Ar Pats: A Cheap History O Tal ossa

Part Zero: Bones of Contention.

1. Talossa is. What it is, exactly, has often

been a bone of contention. According to its 1988
Constituziun ("as anmended"), Talossa is an

i ndependent, sovereign country in North Anerica. In a 1993
referendum a majority of Tal ossans agreed to call it "a
communi ty of persons having fun by doing things which are
reasonably simlar to what other ('real’) countries
do--whet her for reasons of tourist nostalgia, out of a |ust
for power, in pursuit of parody--or, yes, as nation

buil ding." One nuch-derided interpretation preferred to
call Talossa a "weird thing" or "spiritual plasm,"

wi t hout borders or other trappings of nationhood. And
there are shades and gradations in between.

2. Were Talossa is, is easier to answer. Long

ago, the glaciers nelted away from a peni nsul a between the
M | waukee Ri ver and the Tal ossan Sea (known to sone as
"Lake Mchigan"). Talossa's territory is at the southern
tip of this peninsula, an area about two mles w de at

its widest point and about 4% mles long fromits southern
end to the US border in the '"far' north. Were it hasn't
been pl oughed flat by urban sprawl, Talossa is packed with
forests and hills. The country borders on M| waukee and
Shor ewood, W sconsin, USA, and enjoys a continenta

climate with four distinct seasons. Sunmers are beastly
hot, winters bitterly cold--with lots and | ots of snow -and
spring and fall are rainy. Still, it's home and we | ove
it. You will too if you know what's good for you.

3. Tal ossa has been hone to many peopl es, another bone

of contention--except here we get into real bones. Ages
ago, mound-buil ding I ndians roaned Tal ossa's forests,
killed some deer, and heaped up nounds of dirt in at |east
two Tal ossan provinces. Ever since 1984, when a certain
Tal ossan historian started his "research” on these

anci ents, the Kingdom has had a vague and (shall we say)
controversial sense that these Indians were actually North
African Berbers who sailed across the Atlantic and

col oni zed Anerica centuries--even mllennia--before

Col unbus. Here these Berbers made corn tortillas and
conquered the Anmerican desert Sout hwest, which, sone

Tal ossans will tell you, is why the Kingdom of Tal ossa
|ater voted to nmake "Taco Bell" its official nationa
cui si ne.

4. The "Berber Hypothesis" in all its full-blown

kal ei doscopi ¢ pseudo-raci al -1ingual nmagnificence
proclains that North African Berbers spawned the
Megal i t h- bui | ders of Stonehenge and the Ferengi-like
"Beaker People" of prehistoric Western Europe--and
sail ed across the Atlantic to M| waukee. (Hey, there
are real scholars who believe this. Trust us.)
According to the official line, these Berbers called
t hensel ves "Tal ossans," and left their nane all over
the place from Tl encen and the Atl as

Mountains in North Africa to Tol osa and

Catalonia in Spain, to Toul ouse in France,
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to the Talayotic culture of the Bal earic Islands,

all the way to the Mundbuil ders of North Anerica, whom
the Indians called the Tell egwi and who built

their capital at Aztalan, Wsconsin. The sane root

tal o, neani ng "nmound" or "house," made its way

into | anguages as far away as Finnish. And, of course,
these Berbers left their genes coursing through the

vei ns of our own European ancestors.

5. The di scovery of a 1,500-year-old Byzantine coin on

Tal ossan soil around 1987 confirnmed all this Berber stuff,
for its believers, and "proved" that there was indeed
contact between the ancient Mediterranean and the Tal ossan
Peni nsul a. Later one of the country's leading lights
publ i shed The Berber Project, an el aborate textbook
detailing just how Berbers settled America and nmuch of
Europe as well. Sone Tal ossans today have enthusiastically
enbraced this vision of Talossa's past, the product of
research, study, and an overdose of Diet Barq s Root Beer
O hers, nostly German radical -right types, have rebelled
against it with alnmobst violent intensity, but as of this
witing it's twelve years in the making, so the Berber
thing is older than nost Tal ossan culture and actually
pre-dates the Tal ossan citizenship of nost of its nodern
critics.

6. Tal ossa's ancient inhabitants (Berbers or otherw se)
were exterm nated or driven out and the country was
resettled in the early 19th Century by French-Canadi an fur
trappers and traders, who were |ater supplanted by

Ameri cans and Germans--lots of Germans--who built up a
city, "Ml waukee," on and around the Kingdon s
intrinsically sovereign territory. Even then, however,
life east and west of the river was different, and two
separate towns of M| waukee grew up. In 1845 the two towns
actually went to war over who controlled the bridges
across the river, with nuskets and even a cannon | oaded

wi th clock weights. Ever since then, the East Side--the
side facing the Tal ossan Sea--has been a distinct society.
Hunour us if you please: call it an incipient nationa
consci ousness.

7. After the Bridge War of 1845, boring bureaucrats

i nposed a truce. MIwaukee was united and grew into a
sleepy metropolis with curious traditions |ike Sociali st
mayors, squeaky-clean city governnent, and world-cl ass
museuns, plus a peculiar local dialect of English in which
water fountains are called "bubblers." Beer becane a

maj or industry (as it was anong the Beaker People). But as
the settlers kept comng, it seened |like MIwaukee was
destined to be just another American city.

8. But in the 20th Century, Talossan famlies

began noving into the area: Germans, Irish, Czechs,

Swedes, Poles, and others. Mst relevant to our story was
one Harry Madi son of Louisiana, whose Swedi sh grandf at her
had fought in the US Civil War on the Union side and noved
south after the war. Madison settled on Talossan soil in
1956, arriving to teach psychol ogy at a new y-created

| ocal university. In 1965, after marrying Jean Matters, a
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local girl 17 years his junior, he produced a son who would | ead the
Tal ossan people to glory and victory, back to their ancient Berber
heritage, on to their destiny, or... wherever.
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Part One: The Spirit of ' 79.

1. Once upon a time there was a boy nanmed Ben. Robert

Ben Madi son grew up on the East Side of MIwaukee, raised
by his father, a psychol ogy professor. Young Ben grew up
surrounded by idiotic bullies in grade school, and when he
entered high school in the fall of 1978 and di scovered
politics, he wote florid manifestos plotting a perfect
soci ety where normal citizens (i.e. shy, |aw abiding,
sport-hating atheist intellectual science-fiction fans as
Ben was at the tinme) would be protected fromthuggi sm
vandal i sm fundanentalism and the sort of me-first
anarchy he associated with Anerica, capitalism and
denocracy. Atrip to Germany and Iceland in 1979 convi nced
himthat Anerica's "corrupt culture" had to be crushed and
defeated so he and the world could live in peace and
qui et .

2. In Decenber of 1979, when Ben was 14, he found

hinsel f at the downtown |library, readi ng about Esperanto.
In a fortuitous burst of genius, as the bored Madi son
rum nated on his adol escent dreans of a perfect society,
he suddenly thought: "You can't change M | waukee, you
can't | eave M| waukee: So secede from M | waukee!"

3. And so, that is just what Ben did. He spent a week

pl anni ng his nove. He decided to take his bedroom and
declare it to be an independent, sovereign country. At
first he wanted to call it "Seltsam ('silly', in Gernman),
but instead settled on "The Ki ngdom of Tal ossa, "

tal ossa neani ng "inside the house" in Finnish, a

perfect nane for a bedroom nation.

4. In the week | eading up to Independence Day, Ben

chose the synbols of the new state. First was the nationa
ant hem one of the soon-to-be-King' s favourite songs,

Fl eetwood Mac's "Tusk." It was an unusual choice, being a
m xture of rock 'n roll, university marchi ng band sounds,
and tribal grunts; but it seemed to suit the unusua
country in the maki ng. Ben had di scovered a Chinese
character pronounced "Ben," which nmeans "energetic,
strenuous, brave," etc. For obvious reasons, this
character, or the "Ben Synbol," becane our coat of

ars.

5. Perhaps influenced by Christmas, he chose as the
country's flag horizontal stripes of white, green and

red, with the coat of arnms in the corner. Later the King
woul d boast that every Independence Day, M I|waukee was
festooned with Tal ossa's col ours! Ben headed to a | oca
conveni ence store to buy white, green and red fabric which
he sewed into the first Tal ossan fl ag--pi eces of which
still exist, a kind of "holy relic.” But the original flag
| ooked too much like that of Bulgaria, so later the white
stripe was taken off, leaving just green over red as the
Tal ossan national flag. "A Man's Roomis his Kingdont
becanme the national notto; the budding |inguist translated
it into slightly incorrect Finnish as Mehen Huone on
Hanen Val takunta, often shortened to "MHHV."
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6. I ndependence Day was 26 Decenmber 1979. At 7:00 PM
menbers of the King's fam |y assenbled at his Prospect
Avenue home, where the Tal ossan flag was draped across the
coffee table. Ben's friend Gary L. Cone, whom Tal ossa
recogni zed as the US Anbassador, entered the room Next
cane Robert Ben Madison, in the blue suit he wore to
debate neets, done up with paper nedals and ribbons. For a
crown, he carried an ancient blue MIwaukee fire
department dress hat he bought at a used bookstore for
$3.00. Afriend called it the "Romanian train conductor's
hat." Madi son read a brief speech (since |ost) about his
new nation. Then, in his first official act, this H gh
School sophonore read a Decl aration of | ndependence
officially proclaimng that Tal ossa was seceding fromthe
United States. Fastening the blue hat upon his head, he
was transfornmed into Hs Royal Majesty, King Robert |

of the Kingdom of Tal ossa, and a bedroom on the second
floor of an American house becane a free, sovereign, and

i ndependent nation, as chanpagne toasts were enjoyed
downstai rs.

7. The Kingdomwas first ruled as a "denocratic
dictatorship” by its only citizen, King Robert. H's
Constitution in its entirety proclai ned: "ARTI CLE ONE
Al power of law, finance and anything else is vested in
the King. ARTICLE TWO This constitution is perfect and
shall have no need of anmendnent."

8. After the cerenony Madison went to his roomthrough

t he door that was now an international frontier. He hung
the flag on his dresser and started typing a Tal ossan
"phone book," in pidgin Norwegian, which was decl ared the
of ficial language in an effort to make the country nore
"foreign.” He set to work on official noney, and
procl ai ned that Stgtannet (Norwegian for "Tusk")

was the official newspaper of the Kingdom-even though it
had not yet been printed.

9. Madi son proclainmed that all people ought to secede

and formtheir own countries, a goofy plan for "world
peace' which Madi son called "Wrld Singular Secession” in
an effort to give Talossa an official ideology.

10. But the King's own ideol ogy, which tilted

towards totalitarian atheismrather than world peace, |ed
himon 11 January 1980 to declare hinself officially
"deposed”: the Kingdom was proclainmed a Cormuni st Peopl e's
Republ i c! Enver Hoxha, the despotic head of Al bania, was
Ben's newest hero, and he attenpted to rework Tal ossa in
Al bania's evil image. This lasted all of a nonth, when Ben
gave up his tongue-in-cheek Communi sm and procl ai ned

hi nsel f King again. "The King was reported to have said
not hi ng, " the Tal ossan press reported, "at least in any
known | anguage. "

11. And that was the one lasting gift for Tal ossa from
the "People's Republic": it began the tradition of

Tal ossan journalism Darliget Legner, or "Dirty

Lies," was the Comuni st paper. It was replaced in
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February by the nonarchist Stgtannet. Though at first
hand- drawn and crude, this newspaper (now called

St gt anneu; say "sto-TAH-new') is still being

publ i shed-si nce 1996, on the Internet--and has chronicled
Tal ossa's story since 1980.

Part Two: The Cone Wars.

1. After February 1980 Tal ossa lay dormant; its bored
King started reform ng Esperanto and witing fascistic
"Regul ationist Party" manifestos in a dubious effort to
Beni ze Anerica

2. But that summer, Madison found his interest in

Tal ossa returning. Wile on vacation in Birm ngham

Al abama, he wote up a two-page booklet of 'facts' and
data, and after returning to Tal ossa in August, wote up
an issue of Stgtanneu that clained Tal ossan astronauts had
reached the noon! He soon discarded this issue and

resol ved Tal ossa and fiction were inconpatible. On 1

Sept enber 1980 he began to put out issues of Stgtanneu
with some regul arity--and has done it ever since.

3. In those days, the paper reported little nore than
the shifting of Talossa's cultural sand: the nationa

| anguage goi ng from Norwegi an to Swedi sh to Greek and so
forth, the national anthem changing to one Abba song or
anot her, or nysterious headlines proclaimng "Soci al
Upheaval Stuns Tal ossa!" and reporting sinply that

"Tal ossa was stunned by soci al upheaval today." While King
Robert plugged "World Singul ar Secessionisnt at every
turn, his friends resisted his blandi shnments to declare
their owmn little bedroomcountries. It was clear that a
one-man country had very little to do but change its
synbol s and policies and pretend this was progress and
hi story.

4. But in Septenber 1980 there appeared a glinmrer of

weird light on the horizon that thrust Tal ossa into the
spotlight of Ben's friends. Gary Cone was fired as US
anbassador for "vehenently" |ying about his religion to
the King: Cone pretended to be an atheist but was in fact
a choir boy and self-described "socialist Mthodist" who
supported Reagan (whomthe King detested). Stgtanneu
clained the firing averted "Talossa's first politica
scandal ." The aggri eved Cone skul ked off to formhis own
sovereign state: the Aib Room Enpire. Tal ossa was born of
a desire to oppose boredom but the Aib Room seened
destined to oppose King Robert and Tal ossa. Stgtanneu said
the new nation was a repressive Methodist state that

t hreatened the peace of humanity.

5. On Septenber 24th, 1980, an upswelling of politica
boredom saw t he Ki ng agai n "depose" hinself in the
so-cal l ed "Third Tal ossan Revol ution"” or "UTD." Ben
procl ai ned Turkish the official |anguage and Tal ossa was
now said to be a republic--devoted to the authoritarian

i deal s of Turkish reform st despot Kenmél Atatirk, who had
repl aced Enver Hoxha as the 'ideal |eader' of the
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ex-King's dreans. This only lasted a few weeks, and on 8
Cct ober Madi son quietly becane King again. Antarctica and
Portugal , which the country had furtively annexed during
its brief Atatirkist period, were formally returned to
their rightful owners, and the country's paper replaced
At at ir ki st dogma with exhortations to quash or |augh at
Gary Cone and his Gib Room Enmpire

6. This was not hard to do, and Madi son, along wth
several friends, played a series of pranks at Riverside

H gh School on the extroverted, nerdi sh Cone, who served
as library nmonitor--or "library nmoron," as Madison rewote
Cone's hall pass to read. This provoked Cone to hurl the
great works of Western Civilization at the King in the
library one day, while cackling "You have incurred ny
wrat h! Vengeance is mine, saith the Lord!" as an ever

| arger audi ence gathered to | augh at Cone.

7. Ben survived the incident unscathed, but Cone next

| ashed out at Ben's sister Jennifer, and tripped her on

t he pavenent after church! Though there has never been any
| ove | ost between Ben and his sister, the unending stream
of verbal and physical abuse from Cone and his @ib Room
reich drew a retaliatory response from Talossa in the form
of a formal declaration of war against the Gib Roomon 18
Novenber, after what Stgtanneu billed as "deep thought."

8. Talossa's war, which so far consisted of an

occasi onal glower, was joined on 21 Novenber when the
vacant US Anbassador post was taken up by a new Roya
friend, John Jahn. Described in Stgtanneu as a "war ped,
egotistical fascist,” Jahn at the tinme was a raving Nazi
raci st whose ami abl e character saved himfromtota
condemati on. Jahn announced that he would formthe
"Inmperial Jahn Enpire" (abbreviated "KIK' in German), a
Worl d Singul ar Secessionist state, apparently for the sole
pur pose of making war on the infernal Cone. John Eiffler
anot her Riverside pal of the King's, though of
substantially nore |liberal |eanings, also made plans for a
"Ki ngdom of Thord" to join Talossa and the KIKin a
"League of Secessionist States” (LOSS) united by their
opposition to Cone. It all came to be called the "Cone
Wars,"” a nane inspired by the 'Cone Wars' of the Star
Wars universe

9. Jahn's support proved crucial, as the Stgtanneu of
Tuesday, 25 Novenber 1980 announced the greatest news

Tal ossa had seen since | ndependence: victory in what would
conme to be known as the "Battle of the Garage." Cone had,

t he night before, snuck over to Madison's house--and
defaced the Royal father's garage with black printer's
ink. He then made the idiotic nove of braggi ng about this
to Jahn--who informed the King, who informed his father who
i nformed Cone's nother who inforned Cone who infornmed the
King that he was surrendering. The King called Cone's
vandalisma "typical act of religious irrationality,"” and
Cone's defeat "the final destruction of present-day
anti-Tal ossanism" Cone formally surrendered (he even
signed a peace treaty with Talossa to that effect) and
scrubbed all the ink off the garage during the first
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blizzard of winter.

10. The "Cone Wars" were the first foreign act which
recogni zed the Ki ngdom of Tal ossa as an i ndependent

state. Tal ossa had fought, survived, and won its first
war. This was a sobering nonment: Tal ossa woul d have | ess
time for nmake-believe. The King was said to be "visibly
ent hused,” but nore inportantly a grow ng audi ence anmong
Ben's friends was visibly entertained. Ben's Tal ossa was
begi nning to take on the shape of sonething nore than the
procl amations of a single nonarch: it was becomi ng a
conmuni ty.

Part Three: Conm tnent and Lust.

1. As the dust cleared (or as the ink dried) life in

Tal ossa returned to normal. Anbassador Jahn resigned in a
di spute over the King's refusal to despise Blacks, with
Jahn calling him"a leftist race-traitor." Stgtanneu
responded by calling Jahn "a crazed pseudo- Gernanic
fascist."

2. O her news involved mnor silly changes |ike
unendi ng new nati onal anthens, new pl acenanes, or nanes
for the newspaper, and the brief adoption of an official
time zone. Perhaps the nost interesting tidbit fromthis
peri od was the "Tal ossan Land Recl amation Programe,” a
ponpous nane for the | aborious cleaning out of the King's
messy room-but appropriately ponmpous as this did

i nvol ve the Kingdonmis entire national territory.

3. The ever-changi ng national |anguage (it was Finnish

by now) hardly represented anythi ng genui nely Tal ossan

And so, on 11 Decenber 1980, King Robert put an end to

mul tilingual chaos in Tal ossa by decreeing that Tal ossa
must have her own | anguage and not any foreign

| anguage- - even English--as official. It was a bold nove, and
for the next several nonths all the nation's newspapers
woul d be witten in "Tal ossan,” a junbled m sh-nmash of
Engl i sh, Spanish, French, Swedish, German and a whol e slew
of oddments |ike Berber and Al bani an. Eventual |y Tal ossan
was standardi zed and codified, and it remains to this day
a synbol of Tal ossan nationality. Many ternms in use by

ordi nary Tal ossans conme fromthe uni que Tal ossan | anguage,
such as Cosa, Cestolr, Regipats

Tal ossan ("RT"), pér, and contra.

4. And on Friday, 26 Decenber 1980, though nobody a

year earlier would have believed it, Tal ossa cel ebrated
its first anniversary of independence. The Ki ngdom of

Tal ossa was here on the Earth to stay. Foreign nations had
risen up agai nst the King and been defeated; the Ki ngdom
had allies, and a Tal ossan | anguage and culture were on
the road to becom ng national treasures. The country's
first birthday was ballyhooed in a special issue of

St gt anneu published that day on a huge sheet of freezer

paper .
5. 1980 ended with a flurry of clains about World
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Si ngul ar Secession, as Madison tried to get Dan Lorentz,
Bob Murphy and Josh Macht--three leftist friends--to form
new nations. But his work cane to naught; even the LOSS
was breaki ng up over disputes between Madi son and Jahn
and Tal ossa gave up on the whole Wrld Secessioni smi deal
I nst ead, sonething nmuch nore interesting was happeni ng:
Al'l these woul d-be nationbuil ders found thensel ves

unwi ttingly building Tal ossa, sinply by being around and
putting their two cents in as the King told all the
diplomatic details of their arguments and negotiations in
t he pages of Stgtanneu

6. Dan Lorentz began witing a "colum of foreign

opi nion" in Stgtanneu on 24 January 1981 advocating that
Tal ossa be "invaded by leftists and destroyed." Lorentz
was certainly one such leftist as future events mnade
clear. H's colum was called "TZ," fromthe last letters
in his name. It continued for many years, touching on

| ocal politics and even Tal ossan poetry. "TZ" was a bright
spot in a paper full of atheist tirades and stories about
abortive Tal ossan-1 anguage novel s, the changi ng nanme of
the King's official one-man political party, or Tal ossan
money--all in an increasingly difficult Tal ossan

| anguage.

7. Lorentz's interviews of the King that spring hel ped
buil d Tal ossa as an interacti on of people tal king about

Tal ossa. "Does Tal ossa really exist?" asked Lorentz of the
King in one of these interviews. "Yes," Ben answered.

"Tal ossa exists as a franme of mnd, a reference point from
which to [aunch wave after wave of Ben fanaticism But it
is nmore than a state of mind, it is a piece of territory
with a flag. That, in my mnd, nmakes it a nation." Lorentz
then asked: "If | were to place a toothpick with a flag on
it onto a bar of soap, would you consider it a nation?"
Madi son replied: "No, | wouldn't. Wuld you? |I'd consider
you a trifle odd."

8. The King, who was now witing reans of boring essays
about how religion was destroying humanity, went off to

Al abama in June on vacation, and upon his return he
formalized his friends' participation in Tal ossa by maki ng
them "honourary citizens" at a cerenony of knighthood at
Josh Macht's house. Macht, Lorentz, Mirphy, Harry Wzni ak
and Josh's girlfriend Dawn Scher all becane Tal ossans. Later
all marched to the beach where the King, overwhel ned as
usual by the hugeness of the |ake, mused and thought.

9. The cerenony left Ben in a bad nood. Handi ng out

kni ght hoods was not what 'normal’' boys did in MIwaukee,
and he was worrying about the | abel of eccentricity

Tal ossa hel ped pin on him H's friends understood the
whi nsi cal m cro-nation, and even enjoyed pl ayi ng al ong.
But how to explain it to strangers? A trickier problem
still: Howto explain it to girls?

10. Such was the Royal preoccupation in July of 1981

whi ch saw the King pursuing a variety of anorous flings
and concl udi ng that Tal ossa woul d have no part in the New
Romantic Ben. The Royal nmpod in early July of 1981 saw
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St gt anneu (then tenporarily naned "Ben Wi," in imtation
of a Chi nese mamgazi ne) announce that "The nost inportant
devel opnent in Tal ossa's history" would soon occur, the
King saying that it involved "a great deal of sadness and
apprehension on ny part." On Sunday, 14 July 1981, huge,
black letters in Ben Wi intoned, "IT IS OVER " The King

announced "I amgiving in to nmy own maturity," and
decl ared that he woul d abdi cate and Tal ossa woul d di ssol ve
itself.

11. In July of 1981 the ex-King decided to forsake

Tal ossa's history--and its potential--in pursuit of a
conventionalized 'maturity.' Wat would beconme of the
Tal ossan dream and the tiny community that enbraced it,
now that its own creator and guru had abandoned it?

Part Four: Bl oody Take- Over.

1. Renai ssance! Return! Royalty! screaned the

headl ines in the 22 July 1981 issue of Ben Wi, proclaimng
the end of the Interregnum A visiting French exchange
student, Frédéric Maugey, had noticed the Tal ossan fl ag
still fluttering in Ben's room and expressed enthusi asm
for the recently defunct Kingdom "Destroying this 18
month old institution did not solve anything,” Madi son
admtted. "Indeed it left the King in a bored state of
American citizenship." Inbued with a new sense of pride,
Ben vowed to build a new nmulti-ego society. He recrowned
hi nsel f King on 4 August am d prom ses of a vague

"Renai ssance" that involved "a total re-planning" of

Tal ossan life--including free elections (after a fashion)
in which all Tal ossans coul d partici pate.

2. The King, of course, announced he would contest the

el ections, under the banner of the "Royal Socialist
Party." To his left, an anti-Tal ossan opposition appeared,
led by the erratic Dan Lorentz. He and Bob Murphy
comuandeered the King's hand-witten Stgtanneu book, and
scrawl ed a "Bl oody Take Over"” nam ng his ains: "UW AH
BOOM DOP DE DOP! If | amto run for Prine Mnister, | nust
be guaranteed that | shall have unlimted power to nold
Tal ossa as | wish. My wishes are divinely inspired, of
course. | nust have control over Ben Wi. | will serve
America by attenpting to return Talossa to Anerica in part
or in whole. Thank you very nmuch." Lorentz announced a
new "Denocratic Dandipratic Party," its name taken froma
wort hl ess English coin.

3. "The forces of the 'Denocratic' Dandipratic Party,"

the King wote, "have pooled their vile resources in order
to acconplish the unthinkable: The destruction of a nation
whose proud traditions extend back until Decenber of
1979." The DDP called for "subjecting Talossa to reality
by elimnating it" and the "official renunciation of al
Tal ossa's past history as silly nothings issued from an

i nebriated brain." The Tal ossan | anguage was to be
abol i shed, and "a new (or better yet a dead) Tal ossa" was
the DDP's avowed aim According to the King, the DDP s
prom se to "destroy Tal ossa" and return it to the USA was

10
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"li ke giving Poland back to Russia," and was the product
of Dan's obedi ence to American and UN "inperial ists,”
"hegenoni ¢ forces," and "corporate nasters.”

4. The forces of "the sensel ess voices of Anmerican

plastic conformty" and the "Fascist, screwed up and inept
"king' Ben" did battle for the next two nonths, vying for
control of a mapjority in Talossa's six-citizen electorate.
"This is an experinment,"” said King Robert in the 7 August
Ben Wi. "Tal ossan denocracy--that is, a denocracy of many
peopl e, has never before existed. | hope it works."

5. August 9th saw an "assassination attenpt" against

the King; his sister Jennifer had "poi soned" a pitcher of
water in the refrigerator wi th baking soda, saying that it
had sonmething to do with a diet. "Baking soda passes by,
but Madi son lives on!" cried the paper in an esoteric
allusion to Benito Mussolini, the King's latest fave

di ctator.

6. The King issued a Missoliniesque platformin English
and Tal ossan, demandi ng that Tal ossan be "inposed"” as the
"one and only official tongue.” But then tilting suddenly
| eftwards, he declared Tal ossa a "Soci al i st Ki ngdom
dedicated to the principles of Denocratic Socialism™
because "The worl d's only True Denocracy nust espouse

i deal s which are truly denocratic.” In that spirit,
elections were formally set for Septenmber 1, 1981; but the
date passed with no voting. The King declared: "Josh won't
be here on Saturday, so we'll have the el ections when
everybody can be here. Stop throw ng things!" Ben W
reported the King's praise of "Denobcracy as an
institution, founded and unshakabl e, not a system for nen
to tanper with." The paper then added, "Asked why he was
tanmpering with it, Hs Mayjesty offered no comment.”

7. "The essential elements of the King's character are
flippancy and deceit," warned DDP "party boss" Dan Lorentz
as balloting finally began on 18 Septenber. "These vile
characteristics may render the Tal ossan experinent in

el ecti ons neani ngl ess. W& hope they do not, but we shal
see, when the final vote is cast."

8. On 22 Septenber, Ben Wi noted that a new word had

been adopted in Tal ossan for "Kingdom" namely,

Regi pats (pronounced "REGA E-pats"), derived

obliquely fromwords neaning "king country.” The "Ki ngdom
of Tal ossa" was now officially Regipats Tal ossan, a
termfound even in English docunments ever since. Its
abbreviation "RT" is famliar to all Talossans. The RT's
nati onal newspaper changed its nane back fromBen Wi to
St gt anneu the next day, and interviewed Dan Lorentz:

9. Q What, if anything, shall you do as PM?A

W shall all see. | will endeavor to wrench Tal ossa into
reality. Anerica is not going to annex Talossa. | ama 17
year old socialist. | amnot an American soldier or

di plomat. @ Haven't you committed yourself to the
destruction of an independent, sovereign state?A
There is no such thing. Talossa is not independent nor
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sovereign nor a state. Therefore, | can't "return"” Tal ossa
to the USA. And as | have said, | work not for the USA
Ask me questions which mght hint that you have sone
intelligence. If | ever said "I will serve Anerica,”" | was
wong. | didn't nean to say that. How do you figure I'ma
corporate inperialist? |I've already explained what | am
You seemto be a dense skull head. Cut the crap

10. Ben ended the debate calling Lorentz "an

i nconsi stent and bl ubbering corporate inperialist baboon,"”
but on Sunday, 27th Septenber 1981 the ballots were
counted at the close of the Kingdom of Talossa's first
denocratic el ections. The DDP won 60% of the vote--Lorentz,
Mur phy and Macht--to 40% for Royal Socialism-Ben and

Wyzni ak. Dan Lorentz was sworn in as Prine Mnister at

Ri versi de the next day, becoming the RT's first el ected

| eader.

Part Five: Cheap dory.

1. Prime Mnister Lorentz called for a new Dan-centric
constitution and, when the King refused, called the King a
"vile obstructionist” and a "dictator-like bastard."
Lorentz quickly | ost patience with the King's refusal to
hel p hi m destroy Tal ossa, and ranted: "I want to destroy
Tal ossa! The King is an undenocratic jerk. Depose him

i medi atel y!" But anong Tal ossa's other five citizens
there was no sign of revolt. Instead, Stgtanneu reported
on 11 Cctober that Lorentz was fired, "and will be tried
by the Tal ossan Suprenme Court on charges of H gh Treason
stemming fromhis attenpts to destroy Tal ossa by usel ess
and neani ngless Prinme Mnisterial Oders. Prime Mnister
Lorentz, upon hearing his dismssal, said "Ha, ha."'"

2. The King was souring on denocracy in general and on

18 Novenber replaced the Royal Socialist Party with a
Fasci st "Thundersword Movenent," describing it as "both
Leftist and Fascist.... Thundersword is what is

right." Along came green shirts and Duce salutes in a
dramatic lurch to the right that received a big boost when
Ben was defeated in an election for Senior O ass President
at Riverside by nobs of racist Bl acks.

3. Wth Tal ossan denocracy now dead, the King spent the
rest of 1981 witing a huge, involved granmar and

di ctionary of the Tal ossan | anguage as a term paper for

Fl orence Yarney, his Creative Witing teacher, and maki ng
plans for the "glorious" celebration of Tal ossa's second
birthday. "l never expected anything this long, this

gl orious,” he swooned. He planned to publish a "nulti-page
anni versary issue of Stgtanneu” to "recount our glorious
past and salute our glorious future.” But little canme of
this, and by Decenber the country was clearly floundering
in "glorious" stagnation.

4. Dan Lorentz, on the other hand, commandeered

St gt anneu i n Decenber for another "Bl oody Take Over." He
denounced the growi ng fascist |eanings of "GVB," i.e.

G orious, Victorious Ben: "Tal ossa hasn't existed for
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several nonths. Prine Mnister Lorentz officially
abol i shed Tal ossa. By refusing to acknow edge this the
ponpous tiresone GVB has totally eschewed denocracy. |
want to remnd all of Talossa that it doesn't exist. And
if it continues to deny facts, | wish it the absolute

wor st of luck. Ben you're no | onger a baby. Missolini was
hung and killed like a pig. D e Dead! Tal ossa has been
DEAD for quite a while. G/B is a ludicrous farce. FASCI SM
i s bankrupt of ideas and success. REPTILES are what Ben
wants to sleep with. 'PLEASE f--- REPTILES.'

--Ben."

5. On Decenber 26th, Tal ossa celebrated its 2nd

anni versary of independence. The national flag was flown
at the King's house, |ater nanmed Vuode Pal ace. It was
reported that "Anti-Tal ossan US | ackeys Dan Lorentz and
Bob Murphy threw snowbal | s* at the flag. The paper al so
announced that the King's sister was clearing out of a
room adj acent to Tal ossa, and that Tal ossa coul d expect
soon to realize "the ancient dreamof a two-room'Gult
Tal ossa’ [Greater Tal ossa].”

6. In a fit of boredom harking back to the nmake-believe
of late 1980, King Robert "deposed" hinself on 9 January
1982 with a "Council for Nationalist Victory" (CNV)

consi sting of hinself. This nonsense did not |ast nore
than two weeks, but at |east genuine Tal ossan news took
its rightful place again in the national press, which
spent tinme issuing mlitary edicts condemming ' CGeneral’
Madi son's sister for periodically stealing his cat,
Flyball, from his bedroom

7. O slightly nore significance the "mlitary
government™ continued to demand that Ben's sister |eave
t he adj acent room now nanmed "Enver Hoxha State," which
Tal ossa sought to annex. On 19 January, Stgtanneu war ned:
"Jenni fer has done absolutely nothing to ready the room
for a triunphant Tal ossan entry. The fornal date of
annexation was a long tinme ago. The government is

i npatient.”

8. On 21 January 1982 King Robert resuned Royal command
of Tal ossa after a "vote of confidence by the one-nman
CNV." The King lifted "press censorship, martial |aw, and
other freedomstiflers."” Fromthat nonent on, Tal ossa had
no nore fake coups or revolutions, but its 'fake' nature
as a bedroom country continued, and the press conti nued
to rail against Jennifer's occupation of "New Tal ossa, "
the other room "In order to further establish her claim"”
St gt anneu noted on 14 March 1982, Jennifer "has noved
heavy mlitary equipnent into the region, including a

| arge set of weights." The standoff forced the King to

| ook outside his house for martial glory.

9. During all this inter-roomdiplomacy, the King had

been readi ng about "Bophut hat swana,"” one of South Africa's
Bl ack "Bantustan" reservations, a so-called "independent
state" consisting of specks of territory scattered across
South Africa. This pseudocountry, conposed of di sconnected
pi eces of territory, had a strange appeal for King Robert,
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and on 16 March 1982 he signed the Cheap dory Act, which
officially annexed his entire house, Downer Wods, and BA
Beach. These three non-contiguous bl ocks of territory were
the RT's first steps in establishing territoria

per manence on the North American Continent--Tal ossa coul d
now boast of grass, trees and sand! Ben's house becane the
capital : Vuode Province. BA Beach was named Kemal Ataturk
State; Downer Whods (the "Enver Hoxha Rabbit Reserve")
becane Enver Hoxha State

10. The annexations were nmade east of the M I waukee

Ri ver, on | ands once owned by Potawotam I|ndians and never
legally incorporated by treaty into the United States of
America. No protest fromthe Potawotan, or the United
States, was ever received. And as King Robert | is fond of
poi nting out, the secession of the Confederacy after 1860
was nmet with force of arnms; the secession and expansi on of
Tal ossa have been ignored. "So obviously they have no
conplaints,” the King likes to say.

Part Six: International Rel ations.

1. Wiile Tal ossa was annexing little bits of MIwaukee

in the spring of 1982, Argentina annexed the British
Fal kl and Islands on 2 April. Talossa i medi ately sided
with Britain and declared war on Argentina. This
"bel l i gerent bl ood bubbling" provoked sneers from Dan
Lorentz in the press, calling Tal ossa a "dream farce"; but
Tal ossa rejoiced in the British victory.

2. The "dream farce" was alive and well as the King
began to print Tal ossan currency, at the rate of 59 "Ben"
to the US Dollar. The nunber "59" assumed nystic

signi ficance when Lorentz announced he'd had a dream
prophesyi ng the death of Ben Madi son at age 59; this
becanme a running joke and later a hallmark of RT culture.
But Lorentz was also calling for new and fair elections,
stating that an "adm nisterer of reality" should be

el ected "to advise Ben." Wiile the King at first resisted,
he did realize Tal ossa was nore than just his

procl amations. H's "loyal subjects" needed to have their
say too

3. On March 9th, the King had witten an editori al

about how the US should gloriously annex Antarctica.
Knowi ng they woul dn't, King Robert announced that Tal ossa
was laying formal claimto a slice of Antarctica between
90° and 150° West, never before clainmed by any ot her
nation. Talossa formally christened the newterritory
"Pengopats" (Penguin Country) and al so declared the
annexation of seven tiny Pacific islands, already clained
by the US, Britain or Kiribati.

4. International recognition was received on 20 Apri

1982 when Antonio R Riley, whom Tal ossa recogni zed as the
US Ambassador, gathered with King Robert at Riverside to
sign a "Treaty of M I waukee" formally ceding |ands to

Tal ossa and recogni zi ng Tal ossa' s i ndependence. Wil e Dan
Lorentz and Bob Murphy pleaded with Riley not to sign the
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treaty, Riley declared: "The United States wants to
establish good relations with all nations of the world, no
matter how small." The treaty ceded Lake Park, the UMW
canmpus, and Riverside H gh School to Tal ossa. Lorentz
denounced the treaty as "ludicrous spasns of
chil di shness,” while Riley was eventually catapulted into
the Wsconsin state |egislature.

5. But the King, seeking even greater glory, soon

violated the treaty and annexed even nore |and from

M | waukee, including Mtchell Field--the city's airport!

St gt anneu | auded the annexation of "great gobs of glorious
terra firm" but Anbassador Riley pronounced the Treaty
"null and voit" (sic) while Tal ossa proceeded to nake

ot her annexations in the area.

6. While Dan and Bob conpl ai ned about the annexati ons,

the King gave into their demands for elections. He
announced that a "Parliamentary Congress of Nationa
Assenbl i es” would be created, in which only a minority of
menbers woul d be elected; the rest were to be appoi nted by
the King. Lorentz' DDP and Murphy's "Order Party”
announced they woul d contest the race, but both of them
failed to vote. The King's "National Fascist Party”
technically won the race but in the face of leftist apathy
the "Assenbl y" was never convened, even though a building
had been picked out for it to neet in on the University of
W sconsi n-M | waukee (UWM) canpus, recogni zed since June
6th as Montev(dio, the RT's capital

7. Murphy, Lorentz and Madi son all graduated from high
school in June of 1982. The fornmer two headed off to Chio
for college, while Ben went to UAM Ben's procl amati on of
a neo- pagan Kwakiutl Indian religion as the "official
state religion" of Talossa that sumer and fall took up an
i nordi nate anount of space in Stgtanneu, as did his
bewi | deri ng and unexpected conversion to a sectarian
variety of Mrnonism

8. Fortunately, Tal ossan affairs continued as well.

During a trip to France to visit Frédéric Maugey, the King
annexed Cézenbre, a small island off of Brittany, on 17
August; it is now a Tal ossan provi nce. Maugey, for his
part, created "Fira,” his own secessionist nation, in the
Paris suburbs. Over the next few nonths Tal ossa and Fira
signed various treaties and made and abandoned a nunber of
Third World "col onial” clains.

9. The Kingdom was al so patching things up with anot her
secessionist state: the King met with Gary Cone to di scuss
the signing of a "peace treaty" to formally end the Cone
Wars. Stgtanneu described the "glorious" events of the war
agai nst Cone as "an amnusing chapter in Tal ossan history.
If any single event justifies the existence of Tal ossa as
a ponpous bul wark agai nst stupidity everywhere, then that
event is the 'Cone Wars.'" Cone's country still existed,
then known as the "Confederation of One," and on 30
Novenmber it signed a treaty with Tal ossa recogni zi ng
Cone's Aib Roomas the "defeated nation" which had paid
"reparations" to Tal ossa.
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10. Al of Talossa's frenzied annexations, which

stretched fromWiitefish Bay, Wsconsin, to Qulfport,

M ssi ssi ppi, were so poorly recorded that they even
baffled the King. In [ate Novenber 1982 Tal ossa began a
phase of territorial consolidation which ended on 26
January 1983 with the procl amation of Tal ossa's current
borders: "Edgewood and the River." These borders

pl aced Tal ossa squarely on the East Side of the MIwaukee
River inits present size and location with easily defined
borders, leaving the country sort of "rectal" in shape.

11. The Ki ngdom of Tal ossa cel ebrated its third

birt hday as an i ndependent country on 26 Decenber 1982.

M | waukee, said Stgtanneu, was "festooned with the red and
green” Tal ossan col ours (which may al so perhaps be
interpreted as the colours of Christmas). In what soon
becanme an annual event--a Royal address on the anniversary
of | ndependence--the King prom sed:

12. "Three years. That's a long tine. | put all of

nmy hopes, dreans, aspirations and better qualities into
thi s Norwegi an sausage machi ne, and | ook what cane out.
Fabul ous. | shall try to make the next year in Tal ossa as
gl orious as possible, and shall try to avoid make-believe
coups and revol utions, unlike the begi nning of 1982."

Part Seven: Musical Prine Mnisters.

1. In Decenber 1982 the King prepared a "List of
Governnent Jobs" to be filled with Tal ossa's vari ous
citizens. This, he imagined, would solve the "problent of
getting non-Ben citizens active in Tal ossan gover nment

wi t hout them being able to vote himout as King. In
January 1983 he naned the first non-hi mgovernnment in

Tal ossa since the DDP el ection débéacle of 1981. Dan
Lorentz becane Prine Mnister (PM and Bob Mirphy becane
Foreign Mnister (FM. Both participated by mail from
Antioch College in Chio, where they were students. The
King stated he was considering nam ng Moral Myjorityite
Jahn as War Mnister. Murphy fired off a letter on 5
February urging Ben to "turn a deaf ear to all petitions”
to make Jahn a citizen. If that happened, Mirphy warned he
woul d resign as FM and "renounce his Honorary Citizenship
and all supposed affiliations with your Royal Numbskull's
fantasy, the Kingdom of Tal ossa." Lorentz added: "Tal ossa
needs a psychiatrist, not a prine mnister." For a

remar kabl e ei ght years, from 1983 to 1991, this politica
trichotony of Lorentz on the Left, Madison in the Centre,
and Jahn on the R ght, dom nated RT politics.

2. The King formally appointed Jahn as War M ni ster on

16 February, but Mirphy and Lorentz refused to have
anything to do with him The next few nonths were

dom nated by Lorentz and Jahn tradi ng pl aces as Prine

M nister at the King's behest while he tried in vain to
get themall in the sane government together. The
hysterical Leftists thwarted every attenpt, but Madison's
too-frequent bowing to their demands pronpted a hail of
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i nvective fromJahn, who denounced the Left as
"slinme-sucking pigs, socialist swines and pi g- headed
honpsexual s. "

3. Alnost as if to provoke the King's totalitarian
fevers, on May 1st, the Talossan flag flying in front of
hi s house was stolen! He declared May Day to be "A

per petual Holiday of Hatred" and clainmed that "the
fundanmental struggle at work in the human sphere of

exi stence is the struggle between Good and Evil." He
prai sed "totalitarianisni as the only way to oppose
"crimnal zonbies who have sought to destroy all soci al
cohesion fromthe dawn of humanity. Only when corpses hang
fromthe facade of City Hall will people realize that
their rights, granted themby the almghty State, are
protected. No freedomfor the crimnal or the potenti al
crimnal! Al power to the State!"

4. At the same tinme, John Jahn was noving to found his
own "pro-totalitarian organization" on the fringes of the
RT, a "Nationalist Party of America" which sent reans of
letters and Teutonic artwork to the King. Madison kept it
at arms length, claimng to be a fascist but not a

Nazi .

5. On 4 May 1983, King Robert again appoi nted Dan

Lorentz Prime Mnister, with Miurphy Foreign Mnister. John
Jahn was not in the new Governnent. Mirphy fornmed a

"Tal ossan @ ory Agai nst Jahn and Ot her Pedantic Parties
Party" and demanded new el ecti ons, denouncing Jahn as

"a mlitary and historical charlatan who'lIl bestow

favors on anyone foolish enough to support his wild
fantasies and inflate his H ndenburg-sized ego (pick
either the general or the blinp, both are equally
illustrious)."

6. The Lorentz régi me demanded Jahn's expul sion from

the RT and return of all |ands outside the King' s bedroom
to the USA. King Robert refused (despite Dan's threat that
refusal would result in Ben's "inmediate lifetine

i nprisonment in the realmof the fantastic"), but
surprisingly he gave in to Lorentz' call for new el ections
on 28 June. Not surprisingly, the Leftists went on to
boycott the election they thensel ves had demanded. Jahn
was appointed PMon 7 July but the King pleaded with Bob
Murphy to take his place as PM Wen Mirphy refused--and
quit as Foreign Mnister--the King gave up. Jahn's
enbarrassing swastika-filled letters and the Leftists

buf f oonery had beaten Ben's nulti-ego hopes for Tal ossa,
for the time being. Murphy warned that any nore tol eration
for Jahn would lead to his own departure fromthe RT. So
the King asked for Jahn's resignation, Jahn denounced the
"exalted and prominent leftist scum that had supposedly
taken control of the RT, and that was the end of denopcracy
in Tal ossa for another two years.

7. The King left for a senester in London that hel ped
RT politics cool down. Jahn and the King made up, jointly
hailing US President Reagan's invasion of G enada that
fall, but Ben spent nost of his tinme reviving the Tal ossan
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| anguage or celebrating the 3rd anniversary of the Cone
Wars as "a great festival of civilization" and of "the
natural purity of our will." He returned to Tal ossa on 17
Decenmber and spent nonths in post-European gl oom
denouncing the US political systemand even running for
President on the "I Hate Anerica Party" ticket! H's Speech
to the Nation on the RT's 4th Birthday (26 Decenber 1983)
was a flood of anti-American invective.

8. His anti-US efforts becane com c-del usi onal on 22

May 1984 when he concluded that Tal ossa, as a "nation of
immgrants,” was "fake" and needed to be nore "European”
and ancient. So he announced Tal ossans were sonehow
"descended front Celtic warriors from Toul ouse, France
(get it?) who sailed across the ocean to build Indian
nounds in Lake Park. Later his Celts becanme North African
Berbers; official tales of Talossa's "Celto-Berber
nationality" were pushed as |late as 1986. Snickering over
"Berber heritage" never went away. In 1994 Tal ossa
adopted a law proclaimng itself "inextricably and

i nexplicably connected sonehow to Berbers,” and in 1996
Madi son published his vast "scholarly" work "proving" the
Ber ber - Tal ossan connexi on, The Berber Project.

9. The inportant news in Talossa in 1984 can be retold

on a post card. Was Tal ossa sl owi ng down, |osing steam
even dyi ng? To escape the doldrunms of anti-US ranblings
and Berberisns, the whole nation--not just the King--would
have to rise as one. And it happened.

Part Ei ght: Denocracy!

1. In late 1984 things began picking up again for

Tal ossa. Dan Lorentz, now working for the MIwaukee
Sentinel, arranged the publication on 16 October of an
article on Tal ossa, and 40,000 shocked M | waukeeans woke
up to find they were living in a foreign country under
Monar chi st rul e.

2. The Kingdomtoo had awakened. Lorentz was again
interested, the King's father and sister had becone
citizens, as had Fl orence Yarney and Jean WIlians, two of
Madi son's former English teachers. Wth a burgeoning

popul ation, interested citizens, and new politica

parties being formed, there was only one step left to
take: on 30 Novenber 1984 King Robert announced that free,
denocratic el ections woul d be held, which his "Tal ossan
Nat i onal Progressive Conservative Neo-Feudal i st Fasci st
Party" woul d contest. On Independence Day, 26 Decenber
1984, the King set up a parlianent: He would appoint its
upper house or "Senadts," but the | ower house, called the
"Cosad" ('thing'), would be denocratically el ected.

3. The el ection was del ayed as the King fretted over a
possi bl e DDP victory, but newer citizens all rejected
schemes to "destroy Talossa.” On 1 April 1985 voting began
with the King's Progressive Conservative Party ("PC")
faced by Jahn's "Anmerican Nationalist Party,” Dan's
"Denocratic Dandipratic Party" and a "Comuni st Party"
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backed by citizen John Eiffler. Lorentz canpaigned to
"eventual | y" make the RT "less and |l ess inportant in the
King's life" (as opposed to "destroying"” it?). The King
had al ready earnmarked John Jahn as Tal ossa's next Prine

M ni ster, but to make sure everything went on cue, the
King pull ed one | ast sleazeball schene: any citizen who
did not vote was assunmed to be voting PCIl He said he would
wait for the el ection before appointing seats in the
Senats: "I want to know whether | shoul d be magnani nous or
furious.” Al through the election the King tinkered with
the rules.

4. At the sane tine the King began publishing Tu

Phats ("Your Country"), a photocopied mass-nmarket
newspaper for Tal ossans which conmpeted with his own
hand-witten Stgtanneu. The paper consisted nostly of
Cel to-Berberisns and proved a conplete flop. John Jahn
began publishing his own photocopi ed paper on 23 April,
cal | ed Tal ossan Nationalist News. Soon renaned

Tal ossan National News, "TNN' was Tal ossa's first
opposi tion paper and becane noted for its sarcasm and
wit, soon rocketing past the hand-witten Stgtanneu in
r eader shi p.

5. TNN appeared just in time to report on the country's
first successful denocratic election. Dan's DDP won 16. 7%
of the vote, the Comunists 8.3% Jahn's Nationalist Party
got 16.7% and the King's Progressive Conservative
"Tories" (as they were soon ni cknamed) got a whoppi ng

63. 3% of the vote.

6. The King was el ated, and Jahn was nanmed to head a
"national unity" government which included everyone except
t he destructioni st DDP. The governnent soon adopted a
66-article "Organic Law' which served as a sort of
constitution. While the nuch-derided "O gLaw' gave the
King a veto over every aspect of governnent, it set out

el ection procedures and the workings of the Cosa, and was
a good base on which to build a viable denocracy, as
proven by the fact it lasted 3 years.

7. Unfortunately, relations between the King and Jahn's
government deteriorated quickly. The King's

new y-publ i shed Hi story of Tal ossa played up the

Berbers, and the Anericans' whol esal e sl aughter of

Tal ossa's anci ent |ndian popul ation, and Jahn bl asted the
book in TNN, calling the author "snotty and obnoxious."
Jahn proceeded to praise Joe McCarthy and | aunched into
tiresone Moral Majority tirades on "noral issues" like
heavy nmetal nusic. The King, whose own political views
were noderating at breakneck speed, grew increasingly

di sillusioned. The King and Lorentz net for a "sunmt" at
Antioch College in Chio. Dan urged the King to fire Jahn
but the King refused. Dan's col | ege acquai nt ance Br ook

@ afke, a right-wing aristocratic Germanophile Gay

ex- Mari ne hypochondri ac nudi st, becane a Tal ossan citizen
during the summit and allied hinmself at once with noral
crusader Jahn.

8. When the King returned to the RT, he had to face
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Jahn' s new "aut obi ography” whi ch spoke of the "inherent
inferiority" of Blacks and Hi spanics. The King hinted that
he wanted Jahn to resign, and Jahn did just that, on 6
June 1985. The King i medi ately appoi nted pliant
do-nothing Florence Yarney as Prine Mnister, to fill out
Jahn's termas a reliable Tory stooge

9. The King, on vacation in Canada, drew up a PC

pl atform endorsing fair elections (no nore counting
non-votes for the PC) and on 22 July he dissolved the
Cosa and call ed new el ections. Jahn, busy in his own "Port
Maxhestic Province" wi thin Tal ossa, hailed the decision.
New citizen Ws Erni, a noderate-right warganer, ran a
"Bl ack Hand" party (Tal ossan abbreviation: M) which
called for annexi ng two nearby suburbs, Shorewood and

Whi tefish Bay. Frédéric Maugey created a "Front Uni pour
la Nation" (FUN. WIIlianms and Yarney, prodded by the
King, set up a "Liberal Party" (PL) to lure noderate
leftists away fromthe DDP. Jahn, head of the "Tal ossan
Nati onal Party,"” drifted off into the political bulrushes
after demanding the "anni hilation" of his rivals. Mdison
bl asted his Reaganite chest-beating while Jahn condemmed
Ben's endl ess, naive anti-Anerican rants.

10. The el ection ended on 15 October 1985 with a deeply

di vided Cosa. The PC had only won 40% of the vote. The DDP
and Liberals tied at 13.3% each, the TNP had 20% and the

Bl ack Hand and FUN, 6.7% each. The King got everyone but
the DDP and TNP into a grand coalition of the centre, and
narmed Frédéric Maugey--who lived in France--PM Despite the
divided Cosa it appeared the King was again in tota
control, surrounded by fawning centrist parties.

Ni ne: Civil War, Paper \ar.

1. Madison continued to see Talossa in "anti-American”
terns, witing in his Speech fromthe Throne on Tal ossa's
6th birthday (26 Decenber 1985) that "America was great
once, because it stood as a gigantic protest against the
rest of the world. Today, America is the rest of the
worl d, and the world longs for a new protest nation. Wat
does this nmean in practical ternms? Wll, perhaps Tal ossa
is just a waste of time, a farce, and a great big joke.
And if so, WONDERFUL! That is what this 'mature' world
needs! Not a slap in the face, or a shot in the arm but a
good joke. And if our joking makes us happy and infuriates
the world, so nuch the better."

2. Meanwhil e, Vuode Province held elections and on 1
January 1986, Dan Lorentz becane Prem er. He aboli shed
Vuode's constitution, warned he m ght secede from Tal ossa,
and told the King to "watch out." He then banned Jahn's
TNP in Vuode, unless it renaned itself the "Honpbsexua
Conmmuni st League"! After nore such antics the King
deposed Lorentz, but Lorentz announced that he was
seceding nearby Maritiim Territory fromthe RT; the King
fired him-at which point Dan declared hinself the

| egitimate governnment of Tal ossa.
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3. On 6 March Lorentz presented an ultinmatum all egedly
signed by five citizens, demanding the King abolish the
Cosa, becone a dictator, and return all |and except Ben's
bedroomto the USA. The King refused, and pronounced the
signatures on the docunent to be forgeries! Lorentz
procl ai ned hinmself "Divine and Eternally Patient
Provisional Dictator” on 3 April 1986, and set up a

"provi sional government™ in the hills of Vuode Province.
Bot h protagoni sts soon agreed to defuse the situation, and
to hold early elections so voters could pick their
preference. The el ection began on 10 March with Dan
arguing a Ben dictatorship would be "a return of the
smal l er, nore idiosyncratic, nore honest, crankier

Tal ossa"” that he preferred. But his 'cranky' ideas proved
ridiculous to voters, and Lorentz recreated his "guerilla
nmovenent" before the polls even closed. The DDP got 14.1%
of the vote conpared to 25.1%for the PC. Maugey put

t oget her a PC-Bl ack Hand- FUN coal ition which controlled
only 53.8% of the seats; Jahn's TNP fl oundered at DDP

| evel s. Referenda showed no support for Dan's schenes, and
he eventually quit rebelling and vowed to play by the

rul es.

4. Just as Lorentz was apparently noderating, the TNP

was noving right, adopting the nicknane "Stahl hel i (Stee
Hel met) froman anti-Semtic racist German political party
of the 1920's that teaned up with the Nazis. Stgtanneu
gleefully printed enbarrassing articles about the origina
St ahl hel m whi ch Jahn cl unsily deni ed.

5. In May the King headed for a |long vacation in

Eur ope--where he nmet Prime Mnister Maugey and visited
Cézenbre, the RT's island colony off Brittany. He cane
back to Tal ossa on 11 July where TNN was ranti ng about
"dark inmmgrants,” claimng Jahn was only a noderate
conservative, and calling Ben the real crypto-Nazi. Jahn
bl amed his own Nazi reputation on the King "duping"
peopl e, and trunpeted the fact that far nore Tal ossans
read TNN than the hand-witten, inaccessible Stgtanneu
Jahn vehenently attacked the Tal ossan | anguage, proposing
that it be abolished in favour of Gernan, since nost

Tal ossans were part German and therefore, Gernman ought to
be the RT's "racial" | anguage. (Madi son suggested

Pr ot o- | ndo- Eur opean woul d be nore inclusive, and just as
irrelevant.) Finally, Jahn denounced Madi son's bonbastic
Berber-inspired RT cultural separatismas Unanerican."

6. Jahn's bitter attacks pronpted the King to copy

TNN s format and on 2 August 1986 St gtanneu was | aunched
as a mmss-market, photocopi ed newspaper. It soon surpassed
TNN i n readership, which provoked nore bitterness from
Jahn as the papers started a nud-slinging "Paper War."
Jahn denounced any 'patriotic' attachnent to Tal ossa as
evil, and clained the PC was sonmehow plotting to "force"
Tal ossans to learn the Tal ossan | anguage in order to cut
themoff fromtheir "German racial heritage.” Since Jahn's
Ameri can nationali smwas scarcel y-di sgui sed Gernan raci al
bonbast, the King denounced Jahn's race fixation. He put
up a laundry list of social decay in the US (crinme,
divorce, etc.) to blast Jahn's claimthat Anerica was the
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best country in the world. Jahn warned that Tal ossa was
slipping into "real subversion" and m ght becone a
security risk for the US. The King backpedal ed and
contrasted Anerica's historic ideals with Jahn's

nonexi stent "America" where everyone |listened to cl assica
musi ¢ and took pride in German heritage--an "Anerica" that
Ben called no |l ess an inmaginary country than Tal ossa. Even
Jahn's TNP deputy, Brook d af ke, applauded Ben's article
but Jahn condemmed it and changed his province froma

Tal ossan nane to a Gernman one (Sudlicher G of3hafen)

to underscore his "racial heritage.™

7. The two bickered for the rest of the year. On 24
Septenber, the "Love Rock,"” an island in Tal ossan waters
of f our east coast in the Tal ossan Sea, was destroyed by
an Anerican "attack" since it had been judged a "hazard to
navi gation." Ben's St gtanneu denounced the nove as
"state-sponsored terrorism” while Jahn's TNN angrily
supported the US destruction of soverei gn Tal ossan
territory.

8. In Cctober 1986, elections were held, marked by a

conpl ete turn-around on the part of Dan Lorentz. Having
just called for a Ben dictatorship, he was now calling for
Ben to be deposed as King by a denocratic republic!

St unni ngly, PM Maugey endorsed this call--so the King fired
hi m and named Ws Erni the new Prinme M nister. Now under
siege fromLeft and Right, the King's PC got a huge
synpat hy wave and won 53.3% of the vote. The DDP-FUN
republican bloc got only 20% as did the TNP. The Tories
were jubilant; their plans for a constitutional nonarchy
under majority rule had struck the right chord. The DDP
and TNP seened to have hurled thenselves into the trash
can of history. At |least for the nonent.

Part Ten: Dobber puhl

1. As soon as the polls closed in Cctober 1986, Dan
Lorentz was conpl ai ni ng about the results while Jahn and
@ af ke were threatening to quit over Tal ossa's
"subversive" nature. The TNP even sent canpaign literature
to voters (the next election was six nonths away) warning
themthat PC rule neant "a one party state and the King
has been given autocracy!" To give the King nore
headaches, the DDP and FUN formally united and becane
"PUNK": People United for No King.

2. The PC and PUNK pl oughed ahead on reformng the
Organic Law. Lorentz suggested a "Vote by Post" system by
whi ch Coséa legislation could be voted on by mail. The PC
warmy endorsed the plan, which opened participation to
mul tiple "Menbers of the Cosa" rather than just party

bi gw gs. The usel ess Sendts (upper house) was

abol i shed.

3. On the Right, however, the Stgtanneu-TNN "Paper
Wars" continued with each side calling the other "Nazi"
and "Fascist,"” and Jahn blasting Ben's unpatriotic
subversi on. Jahn denounced Stgtanneu as a Tal ossan
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Pravda, and on 9 Novenber cancelled his
subscription to the "sickening" Stgtanneu: "W shall NOT
be shut down by the obfuscating 'party line' of PC owned
St gt anneu! Don't be duped by the King!"

4. The King visited Lorentz in Madison, USA, for

another legal reformsummit. Lorentz asked Ben to step
down as King because it was unfair for one citizen to have
so nmuch power. But Ben refused to support a Tal ossan
"republic,” which seemed boring or not quite fairy-tale
enough for Tal ossa. Ben proposed naki ng soneone el se--1ike
his father, or Queen Elizabeth!--a purely figurehead King.
But PUNK demanded a republic, arguing that Ben had served
a legitimate unifying rdéle as King and no ot her person
could wear that synbolic nmantle.

5. Meanwhil e, John Jahn's adversarial approach to RT
politics provoked several angry replies fromvarious
citizens in Stgtanneu including one fromJohn Eiffler

| anpooni ng Jahn as a paranoid Nazi masturbator. Under that
ki nd of pressure, on 17 Novenber Jahn quit his RT
citizenship out of "disgust, disgrace and
disillusionment,"” blasting all Tal ossans as "a bunch of
leftist scum™ But his departure received al nbst no
attention, crowded out by the all-engrossing Monarchy

i ssue.

6. On 20 Novenber the PC and PUNK agreed to hold a

ref erendum on the Mnarchy in January, but on 5 Decenber
t he subject took an abrupt and surprising turn. Dr.
WIlliamRenzi's T.A , Robert Dobberpuhl, expressed
interest in Tal ossa. Dobberpuhl chatted with Ki ng Robert
on the topic of his own noble Poneranian origins. The
enthrall ed King got the Cosa to put an option on the
upcom ng referendum whi ch coul d make Robert Dobber puhl
Ki ng of Tal ossa--as King Robert 11.

7. The PC and Bl ack Hand |ined up behind the newconer
Dobber puhl . PUNK opposed any King, especially an "out
sider." Liberals begged Ben to stay as King and retain the
"Ben- Ego Ki ngdom " But "Tal ossa needs its Mnarchy," he
wote. "Wthout it, we sink into pseudo-nodernistic

trendi ness. There is only one solution. W have a nan who
will be King. Robert Il will be a true synmbol of our
national future.”

8. The rhetoric escal ated. Lorentz denounced Dobber puhl

as a "Neo-Nazi" without the slightest shred of evidence.
But the January, 1987 referendum ended wi th a narrow
majority (53.8% in favour of Dobberpuhl taking over as
King Robert 1. By the sane nargin, the people endorsed
Wes Erni's plan to annex Shorewood and VWitefish Bay, but
the King failed to find filmfor his camera in time to
obt ai n phot ographi c proof of the annexations, so they were
never carried out.

9. On Wednesday, 11 February 1987, King Robert |

vi sited Dobberpuhl and asked if he wanted to be King with
only 54% of the vote. He said yes, and so, both nen signed
a docunment formally stripping the Monarchy of its

23



Ar Pats: A Cheap History O Tal ossa

political power and abolishing the 1979 Constitution. Ben
Madi son then abdicated in favour of Dobberpuhl, who becane
King Robert Il of the RT. Dan Lorentz attacked the new
King: "In order for a King to be a meani ngful synbol

with justified authority for the nation, he nust be from
the soil of the nation, and he nust be integral to its
integrity and functioning." Dobberpuhl, because he was

not a long-standing citizen "fromthe soil of the nation"
(the "Soilitariat," as Ben | anpooned the country's élitist
ol d-guard) was a nere "opportunistic bug"; and, as

Lorentz advised his readers, "It's okay to swat this

fly."

10. PM Erni called new el ections on 25 February 1987,

to last a nonth. The Liberals, in disarray and | acking a
programme, failed to run. So only the PC, MN and PUNK
turned out. The PC blasted PUNK for its clannish bigotry,
while PUNK ran solely to "dunp Dobberpuhl the Dumy King."
The one person with nothing to say on the question (yet)
was a now chastened and nore tol erant John Jahn, who
applied to have his citizenship restored once the el ection
was over.

11. In the mdst of all this, the virtually unknown

King Robert Il gave his first Speech fromthe Throne. The
new Ki ng | eaped blandly into his ré6le of Entertainer to
the Nation by calling for a paper airplane air force and
procl ai ned hinmself "the Friend of Small, Furry Manmals."
Nobody was entert ai ned.

12. A huge voter turnout on 25 March saw unprecedent ed
results: The PC got only 35.3%of the vote, to a stunning
58.8% for PUNK. And this tine there was no al m ghty King
Ben to quash the results. Dan Lorentz was sworn in as
Prime Mnister, in full control of Tal ossa's destiny. For
the first time in history, "A change of power fromBen to
a non-Ben has finally happened," Lorentz declared in his
first speech to the nation as PM

Part El even: One King after Another

1. On 29 NMarch 1987 Lorentz' government "l egislatively
decapitated" King Robert 11, ending his 47-day reign and
ki cking off the "Provisional Peculiar Republic of

Tal ossa." Lorentz noted that "PUNK realizes that it was
el ected on an anti - Dobber puhl -as-King platform not an
anti-Mnarchy one,"” and prom sed a referendum at the end
of his six-nonth termto decide the fate of the

Thr one.

2. Meanwhil e, John Jahn returned to Tal ossa and teaned

up with fell ow conservatives Andrew Wzni ak, Wes Erni, and
Ben Madi son to forma "Rally for the Kingdom (RPR) to
restore King Dobberpuhl. The RPR was based in Ben's Vuode
Provi nce, so Lorentz sicked Ben's arch-eneny Bob Mirphy on
hi m as Vuode's "Governor General™ to scrutinize Ben's
every nove. They banned all royalist synbols and the word
"King" fromthe papers; Vuode threatened to secede from
Tal ossa.
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3. But on 10 April, Dobberpuhl hinself suddenly quit

Tal ossa in a bizarre, paranoid, angry letter claimng his
defeat was all a brilliant plot hatched by Ben Madi son to
cure "liberal apathy" by getting Lorentz's followers to
rally against himn

4. The cause of nonarchismin Tal ossa was in a shanbles
until My, when Florence Yarney put herself up as
candidate for "King" with Madison's bl essing. The Tories
wanted a non-Ben King and Yarney, a w dely-bel oved
teacher, fit the bill perfectly. "King Florence!" becane
the Tory rallying cry. Tal ossans were able to vote on the
i ssue earlier than expected when PM Lorentz suddenly

di ssol ved the Cosa on 29 July.

5. Ever the contrarian, Dan declared that Ben should

conme back and be King again. Arguing the RT "must orbit

t he bi g-Ben-ego,” Dan formed a "King Ben Party” to
chal | enge the PC. But Yarney was popul ar and only the PC
real ly canpai gned: on 15 August the Tories won a

| andsl i de 62.5% of the vote. Even Dan voted PC, his "King
Ben Party" got no votes. Jahn's TNP got 12.5% of the vote
and a host of mnor parties shared the remainder

Tal ossa's newest citizen, Sandee Prachel, was chosen to be
the next Tory Prinme Mnister

6. And on 24 August 1987, King Florence | was crowned

at a cerenony in Lake Park. Calling herself "the king of
swat, the king of rock and roll and the King of Tal ossa,™
she vowed not to banish her sister to Scotl and.

7. Sandee Prachel enmerged as an activist, anti-apathy
PM On 3 Septenber she vowed in her first Speech to the
Nati on to "encourage each Tal ossan to know nore about

Tal ossa, to wish to know nore about Tal ossa, and to w sh
to wish to know nore about Tal ossa. | pledge to do all |
can to nmake Tal ossa prosper." She bought copies of

Tal ossa's History, and of Madi son's new

Engl i sh-Tal ossan Dictionary, to nodel her

ent husi asm

8. Even nore inportant was the appearance that nonth of
the first "Clark," the nonthly journal of the Cosé& which
sends copies of all bills to the various MCs (Menbers of
the Cosad) for their votes in the "Vote By Post" system
whi ch prevailed in RT government until 1996, when the
goverment went onto the Internet. This first dark
contained 14 bills, and showcased the talents of Secretary
of State John Jahn, who published the dark (named for
"Cark Graphics," a copy shop in Tal ossa where the first
C arks were photocopied). The systemwas quickly mred in
controversy: MCs refused to pay fees to Jahn for bills
they submitted, so Jahn refused to count their votes.

9. MCs, infatuated with their own new found power,

tended to ignore party discipline. Madison's own PC

del egates revolted against himto support Lefti st

| egi sl ati on. A maj or showdown came when the Left (and many
Tories) defeated Ben's proposal that all future citizens
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buy his 200-page History of Tal ossa so they would
know sonet hi ng about the Tal ossa they were joining. Ben
even threatened to bolt fromthe PC

10. Wil e Tal ossans were vituperating over that and

ot her issues, Florence Yarney announced that she was tired
of being King and (like nost everyone else) wanted Ben to
be King again. When Madison formally w thdrew his support
fromthe left-leaning Prachel, who barely survived the
Novenmber 1987 Vote of Confidence, politicos |ike Lorentz
started calling for new el ections. Dan fielded a cynica
"Bob Fights Ticket" (BFT) so Robert | could be King while
Bob Murphy was nade Prine Mnister, just so the country
could see the cat-fighting between those two |long-tine
rivals.

11. And so, tired of all the whining, PM Prache

di ssol ved the Cos& on 29 Decenber and call ed new

el ections. Madi son announced that John Eiffler was the
PC s next choice for PM and vowed to oppose restoration
of the Ben-Ego nonarchy. The PC and Bl ack Hand ran as a
"United Party" (UP) in the election, as Madi son again
hal f - heartedly endorsed MN | eader Erni's call for
annexation of Shorewood.

12. The BFT, UP, TNP, FUN and Liberals were joined by
Andrew Wzni ak' s rabid Conservatives Agai nst Libera

Lazi ness or CALL, and STOW: (Jack) Schneider's

Tal ossan Marxist Party. It was an odd el ection with no

i mportant issues, and ended with the electorate in utter
confusion. The UP won only 32% of the vote, its worst
ever. Its rival BFT got 26% and the other 4 parties tied
at around 11% each. Observers expected a UP-TNP
coalition, but the two parties did not have a majority.
Rat her than rely on Whzni ak' s CALL, the UP turned to the
BFT and a ridiculous centre-left "grand coalition” took
shape.

13. The only issue was of course the Mnarchy. Madi son

was refusing to budge, but when Wes Erni--his |ast
ally--deserted him he finally gave in. On 2 February 1988,
Robert Ben Madi son announced he woul d accept the Throne
agai n.

Part Twel ve: Bob Fights.

1. The bizarre Ben-Bob coalition took office on 7

February 1988 when Bob Murphy, "surprised as hell to be
made PM " was sworn in. He kicked off his term by refusing
to give Tories their traditional cabinet portfolios, and
called for Talossa to give nost of its land to the USA; at
each cry of criticismfromthe UP, Lorentz taunted and
dared Madi son to quit the 3-hour-old coalition. As

St gt anneu pointed out, it was hard to blanme Ben for the
squawki ng, as it was a BFT canpai gn prom se

2. Feelings were nore positive when 15 Tal ossans

gat hered at Dan's house on Saturday, 27 February, for the
official re-coronation of H's Myjesty King Robert 1.
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Mur phy and Ki ng Fl orence made speeches, and then Fl orence
officially recrowned Robert |I. The newl y-restored King
had few powers, but vowed to be "a do-things King," not a
"mout hpi ece for the PM ™"

3. The PM had sonehow acquired the right to veto bills,
and Murphy used this power with relish to block the wll

of the Cos&, while Dan passed | egislation chastising the
King for his veto-which he had never used! In an

effort to save the coalition, the King and Mirphy signed a

"Conpact"” on 10 April: each agreed not to veto the other's
bills. But on 3 May, the PMtore up the "Conpact" by
vetoing a trivial bill making Ben | eader of Cézenbre, the

RT's tiny island col ony near France. Wen Ben protested,
Mur phy condemed "bitter, bitter Ben" and his "hysterics,"”
and proceeded to announce that both Lorentz and Mirphy
woul d boycott the next Tal ossan el ection. Stgtanneu sunmed
up their antics:

4. Their overall strategy is this: Push Ben back

into as prom nent a position as he can be (King) and then
portray himas a power-hungry, closed-m nded, right-w ng,
snivelling petty hysteric who is |eading Talossa to
stagnant doom This populistic, 'send hima nmessage' type
strategy presupposes the existence of a vast, untapped
wel | of anti-Ben discontent out there in Tal ossa. Does it
exi st? We think not, but an election mght clarify things.
Bring it on.

5. While Mirphy blasted Ben's "tiresonme shrill ness”

over Mirphy's broken prom ses, the United Party voted on
11 May to quit the coalition and changed its nanme back to
the "Progressive Conservative Party."” Mich to its
amazement, the PC found itself out in the cold when Mirphy
rallied the mnor parties in the Cosa to forma huge
coalition to shut the PC out of power. The coalition had
no agenda and Murphy admtted it only existed to piss off
the PC, it proposed not a single bill.

6. Despite all the infighting and bickering (or maybe

to have nore of it) Tal ossans sat down on 24 July to wite
a "1988 Constituziun" to replace the Organic Law.

Madi son, Murphy, Lorentz, Jahn and Andrew Wbzni ak argued
for five hours at a Constitutional Convention. The

Monar chy becane hereditary and the King got a real veto
(needing a Coséa vote to override it) while the PMs veto
was replaced by a PMs right to issue "Prine Dictates”
("PDs"): executive orders with the force of law. Lorentz
provi ded eight aptly naned "Vague Principl es" agai nst
which the | aws of Tal ossa woul d be judged. Madi son urged
strong referendumrules, but the élitist Left bl ocked
efforts to allow the people to make | aws by

ref erendum

7. Voters approved the new Constituziun and

el ected a new governnent but no left-wing party had

regi stered for the ballot. So when the polls closed on 14
Septenber, the PC trounced the TNP by wi nning an utterly
unpr ecedented 79% of the vote.
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8. Murphy ended his government with a blast of hot air,
taking credit for bills the King had witten and def endi ng
apathy. But his last blow came when Lorentz announced t hat
voters who had refused to vote (since no leftist party was
on the ballot) should be "represented" in the new Cosa by
enpty seats. The Uppernost Cort |aughed this argunent off,
but Murphy--tenporarily serving as a Cort justice--said it
shoul d have been done even if the Constituziun

forbade it.

9. Tom Buffone, a new citizen friend of Wes Erni's--and

a Leftist to boot--was very critical of the Dan/Bob
reasoning in the Cort case, and King Robert tapped the
conpl etely unknown Buffone to becone the RT's next Prine
M nister. He was sworn in on 21 Septenber, ending Mirphy's
228-day tenure.

10. His first challenge was a mass inmgration of
right-w ng teenagers. Andrew Wbzni ak got his friends Ron
Rosal ez and Dave Kuenn to join the RT; Rosalez gave little
reason for joining beyond a desire to 'crush conmuni sm

St gt anneu cal l ed Andrew s disciples "Androids," and they
prom sed to bring ten nore Androids into the country. The
Cosa tightened inmgration laws, requiring a Cort

i nterview of the prospective citizen, and a detail ed "Wat
Tal ossa Means to Me" essay. But Lorentz began npani ng that
"it's all over" for RT leftismif the Cosd |let these
Androids into the country; the issue hel ped bring Dan back
into political activity after nmonths of sl unber.

11. Tal ossa celebrated its 9th birthday on 26 Decenber
1988. Popul ation grew from22 to 26 that year, but in his
Throne Speech the King conceded: "1988 was not our

happi est year." He praised Leftist Buffone and Ri ghti st
Wbzni ak for participating without "an anarchistic desire
to trash the Big Ben Ego." Buffone, in the only issue of
his abortive third RT newspaper, "The Neophyte," summed up
the year: "Were else could you find an el ection
chal | enged on the grounds that those who did not vote
shoul d receive inactive seats in parlianment, and a party
that wins 75% of the vote which names a potential opponent
to the post of Prime Mnister?"

12. The PC governnent's job now was to heal the wounds
of 1988's "Bob Fights.”

Part Thirteen: The Buffone Era.

1. Buffone quickly put his underlings in their place:

He bl ocked Erni's plan to annex Shorewood and i nposed
sanctions on Ben's bel oved Icel and over whaling. But he
nmoved forward with plans for a sumertine | akefront party,
"Tal ossa Fest."

2. He also arranged a so-called "Living Cosa" on 21
January 1989 at which MCs could neet and debate bills:
Buf f one, Madi son, Eiffler, Lorentz and Kuenn (now of
Jahn's TNP) showed up. After voting on bills--in which
Kuenn altered Jahn's hand-witten votes--the Living Coséa
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was judged a success. But Lorentz sued the governnent for
illegality: the Constituziun said nothing about Living
Cosas. The Cort ruled that Lorentz was right, but Buffone
refused Lorentz's suggestion that the governnent,
overconme with contrition, ought to dissolve itself and
hol d new el ecti ons.

3. But Dan wanted back into power, and sent out a
petition urging Buffone to call elections. Instead Tom
simply anmended the Constituziun to allow Living

Cosas. Dan started conpl ai ning, again, that the Cosa nust
"represent’ non-voters with enpty seats, and called

Buf fone i moral for not doing this. Suddenly, Dan then
quit RT politics, vowing never to return. The Right al so
fell apart. Jahn's TNP now counted Androids Dave Kuenn and
Ron Rosal ez (collectively: "Davron") as nenbers. They
demanded, inter alia, that Tal ossa brew nerve gas

and assassi nate Chi nese | eaders. But when Kuenn anended
the TNP platformw thout Jahn's approval in March, Jahn
purged him "N ght of the Iong knives!" cackl ed

St gt anneu.

4. The PC predicted it would win a 2nd strai ght

majority in upcom ng el ections, unless any Left

party ran--even sone do-nothing vote sponge |ike the old
Li berals. On April 1, the King's sister Jennifer, after
proddi ng from Lorentz, declared her intention to "offer
the voters apathy" as head of a "Tal ossan Sponge Party."
Lorentz, its lately "inactive" instigator, forecast a
Sponge win and promised to serve in the Cosa as a Sponge
MC. "What a turn-coat!" exclainmed TNN

5. The PC stressed its vision of Tal ossa as a conmunity
of Living Cosés and Tal ossaFests. Sponge vowed to "give
Ben a hard tinme"; its canmpaign was so dull that Murphy
nearly ran another leftist party against it. Wzniak and
Kuenn ran a "Tal ossan Activist Party"” (TAP), bashing Jahn
Wes Erni, fed up with Ben's duplicity on not annexing
Shor ewood, broke to join the TNP. Wen it all ended on 14
May the PC had won half the vote: Buffone was reel ected
with no coalition. The TNP got a record-high 25% Sponge
20% and TAP 5%

6. Lorentz had earlier quit his seat on the Uppernost
Cort, but now wanted it back. Ri ght-w ngers bl ocked his
renom nation, but PC |eaders and Lorentz found an article
in the Constituziun which inplies that Cort nenbers

can't resign in the first place-so Lorentz was still on
the Cort after all!

7. The country found nore entertaining the circus

antics of Dave Kuenn. He declared that he wanted to be
King; the nation | aughed. Then he conpl ained that the rea
King "has totally no concept on how a deal is nmade," and
expl ai ned that when he demanded the Throne, all he

really wanted was for Ben to offer him say, a seat

in the Cosa. As the King said, "In the last US el ection
Ceorge Bush asked voters to 'read his |lips.' Dave wants ne
to read his mnd." Davron's weird bills (e.g. banning Gays
fromthe RT; mandatory tattoos) drew ridicul e al
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year .

8. On 1 July Dan Lorentz returned again fromretirenent

wi th yet another ideology. He clained Tal ossa's probl ens
resulted fromits "boring" King trying to make the RT a
real country. So Dan offered "Peculiarism™ urging Tal ossa
to be "interesting" by having enpty Cosa seats 'represent
non-voters, or having Tal ossa renounce physical space and
become a Zen-like "afterglow. ™ Al else was uni magi native
"Derivatisn: "Shall Tal ossa be just another nation

or shall Tal ossa be Tal ossa?"

9. The King saw "Peculiarisnt as a corrosive absurdity.
Tal ossa sinply was a country, or at |least pretended to be.
And as Ben pointed out, Dan was happy to keep the Cosa,
the flag, and other 'real country' features; "Peculiarisnt
was sinmply a label for Dan's own weird esoteric tastes:
"Peculiarismis sinply 'DAN LORENTZ' witten on a

rai nbow. It has no doctrine. It is not a philosophy.
Mussol i ni once said, 'Fascismis Missolini.' Well
Peculiarismis Dan." Jahn put it nore succinctly:
"PECULI ARI SM | S TO TALOSSA WHAT TERM TES ARE TO

WoOoD!

10. A Living Cosa was held by the lake on 22 July, as

part of Tal ossaFest. Things were not festive. TNN | aunched
a spiteful attack on Buffone's personal |ife, and nost
people were in "bash Jahn" node. Buffone quit as PMto
devote nore tine (he said) to school. Deputy PM Jack
Schnei der was sworn in as the new PM Kuenn and Rosal ez
denounced Jahn, tore up his TNP platform-and t hen Buffone
let themjoin the PCto spite him

11. The PC s nenbership now stretched from Davron, who
were Marines, to Jack Schneider, who was a Marxist. Erni
called it the "pot-pie blob" and it split, predictably,

i nto pro-Ben and pro-Davron wi ngs. Jahn denounced the
King, threatened to quit Tal ossa and benopaned the fact
that the PC seenmed to be the only nmeans to success.
Personal bickering hit a new peak. And so, on 23 July
1989, the King announced he was personally dissolving the
Cosa in hopes that a new el ection would channel the
vituperation back into the political arena.

12. Tal ossa faced "a crisis of public confidence in her

| eaders, her institutions, and her purpose,” the King told
his |l oyal subjects. Wuld a new el ecti on hel p change any
of this?

Part Fourteen: The Hitler-Stalin Pact.

1. The canpaign started in August 1989 with Davron's
runp "PC' and Lorentz' Peculiar Way up agai nst

Schnei der's and Madi son's reorgani zed half of the PC
called the Christian Denocratic Party--soon changed
to the Pats Vrats ("Real Country") after offending
Tal ossa's atheist majority.

2. During the canpai gn, PM Schnei der presented an
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eclectic agenda. He prom sed to teamup with Jahn's TNP on
"nmoral issues" (banning snoking in the RT, for exanple),
while trying to give Tal ossa's 40,000 Anerican "natives”
or "Cestolrs" the right to vote. He hoped this would
overturn the RT's "élitism" but nmost RT citizens saw
letting 40,000 "natives" outvote the 25 or so Tal ossans as
absurd. "Apartheid" had worked well for many years in

Tal ossa, and Jack's speech of fended everyone but Jahn--to
whom Jack made an overt pitch for a coalition

3. Voting ended on 15 Septenber 1989. As predicted, the
Pats Vrats won only 40% of the vote. And as pronm sed, Jahn
and Schnei der forned a coalition to keep Jack in power--and
bring Jahn across the aisle fromthe opposition for the
first time since 1985. Stgtanneu called the teamup of

ex- Nazi Jahn and Marxist Jack the "Hitler-Stalin Pact."

4. But Jahn joined the King and Lorentz in trying to

tal k Jack out of his Cestolr vote schene. Schnei der pushed
bol dl y ahead and on 15 Novenber 1989, voting for a
power | ess Cestolr Council began. As it turned out, only
one person cast a ballot out of the 40,000 eligible to
vote: Ben Madi son, who voted for his own "Vote Don't"
party, which won every seat on the Council and pronmptly
asked the Cosa to dissolve it!

5. It was a humliating defeat for Schneider, but

hardly the last. Jack supported a Dan bill in the Cosa
whi ch condemmed "nationalism" The King vetoed the bil
and explained in an 8 Decenber speech that Tal ossa nust
not oppose "nationalism since one of its definitions is
sinmply "the desire for national independence."” The King

noted that this bill would call Tal ossa's very existence
i nto question: "Because of something in comon between
us--1 call it a sense of nationality--our politica

aspirations cannot be satisfied solely by our
participation in Anerican politics. Ergo, Talossa. To
reject 'nationalism would reject the profound sense that
we are people whose lives would be less bright if there
were no Tal ossan state."

6. Schneider hit the ceiling and began phoni ng ot her

Tal ossans, trying to rally them against the King. As the
Li ving Cosa schedul ed for 30 Decenber 1989 neared, tenpers
were flaring. Jahn tried to persuade Schneider to drop the
whol e Cestodr Council matter and concentrate on the
Pecul i arists, who "want to denolish our present nationhood
and throw Tal ossa on a funeral pyre of burning
dictionaries!" But Schneider refused.

7. When Buffone, Madison, Eiffler, Lorentz, Muirphy,

Jahn, Andrew Wzni ak and Davron assenbled at the Living
Cosa on the afternoon of the 30th, they were badgered by
the PMthe nonment they wal ked in the door. Jack threatened
to resign if the bills banning snoking and setting up a
constitutionally nmandated Defence Mnistry (a sop to Jahn)
did not pass. Since the King by this tinme wanted

Schneider to resign, he fished for excuses to vote agai nst
these bills, which he had earlier endorsed; the neeting
opened wi th Schnei der currying favour wi th Davron
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offering to ban Stgtanneu fromreferring to them as
"Androids." This clunmsy attenpt to censor the press cane
out of pure opportunistic spite and the King vetoed

it.

8. The Living Coséa roundly approved the new citizenship

of Charmaine Chval a-Smth, a |left-w ng Canadi an whose
essay spoke of "dual citizenship in countries obsessed
with their own identity"; she bribed the Cort to admt her
wi th delicious, gooey honemade snacks. But the rest of the
busi ness was acri nmoni ous. The snoking and defence bills
both went down in flames thanks to Madison's flip-flops.
And Dan's attenpt to override the King's veto of his
anti-nationalismbill failed.

9. At this, Schneider admtted defeat. He dissolved the
Cosa and quit as PM Tom Buffone was sworn in as his
successor. The Living Cosa cane to a depressing end and
guests arrived for the RT's 10th Anniversary party only to
see the King's Speech fromthe Throne becone, wth

Schnei der vanqui shed, a verbose and pani cked attack on
Peculiarism If the Peculiars won the upcom ng el ection
they m ght keep their prom se and declare the RT a "weird
thing" (their words) instead of a country. In that case,
Ben warned, he m ght abdi cate agai n--because he woul d serve
only as King of Tal ossa, not King of a weird uncountrylike
silly thing: "I amthe King of a nation of dreamers, but I
cannot be King of every dream" So, he added later, "I am
King of the original dream"”

10. Elections featured the Pats Vrats (Mdi son and

Buf fone), the Peculiar Way (Lorentz and Schnei der) and the
TNP. Dan, sensing victory, |ooked reasonable and tal ked of
esoteric legal technicalities--while fielding referenda to
abolish Talossa's territorial existence and 'represent
non-voters by enpty Cosé seats. The King prophesied doom
and rem nded voters of the Peculiars' prom se to declare
Tal ossa "spiritual plasma" rather than a country.

Schnei der (with Jahn's help) also wote letters to
citizens, bashing the King with rhetoric. Amazingly, this
was the first tine direct mail had ever been used in a

Tal ossan canpaign. It was an innovation that allowed the
Pecul i ar Way canpaign to circunmvent the PC owned (at that
ti me) Stgtanneu and hel ped make Tal ossa substantially |ess
"Ben-centric."

11. Voters split the difference on 14 February 1990 by

el ecting the Peculiar Way (with only 50% of the vote) but
rejecting its policies in the tw referenda. (The puzzled
King called the results "a sheep in wlf's clothing.") The
Tories got only 36% of the vote; the TNP held the rest. 17
mont hs of Tory rule ended in disgrace, and now t he nation
was turning to Dan Lorentz, demanding that he be the one
to deal with all the scandal s and personal bickering that
t hreat ened Tal ossa's peace.

Part Fifteen: Sponge-soft Mishi ness.

1. After a year and a half of PC (or Pats Vrats) rule,
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Tal ossa awoke on the norning of February 15th, 1990, to

di scover the hapless Tories routed from power and the
Pecul i ar Way--Dan Lorentz' latest politica

i ncarnation--poised to formhis first governnent since the
col l apse of the Peculiar Republic in 1987. Despite w nning
only 50% of the vote Lorentz was sworn in as PMon 6 March
1990 in a quasi-coalition with Jahn, who was fum ng about
the King's "deceit and arrogance.™

2. The first situation Dan faced was John Eiffler's
renunci ation of his citizenship in a spasmof grief over
the viciousness in the election. The King ignored
Eiffler's departure, essentially saying "good riddance"
since Eiffler had voted Peculiar before quitting; Lorentz
bl amed Ben for the whole affair in his first Speech to the
Nati on on 12 March. But Lorentz vowed to help quell the
vituperation--by this tinme a standard Tal ossan politica
prom se--and then showed how After serving only six days
in office, Lorentz resigned! He appointed notorious
do-not hing Harry Whzni ak as his successor and

di sappear ed.

3. The nove stunned and even di sappoi nted both Madi son
and Jahn. Jahn hoped to do deals with the new government,
and pass | egislation over the King' s hel pl ess objections.
But with Dan's resignation, there was little governnent
left to deal with. TNP deputy Erni qui pped that "Lorentz
has slithered away, and there's nothing left but this
dried-up skin as Prine Mnister."

4. In the Cosa, Whzniak's new breeze of noderation was

not inmedi ately evident. The big parties kept wangling
over legislation. But Peculiar del egates soon drifted into
inactivity and in March, only 62 of their 115 Cosa seats
voted. Only continued squabbling between Madi son and Jahn
kept themfromteam ng up to knock Wzni ak out of power on
the Vote of Confidence. In April, however, Jahn and

Madi son began a rapprochenent and TNN denounced

Wbzni ak' s sommanbul ant governnent as "pl ants” whi ch ought
to be "destroyed."

5. But the CGovernnent was hardly unrepresentative of

the country's social climte. Apathy was rife everywhere
Jahn was in the process of uncovering his hitherto-repressed
honosexual identity (thus wecking his chance to recover
the votes of the bigoted Davron) and veered away from

t hi ngs Tal ossan for the tinme being. O her Tal ossans had

| ess interesting excuses, but not a single RT newspaper
appeared in May and the same nonth, the Leftists al nost
conpl etely abandoned ship. The May, 1990 O ark contai ned
not a single bill, and the King and Jahn finally agreed
that the Wbzni ak government was not worth saving. Only
Charmai ne Chval a-Smith turned up to support it; on a

74 to 10 vote, Wzni ak was booted out of office on the
Vot e of Confidence for the first time in RT history. Wen
told several days |ater what had happened, Wzni ak
reportedly burped "Ch, no!" and then vani shed back into
hi s beer.

6. In June the country geared up for a very strange
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el ection. The King's party changed its nane back to the
Progressive Conservative Party--which name was still being
used by the Davron schism so two different PCs contested
the race. To compound the weirdness, Lorentz decl ared that
he was personally all but giving up on Tal ossa and call ed
for Talossa to "nutate"” into an annual picnic and give up
its political life. Buffone, the King's choice to be the
next PM di sappeared.

7. The resulting el ection was incredibly uninteresting.
The Left was dead. Jahn's Gay TNP was giggling over its
"firm steel-hard | eadership” but tried to forman
alliance with the PC, citing "considerable noderation and
| ack of any formal right-wi ng agenda," while Davron proved
uncharacteristically vapid ("get Tal ossa back to

busi ness"). The voting ended on 13 July 1990 with the PC
wi nning 125 seats, Davron 38 and the TNP 37 in the 200-
seat Cosad. Wes Erni had quit the TNP when the King offered
himthe Prime Mnistership out of desperation--there was
barely anyone el se active left in the country. Only 16 of
27 voters had voted.

8. It says a lot about the social climte of Talossa in
the sunmer of 1990 that after elections ended on 13 July,
with the rout of the incunbent governnent, the story was
not reported in Stgtanneu until 31 August, or in TNN until
Septenber! It can be frankly said Tal ossa was in the m dst
of a depression--the closest to an enotional depression
this nation has ever witnessed. Not a single issue of

St gt anneu was published between 23 June and 31 August.
TNN, normally published every nonth, reported the el ection
results in its "July-Septenber” (!) issue, and dared hint
at the possibility of "ceasing publication conpletely"
owng to a lack of things to report. Stgtanneu downpl ayed
all this, claimng that nothing was wong in Tal ossa, but
Ben's clumsy Kiwanis C ub boosterismbore little fruit.
Jean Wllianms said "Talossa is dead" while Brook d af ke
said it ought to "fade like the Cold War." Even Jahn was

| eaning toward the Lorentzian vision of Tal ossa as an
"annual picnic at the |akefront™ with no politica

system

9. The country had to be rem nded that it had just held

an election in July. The King refused to swear in Prine
Mnister Erni till Erni wote his Speech to the Nation--but
rel ented out of desperation and swore himin at the end of
Sept enber .

10. A few days after taking office, Erni finally wote
hi s Speech which set out all too plainly the governnent's
of ficial goals: Continuation of the Wzniak "enlightened
apat hy" policy. Erni wistfully recalled his old

Machi avel I i an dreans for a Tal ossan conquest of Shorewood
but concluded that the nodern nonent called instead for a
"Kki nder, gentler Tal ossa" which would neekly be "an
enjoyable forumfor us all."” He signed off "in Sponge-soft
Mushi ness," as the nation wondered aloud: Was it tine for
Tal ossa to die?
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Part Si xteen: Death of a Nation?

1. Even as Erni offered "enlightened apathy" to the

nati on, Dan Lorentz deserted it once again. He resigned
hi s one Cosa seat and proclained, "I just don't care
about Tal ossa!" The King saw t he whol e apat hy

phenonenon as sinply the | atest mal evol ent politica
position Lorentz had espoused, but he could hardly blane
Dan for the fact that the Erni Government's first Living
Cosa, on 22 COctober 1990, couldn't even achieve a quorum
due to absentees. Wien a quorumwas finally attained a
week | ater, Jahn soiled hinself with a bill calling for
Germany to conquer nost of Europe, and for Tal ossa to
assassinate a | ocal alderman who hinself had threatened to
assassi nate commuters. The PC bal ked and a serious PC- TNP
rift occurred.

2. The only truly inmportant bill on the Cctober dark

was a "National Destiny Referendum Act," a nonbi nding,

nati onwi de referendumto allow Tal ossans to choose between
one of three potential futures for Tal ossa: Continuing "as
is," surrendering to apathy by going back to a "royal
dictatorship,” or, lastly, resolving that "Tal ossa has
outlived its useful ness and shoul d cease to exist, passing
into history."

3. By all rational standards, that shoul d have
overshadowed all other legislation on the Cctober dark
but this is Tal ossa. The October Living Cosad showcased the
TNP as the zany party of urban terrorismand the Fourth
Reich. It was evident to all fromJahn's |ast sparkling
burst of fanaticismthat while Jahn's lifestyle m ght have
changed, the TNP's had not. In the King's eyes, and those
of nost Tal ossans, the TNP renai ned what it had al ways
been, a fringe party. Its Big Huge Birds and Iron Crosses
and Triunph of the WIIl soundtrack renmained, as did its
radi oactive reputation.

4. So Novenber, 1990--which one can fairly say was the
nadi r of Tal ossa's existence--began wi th John Jahn

resi gning as an Uppernost Cort Justice, as Secretary of
State, and as head of the Tal ossan National Party.

Tal ossan National News (TNN) ceased publication on 7
Novenmber, and Jahn expressed his regret for "the obvious
decline and inmpending fall of our Tal ossan State as we
know it." Jahn proclai med:

5. | amdisgusted with the status quo, from which
there is no possible escape save a further spiralling into
t he abyss. Talossa has sinply lost its fire, its raison

d étre. Personally, | aminsulted by the lack of respect
the PC has shown ne over the years. Despite ny extrene
| evel of commitnent, patriotismand involvenment, | have

remai ned an outsider at best--a scapegoat at worst. In
light of all this, it is time to quit.

6. While Jahn's right was collapsing, Dave Kuenn

| eader of his own right-w ng 'Progressive Conservative
splinter faction, dashed off a strongly worded "angry
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reply" to the King, blam ng the "inm nent destruction” of
Tal ossa on the King and "a few jerks who ruin the fun for
ot hers. "

7. On 15 Novenber 1990 t he Destiny Referendum began

Ben lanmented the RT's current woes in Biblical terns:

"How doth the city sit solitary, she that was full of
peopl e! How is she becone as a wi dow, she that was great
anong the nations, and princess anong the provinces, how
is she become tributary!”™ He called for voters to

rally behind a living, denocratic Tal ossa because, he
wote, "without Talossa in our lives, we shall become pale
and uninteresting."” He was al nost alone, forcing the
feeding tubes into the unwilling patient despite al

around hi m becom ng "realistic" about Tal ossa's inevitable
doom It was precisely his own lack of "realism" of
course, that kept Talossa alive in the next crucial

months. But its pul se kept on weakening; Lorentz quit as a
Cort justice on 24 Novenber, and six days l|later, Foreign
M nister Bill Renzi died!

8. As if to add insult to injury, Davron began a new
(and abortive) Tal ossan newspaper on 26 Novenber 1990,
called The Integrity. It consisted |argely of

personal attacks on King Robert for not nam ng Dave Kuenn
King--and a detailed "fecal |og" that explained in depth
the frequency and consistency of Kuenn's bowel novenents.
This was no substitute for TNN

9. Only 13 citizens voted, but the Destiny Referendum
ended on 14 Decenber 1990 with a resoundi ng "yes" for
Tal ossa. 84.6% of voters backed Ben's call for a living,
denocratic Tal ossa. Jahn and Madi son's sister supported
the "royal dictatorship”--but nobody voted to kill off
Tal ossa.

10. For the thankful King at |east, the referendum
breathed new life into Tal ossa, and he was able to wite
hi s annual Throne Speech on the nation's 11th birthday, 26
Decenmber 1990, with considerably nore optim smthan he had
expect ed:

11. While nuch in Talossa is inherently hard to

believe, it still seens hard to believe that we are now
into our twelfth year of sovereignty and still plugging
away at it. However, the sound of our pluggi ng has changed
in the past year, as has its pace. What Tal ossa tells us
now, in her falsely-runmoured twilight, is that the
greatest irony of Tal ossan history, perhaps, is that for
sone, Talossa is far too 'real’ for their tastes. W, the
survivors, the blem shed, the persistent nmenbers of a
community who refuse to quit: W are proud to say that
we're still here. Way? Perhaps precisely because we |ike
oursel ves, and each other. Let 1991 be our greatest year
yet, and here's a toast to another year of pluggi ng away
at Tal ossa.

12. That sane issue of Stgtanneu al so contai ned a

letter from Andrew Wzni ak, and quotati ons from Jahn
Schnei der, d afke, Buffone, Yarney, Chvala-Smth
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WIlliams, Erni, Harry Madi son, Lorentz and, of course, the
King. Wien 1990 finally ended, there was still a comunity
cal l ed Tal ossa. Decenber 1990 was the nonth when things
began to change.

Part Seventeen: Jahn Unl eashed.

1. Tentative optimsmcontinued into January, 1991

After quitting his oodles of rdles, John Jahn in Decenber
had voted "no confidence” in PMErni's governnent and
demanded new el ections. In January, however, he changed
his mnd and said "yes" to keeping the PCin office

anot her nonth. The dark that nonth forced two wayward
provi nces--Kuenn's Atatirk, which hadn't held required
elections in years, and Jahn's Port Maxhestic, which

woul dn't dream of hol ding el ections--to submt to
denocratic rule. The King seized power in Atatirk, but in
Port Maxhestic, Charnaine Chvala-Smith arose to topple
hal f a decade of Jahnocracy, defeating Jahn humliatingly
after being denounced as "weak and fem nine." Jahn had to
flee to neighboring Maritiim Province, which he quickly
re-Jahni zed

2. The Cosé al so anended the Constituziun to allow
wite-in candidacies in elections, in order to encourage
political participation. The barely active Erni was
approved as Jahn's successor on the Cort, though the Cosa
war ned that "junper cables" mght be needed to "activate"
him But by February, something unheard-of was happeni ng:
Jahn and the King jointly sponsored bills to revoke

Tal ossa's recognition of an i ndependent Pal estine, and to
join George Bush's war on Iraq (lrag's doomwas only a
matter of tinme; why let the US get all the glory?). PM
Erni declared war on Iraq in February.

3. On 15 January Dave Kuenn sent an odd letter to John
Jahn, ostensibly apol ogi zing for various anti-Gy remarKks.
He bashed the King, said he was quitting Tal ossa, and
urged Jahn not to "conprimze" with the King. But the

bi got ed anal - phase nuttiness of The Integrity gave

Jahn the peculiar experience of being outflanked fromthe
Right. In US politics--which nmeans nore in Tal ossa than
many realize--Jahn had al so noved away fromthe
fundanmental i st right wing during his sexual revolution the
previous year. He cane to identify nore with noderate-right
positions that King Robert had al so wobbled into in recent
years; the two could now tal k politics w thout arguing.

4. Stgtanneu soon reported that Erni "probably" woul d
not seek reélection: "John Jahn, who has been cozying
up to the PC for nonths, is seen as the nost likely
candidate to take over the PMship in the event of a PC
victory (Jahn was last PMin 1985 and is positively
drooling at the prospect).™

5. At the tine it still seemed |ike a desperate nove;
the King really had nobody else to turn to for Prine
M nister. But the alliance was cenented in md-February
wi th the announcenment that the King's former ally, Tom
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Buf f one, would run his own hippy leftist party against the
PCin the election set for March; the King joked that it
was a choi ce between "Gy government or Reggae
government." Actually both parties stressed the sane

t henes: Buffone's "Un-Naned Party" (UP) sought to
"reactivate" the country while the PC sought a
"revitalized" country. Stgtanneu, of course, endorsed
Jahn:

6. Whatever his extrem st bizarrities nmay have been

(and may still be), Jahn has been consistently inpressive
as a | eader, a statesnman, and above all an active,
informed and interested Tal ossan citizen. At this nonent
in our nation's history all who are truly Tal ossan cry out
for | eadership that is active, informed and interested.
Jahn's ent husiasm for Tal ossa, despite politica

di sillusionment and | ast year's resignation as Secretary
of State, has been unfl aggi ng. He deserves a

chance.

7. Buffone reaped his harvest anmong |l eft-w ngers for

whom Jahn was still a pariah, but the Tories captured a
majority of the 13 ballots cast and won handily with 108
seats to the UP's 92. Jahn took office as PMon 20 Apri
1991, picking Hitler's birthday as an "in your face" to

t he spooked Leftists. (Erni urged himto wait a week and a
hal f, till the anniversary of Hitler's suicide.) H's
government got off the ground slowy, its first O ark not
appearing until June. Jahn addressed the people in sober
and tentative words which turned out rather odd conpared
to the dramatic upsurge in activity which his governnent
woul d see. Jahn touted his "history of unquestioned

i nvol venent and conmitnent” to the RT, and prom sed that
"l could run anok in this office, but |I haven't the
inclination to do so. Besides, | was not elected to smash
the system-to reform reorgani ze, renew, rebuild. Rather
to retain.”

8. On 1 May Jahn urged nore parties--social ones, not
political ones--"to 'revive' Talossans to sone extent,
and renew friendships as well." The "New Jahn"

procl ained his "seemngly irrevocabl e novenent | eftwards,
away froman extrenmely closeted and hypocritical past."
H s increasing social openness went hand-in-hand wth
concentration on parties and conmunity as vital to RT
identity and survival. Not all was positive: the nation
gaped as Jahn and Erni bickered over whether Frank Sinatra
or Goria Estefan should be the RT's "Nationa
Entertainer”; Erni (and Goria) won. But the revival was
genui ne. Jack Schnei der, who peppered the press with
erudite and opaque | egal conplaints, stepped up to fil
Dan Lorentz' enpty seat on the Uppernost Cort, while Dan
himsel f returned to the Cosa after a | ong absence. Jahn
repl aced the nunerically chall enged Madi son as Secretary
of State.

9. The inmage of Jahn as Mdses, |eading the people out

of apathy, began brilliantly on 20 July, when nine

Tal ossans gathered at Tal ossa's | akefront for the annua
Tal ossaFest, an afternoon of cooking out, snacking, mnusic
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(Estefan et al.) and Tal ossa-oriented conversation

Jahn declared it "a wonderful success” and hel ped nmake it
a permanent part of the RT social |andscape. The

at nosphere was very positive, perhaps due to the fact that
a Living Cosa was not held at the same tinme. It was
sedate, pleasant, and fun: People were there to enjoy
bei ng Tal ossan. No one could m stake the facts. Tal ossa
was back!

Part Ei ghteen: Re-Energization.

1. Jahn's community spirit continued on 13 August 1991
when the O d Country Buffet ("OCB") in Brookfield, USA
hosted an "OCB Forum on the Constituziun, attended by
Jahn, Buffone, Schneider, Madison and Erni. Schnei der and
Buf f one were plotting to keep the King's 'disruptive

i nfluence' out of elections. "They want to tie ne to a
tree in Downer Wods for a nonth," clainmed Madi son, who
used the occasion to unveil a "bill of rights,"” the
Covenants of Rights and Freedons. These 19

"Covenants" covered al nost every right imaginable,

i ncl udi ng guar ant eei ng assi sted sui ci de and bashi ng
Creationism It also banned "affirmative acti on" as raci st
and prohibited hippy protests. Voters |ater approved it
all by a 77% majority with Schnei der dissenting, objecting
to the provision that said that only the governnent could
take away private property.

2. Voters went to the polls on 30 Septenber and

approved a referendumto allow the Cosa to strip "dead"
peopl e of their citizenship, a book-keeping neasure to
elimnate people fromthe rolls who hadn't been seen or
heard of for years. Wrds were exchanged when it was found
a week later that Tom Buffone had tried to vote, but |eft
his ballot at Ben's house while Ben was out of town as the
other ballots were counted. Ben urged Tomto sue the
Secretary of State so a formal decision could be rendered.
But like so many "aggrieved" Leftists, Buffone took out
his frustrations on Tal ossa and the King rather than using
the rules of the gane to obtain justice.

3. On 12 Cctober 1991 the Living Cosa net for the first
time in a year. Buffone, Jahn, Erni, Madison, and

Schnei der attended and debated 10 bills. Debate on an
excruci atingly conpl ex Schneider bill to strip the King of
his veto took over an hour. It vaguely denmanded that Ben
and Jahn go into the Constituziun and figure out exactly
what needed to be changed for it to become law It died on
a party-line vote. Ot her bills included Schneider blasting
Capitalismas un-Christian; another Jack bill proposed a
secret ballot--it was so baffling it had to be wi thdrawn
before a vote--and Jahn gave the RT what is purportedly the
worl d's nost liberal Gay rights | aw

4. I n Novenber, the Cosa approved a bill liberalizing

the nation's electoral system over the nass abstentions
of the Left. It enpowered all party |leaders to distribute
ballots, giving to all the power Ben once reserved to
hinself. O course, the Left saw this as another evil plot
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to increase the King's powers. But soon the

abstentionist Left started unspooling again. Lorentz and
Buf fone refused to run in the next elections--and Buffone
refused to take seats in the next Cosa. Specul ation that
Jack Schneider would rally the troops proved unfounded,
and the PC entered the el ection unopposed for the first
time in history.

5. The PC was solid behind their Leader, John Jahn

whil e the King was doing his best to convince Jahn the PC
actually could still |ose. Canpaigning started in

m d- Decenber; voters were greeted only by Tory canpaign
literature which begged themto support Jahn rather than
plunge the RT "into yet another Sargasso Sea of

Dan-i nspi red backbiting.” The PM stood am dst a froth of
statistics and spoke of higher thenes:

6. | honestly feel | have earned both the votes of

those Citizens who supported ne | ast sumer, and those who
did not. I cannot specifically denounce any organized
opposition to ny reelection plans, because so far there
isn'"t any. Besides, |'m above negative canpai gning.

Rather, | stand on ny record, alongside the King and ny
other allies, and ask for your honest appraisal. | hope
and trust |'ve earned your vote, and | hope you'll allow
me to remain your Prinme Mnister

7. The King gave his annual Speech fromthe Throne on
26 Decenber 1991, the Kingdom of Talossa's 12th
bi rt hday:

8. Tal ossa's canvas has always had the ability to

hi ghlight the two kinds of artists who paint her:

conmuni ty-bui |l ders and conmunity-users. Tom Buffone and
Jack Schnei der have opted out of an active réle in the
process for now. Whether they will go down in history as
buil ders or users of Talossa renains to be seen, and

Tal ossans who need their bal ancing voices are urged to
urge themto speak up for bal ance.

9. In an effort at canvas-painting, the PMtried to

hel p the Leftists out with a party commenorating Tal ossa's
birth day--after all, they won their Cosa seats by
endorsing "apolitical functions such as |ndependence Day
celebrations.” But the ever-baffling noodswi ngs of the
Left had swung again, and they refused to cone! |nstead,
they set up a rival party with no Tal ossan trappings.

Madi son showed up with ballots and was jeered; Leftists
who refused to run denounced the vote as a "shan since
only the PC was on the ballot. But thanks to the PC,
wite-in votes were now | egal. Bob Murphy ran the "Spastic
Progressi ves Agai nst Regressive Konservatives," or SPARK
Buf f one ran a one-nman ' Anarchist' party. Qthers wote

"M ckey Mouse" in as a joke, refusing to vote. Macht and
Lorentz realized they could forma "M ckey Muse Mvenent"
and cl ai mthose votes, representing, Macht wote,

"those who have seened anbi val ent and apat hetic and who
will rise to remind the powers that be that nothing is for
certain in Talossa." Jack Schneider created a "Soci al
Econonmic and International Responsibility Party" (SEl RP),
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derided as 'syrup.' He was a day late in handing in his
bal |l ot, but Secretary Jahn generously counted it anyway.
Jack then accused Jahn of "corruption” for allowing himto
vote! Only in Tal ossa.

10. On 14 January 1992 our nost hotly contested

election in two years ended with the Cosa evenly split
between the PC and a host of Leftists, with Jahn stil
clinging to power on a technicality: a 50/50 tie counts as
a win for the incunbent. Turnout was up, people were
active--and it was clear the RT had truly been
"re-energi zed" as PM Jahn procl ai ned.

Part Ni neteen: Personal Fantasy Fi ef dons.

1. Jahn followed up his re-election with a makeshift
12th Anniversary party attended by six Tal ossans

i ncl udi ng, oddly, Davron, the right-w ng Mrines who
stormed out of RT politics in 1990 calling Jahn a

"Hono- Nazi " and Madi son a "boring jerk™ who had "ruined"
the RT by not naking Dave its king. They provoked the
first big split in Jahn's governnent by asking for two
Cosa seats fromthe PC. Despite the fact the PC would
have to depend on Davron's loyalty to preserve its
razor-thin majority, Madison and Erni persuaded Jahn
(agai nst his good judgnment) to give themseats, in the
interest of getting as many citizens invol ved as possible.
Erni downpl ayed their potential mschief ("They could be
Karl Marx and Lenin, but they've got one seat

each!"), but it was in fact a ruinous idea.

2. The Tories also gave away seats to John Eiffler, who
had | eft Tal ossa in disgust in 1990 over excessive
spilling of personal vitriol. He was wel coned back by al
who saw hi m as sonet hing of the "consci ence of Tal ossa.”
PM Jahn cel ebrated the uptick in national vibes in a
February speech, in which he noted the return of so many
active citizens:

3. "lIt's perhaps too early to speak of 'norning in

Tal ossa,' but | don't think it's too far fetched to say
that our Kingdomis better off than it was before I becane
Prime Mnister. And the best is yet to cone (I can hear
the chants already: "No third term No third term') W'l
see about that."

4. Unfortunately, happy time gives way so easily to

silly time in Tal ossa and much of Jahn's second term was
spent in pitched battles with Davron's revived right-w ng
screed The Integrity. Davron | aunched a series of

savage personal attacks on Jahn, while Madi son sprang to
Jahn's defence by quoting Ham et and suggesting they used
steroids, to which Davron reacted in horror, fearing a
pl ot by the King of Talossa to have themthrown out of the
US Marine Corps. Al three newspapers--Stgtanneu, The
Integrity, and TNN (whi ch Jahn revived that January)--were
consunmed by this bizarre norality play for nonths, which
anmounted nostly to nanme-calling on all sides, punctuated
by frantic appeals for Davron to be "tolerant”™ while they
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accused Jahn of "necrophilia" and Madi son of "chil di shness
and | esbianism™ It was not Tal ossa's finest hour

5. Surprisingly, despite the escal ati ng verbi age, Kuenn
and Rosal ez kept their prom se and voted "yes" on the
February Vote of Confidence in Jahn's governnent. The sane
nonth, the Coséa finally restored to the Constituziun the
right of native-born Tal ossans, or "Dandelions," to

beconme Tal ossan voters upon reaching maturity. Not that
the RT had a problemattracting immigrants; for the first
time since 1989, a new player took the stage. N ck Kovac,
a quasi-leftist high school debater from Ri verside, was

i nducted into the nation that spring. The Left began to

| ook longingly at himas a possible new | eader--a
Winderkind to do the job of attacking the PC while Lorentz
and Buffone could plop back into confortable apathy

agai n.

6. Irked by Jahn's lack of enthusiasmfor their

proposed "Tal ossan Chess Chanpi onship,"” roomuates Harry
Wbzni ak, Bob Murphy and Dan Lorentz suddenly declared on
21 March 1992 that their apartnent was "secedi ng" from
Vuode Province and form ng "Bradford Province"! By the
9th of May, Vuode and Bradford had reluctantly settled
their border dispute and the new Province was recogni zed
intim for the ten-man chess fiesta to take place. Ws
Erni defeated Nick Kovac to win the event. Jahn did not
attend; he was fending off abstruse and ridicul ous court
chal | enges fromthe paranoid Jack Schnei der

7. Feelings were nore positive when Tal ossans arrived

for a cookout/Living Cosad on 30 May. Half the popul ation
showed up! Debate on bills was as usual interesting, with
the anti-King Left voting down the King's bill that would
have given all the King's power away to a President

el ected by the Left. Jahn called their nove "the

bi ggest indication ever that the Left really doesn't want,
or know how to use, political power." The Coséa al so

faced a crucial Vote of Confidence. The Tories had taken a
huge ri sk handi ng over so many of their seats to Eiffler
Kovac, and Davron. The defection of one seat could Kil
Jahn's government; for once Talossa's rulers had acted
selflessly rather than crassly. But re-energization's bats
were comng home to roost in the Kingdomis |egislative
belfry: the Left nost benefitted fromthe huge upsurge in
activity.

8. The treacherous Davron broke their prom se and voted
"no" on the May 1992 Vote of Confidence, but when they
were joined by left-wing PC Cosda Menber John Eiffler, PM
Jahn qui ckly dissolved the Cosa on 30 May and cal | ed new
elections to avert a humliating defeat on the Vote of
Confidence. The Left, totally re-energized, |aunched a
vi gorous canpai gn. Davron joined them ran as "chanpi ons
of evil,"” and vani shed. No matter; Buffone and Lorentz
flamed the PC as corrupt, warnongering, even sonehow
anti-abortion! The Un-Nanmed Party (UP)'s grotesque,

i ncendi ary fal sehoods set a new lowin RT politics:
"We've got to have | eadership that encourages
participation in Tal ossa. W must prevent Tal ossa from

42



Ar Pats: A Cheap History O Tal ossa

becom ng the personal fantasy fiefdom of Jahn, Ben and
their mlitaristic and bureaucratic allies.” Jahn's
government had given its own |ife away handi ng over
Cosa seats to all its enemes in an effort to involve
as many Tal ossans as possible. Accusing it of

di scouragi ng participation was bi zarre. The

letter rankled Jahn and Madi son to no end, but it did
the trick.

9. When votes were counted on 14 July 1992, the UP had
knocked the PC out of power and, failing to win a majority
itself, fornmed a coalition with Jack Schneider's SEIRP
party, ending two unbroken years of PC rule. Stgtanneu
sernoni zed: "A fog of illegitimcy hangs heavy over

this new régine. W just hope their conduct and their
bills show that they are truly as concerned about Tal ossa
and participation as they were with getting el ected. My
Tal ossa survive this governnent!"”

Part Twenty: Vindictism

1. The UP-SEIRP coalition government took office in

July of 1992 across the aisle froma bitter and angry PC
Qoposition. Arelatively noderate "Mnor'ity Party (M),
started by new citizen N ck Kovac, what Jahn called the

"bi g i nponderable" in the new Coséa, renained al oof from

bot h si des.

2. Tom Buffone started things off by refusing to hold

Tal ossaFest or wite a Speech to the Nation, the normal
first step in any new Government. He then left all his
party's Cosé seats vacant by refusing to tell Secretary of
State Jahn whet her anyone woul d occupy them But the dark
went out to all who were registered as Cosa Menbers--which
so far included only the PC, the "Mnor'ity Party, and
Jack Schneider. Wien the Vote of Confidence was held at
the end of August, it revealed a total of 24 votes "for"
and 55 "against" the Governnment: Tom had been voted out of
office after only a nonth in power!

3. Buffone refused to accept the vote, claimng he

hadn't "authorized" the Clark to be issued in the first

pl ace, despite nenbers of his party, suspecting

they m ght have seats, trying to vote on what Tom now
called an "illegal"™ Cark. The Cort untangled this ness
and pissed off both Buffone and his rival Jahn by ruling
that the Clark was |egal, but giving Buffone a second
chance on the Vote of Confidence. The government was
saved, but Buffone railed agai nst the decision anyway.
Justice Jack Schneider, who voted for the conprom se, was
soon beaten into a froth by his coalition partner Buffone,
and he too began railing against the very Cort of which he
was a menber.

4. The result was an outbreak of gridlock in the Coséa

as UP nenbers voted agai nst anything PC regardl ess of its
nerits. To circunvent the Cosad, Buffone issued a series of
unpopul ar PD s--1egal edicts--overturning various |aws.
Tori es denounced t hese undenocratic efforts, but though
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he objected to nearly every one of them the King signed
theminto law, bowing to the PMs authority. But when
Buf fone issued a PD negating the Cosad's support for the
candi dacy of Bill dinton, the King bal ked and demanded
the Cosa be able to vote on it. He vetoed the PD, using
his veto pen for the first time in many years.

5. At the sanme tinme, Talossans were confronted with a
Royal referendumon "national identity," asking themto
officially define Talossa as "a comunity of persons
havi ng fun by doi ng things which are reasonably simlar to
what other ('real') countries do--whether for reasons of
tourist nostalgia, out of a lust for power, or in pursuit
of parody." The King considered this noderate

statenment a repudiation of any "peculiarist governnment"
that denied Talossa's true country nature. He warned that
rejection of the referendumby Leftist obstructionists
could have dire but unspecified consequences.

6. A big majority approved the referendum-but, thanks

to Tomand Dan, it was one vote shy of the 2/3 majority it
needed. Under pressure froman investigation by Buffone's
Attorney CGeneral Bob Mirphy, the King reacted by declaring
hi s home province, Vuode, to be a sovereign Principality
that was seceding from Tal ossa! The King reasoned: Buffone
refused to accept the fact that Tal ossa was really a

nati on. Therefore, he couldn't conplain if Vuode viol ated
what the Constituziun called "national™ law. "I wll admt
it does seemlike you' ve managed to come up wi th sonething
pretty clever," Lorentz conceded; he |ater denounced
Vuode's "Unil ateral Proclamation of Secession" as
"bewi | deringly conpl ex and anbi guous, " the product of
m nd Jesuits would envy."

a

7. Meanwhile, Buffone was faced with the resignation of
John Jahn as Secretary of State. N ck Kovac had submtted
some very long bills to the ark, and the law put a fee
on such big bills. Kovac refused to pay, and the PM
refused to enforce the |law, so Jahn quit out of disgust
with Buffone's fiasco-ridden adm nistration. Lorentz took
over as Secretary.

8. Tempers boiled over on 16 Novenber 1992 when King
Robert dissolved the Cosa. The government ignored him
claimng the King was no | onger a Tal ossan citizen! The
King claimed a "junta" had seized control; the country
spun into a constitutional inmpasse with the King and
Lorentz suing each other in the Uppernost Cort. The King
argued that only if Talossa is a real country and Ki ngdom
was Vuode's secession illegal; he asked the Cort to rule
that Talossa is a country and that Dan's "Peculiarisni
was an invalid philosophy, which the Cort (Erni, Schneider
and Kovac) proceeded to do enthusiastically. Wth his
point thus affirmed, Ben gave up Vuode's rebel posturing.
The Cort did convict himof treason but only forbade him
to vote on one Clark, since he was a "first tine

of fender."

9. But before the King could not vote on the Novenber
G ark, PM Buffone decided to utterly perplex the nation
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He di ssolved the Cosa and called el ections two nonths
early. TNN exulted: "The UP | eadership has lost its way
and it's been blown asunder in the aftermath.” Voting
began with Dan boasting that the UP would get 2/3 of the
vote and strip the King of all his powers; this after
refusing to strip himof any of his powers only

months earlier. Madison led a manic, tirel ess canpaign:
scarcely a week into the election, the PC had seized
enough votes to dash any hope of a UP victory. G ven the
UP's adverts in this election--as nisleading as the | ast
time--the Tories found this especially sweet.

10. When it all ended on 14 January 1993, the PC and UP
tied at 87 seats each. The MP of N ck Kovac and newconer
Andrew Wrm hel d the bal ance of power--and coal esced with
the PC, bringing Jahn back as PM After the frenetic

el ection, Toms failure to win Kovac's support, and the

shaky coalition the PC now | ed, Stgtanneu remarked: "It
just doesn't get any weirder than this." Ch yes it
does!

Part Twenty-one: The Tunguska Event.

1. On 19 January 1993, the new y-re-sworn-in PM John
Jahn, issued a dintonesque Speech to the Nation
expressing his hope that he woul d preside over "a
relatively tranquil period of governnent." Unbeknownst to
him Tom Buffone had just received a letter fromthe
notoriously chinerical Brook @ afke, who had voted PCin
the election by submtting a VIA Form (an absentee
ballot). But the letter charged that Jahn had sonmehow
"controllingly" forged Brook's vote!l Tal ossa was stunned.
Wul d the election results have to be changed? A flurry of
phone calls reveal ed that Jahn was livid, Lorentz
confused, Buffone bl oodthirsty, Kovac perturbed, and

Madi son perplexed. Only the Cort could untangle the

ness.

2. Kovac threatened to pull out of the coalition. He
conceded the PC had been "perfectly legal™ in swearing
Jahn in as soon as the election was over, but blaned the
King for moving so quickly, as if somehow Brook's bolt
fromthe blue could be anticipated. Tom Buffone,
meanwhi | e, declared Jahn guilty, refused to take his own
Cosa seats, clainmed he was still PM and ended up
abandoned by Dan Lorentz who condemmed "the vindictism of
peopl e |li ke Tom and Jack"” and made it quite clear that
Jahn was the country's |legal PM Jahn denounced

Buf fone's "ridi cul ous shenani gans” as "absurd and

peevi sh. ™

3. Both Jahn and Madison filed chronol ogi es of events

to show how Jahn coul d not possibly have forged a ballot.
Jahn suggested G af ke be conmtted to "the Robert

Dobber puhl Home for the Insane,” and wote a

psychoanal ysis of his erstwhile friend; Madi son focused on
| egal issues and assuned the réle of Defence Attorney for
Jahn in the expected Cort case.
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4. In an unrel ated nove, Madi son quit the Uppernost

Cort and N ck Kovac was naned his successor. It was
Kovac's only bright spot all year. Wth the UP refusing to
take seats, the PC domi nated the "runmp" Cosa. Kovac's
power broker réle was nullified since there was no live
opposition he could threaten to join. The Left coll apsed
in an orgy of self-recrimnation while Kovac, in true RT
Leftist style, blaned it all on the PC. The PC

eventually tired of his carping and passed a law-with the
MP's witless approval --abolishing the need for a

quorumin the Coséa, which rendered Kovac conpletely
irrelevant.

5. Equally baffling was what TNN cal |l ed "The case of

the m ssing case."” The "hang 'em high" Leftists proved
utterly incapable of bringing Jahn to trial in the Brook
bal | ot case, beyond, as TNN put it, "ranting to third

parties about vague threats of illegitimcy, lies and
deceit." The statute of limtations would expire on 14
April, after which Jahn could not be prosecuted. As

everyone predicted, the Left never got their act together
t he deadl i ne passed with no trial. The issue that

convul sed Tal ossa for nonths was quietly buried. Stgtanneu
gave it only the briefest mention: "Tom Jack: You bl ew
it. End of story." Leftists nanaged to bl ame Ben Madi son
who was neither judge, jury, defendant, or plaintiff, for
the coll apse of their case! Apparently it was "Ben's
responsi bility" as founder of Tal ossa to nake sure they
prosecuted his client.

6. Wth abject rule of the Cosé insured by the refusa

of 87 UP seats to vote, the Tory Juggernaut rolled its big
guns onto the May 1993 O ark. They gave the King a
[imtless Wsconsin-style line itemveto, insured
automati c succession to the Throne with no approval of an
heir by referendum and passed a |aw to expel apathetic
citizens if they refused to vote in three consecutive

el ections. They created a national police and even
approved a tongue-in-cheek holiday to honour Missolini
This proved too nuch for Kovac and Worm who bolted from
the coalition and never returned to RT politics in any
significant sense

7. Jack Schnei der--subject of TNN exposés for his
rabbit-killing frenzies, comunism and bizarre eating
habi ts--al so | ashed out at the country's |leaders in a

wi thering diatribe. He cursed the PC as a cabal of "Nazis
and Fascists,” and vowed to throw away any RT newspapers
comng to his door. Next he vowed to gum up the business
of the Cort by not participating. The Cosé booted himoff
the Cort in June by a vote of 102-10--replacing himwith
hi s arch-eneny John Jahn

8. For a nonment it |ooked like the Left would revive.
Dan Lorentz warned that Tal ossa was in a "serious wane"
and announced a "Grain of Salt Party" for the upcom ng
el ection. But Lorentz and Kovac each |l azily begged the
other to run; in the end, neither bothered to vote. The
Left next sabotaged the 1993 Tal ossaFest by scheduling a
rival party at the other end of the park; Jahn's
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"relatively tranquil" governnent ended its termin August
with a blaze of insignificance enlivened only by the
naturalization of Gary Schwi chtenberg, a friend of the

Ki ng' s.

9. The election of 14 Cctober 1993 was utterly

poi ntl ess. The paranoid PC warned about a last-m nute
Leftist surge, but there was no surge. Leftists refused to
vote. Only Brook turned out to vote against the PC (and
for his own "Atheist Pantheist Party") after the King
publicly begged himto run to maintain a veneer of
opposition. Wth Brook's ballot physically confirned,
voting ended with the Iowest turnout in history: only 31%
of voters voted for parties. The PC won an enbarrassi ng
178 seats (89% of the vote) to A &afke's 22. TNN called it
"The Tunguska Event." Voters al so | opsidedly passed

ref erenda scrappi ng the Vague Principles (the |ast vestige
of Leftismin the Constituziun) and officially defining
Tal ossa the way the King had wanted before Vuode's
'secession' the previous year

10. But the big news was the horrid turnout: only 11
voters. 23 had voted in the election before. TNN--ever the
doonsayer to Stgtanneu's forced gl ee--wondered whet her
anyone woul d ever rise "to challenge the nassive PC

power machine. VWether this is good or bad for our
nationette remains to be seen.”

Part Twenty-two: Dave CGets the Party.

1. Things were gl oonmy. Not even the G eat Depression of
1990 saw voter turnout so abysmal. The victorious PC had a
near-record 38 vacant Cosa seats for want of warm bodies
to fill them but by the time Novenber's Cosa busi ness
began the PC had dragooned John Eiffler into nost of the
enpty seats. Eiffler soon replaced the inactive Kovac on

t he Uppernost Cort.

2. In an ingenious nove to keep some fol ks active and

to provide headlines for the papers, Ben Madi son gave up
his infallible Duce-hood of the PC and invited John Jahn
and Wes Erni to becone equal partners in Tal ossa's ol dest
party. On 23 Novenber the three held an official Sianca
(nmeeting) and a week | ater they adopted party Byl aws.

I nvol verent was al so stressed in the King' s annual Speech
given at a noderatel y-attended 14th Anniversary Party on
11 Decenber 1993

3. Let's face it: You're not all here because you

want to be here; you' re here because you want Tal ossa to
be here. People should wake up in the m ddle of the night
scream ng about Tal ossa. Talossa is a place where we
grownups can pretend to be children who are pretending to
be grownups. But the gane is not for everyone at every
monent. VWiile it's been a strain on friendships over the
years, Tal ossa has al so been a catal yst for
friendship--wuld we all be together tonight if it were not
for Talossa? This is one nore affirmation for all of us
here and for those not here who wish us well, that we are
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a peopl e whose lives would be | ess bright were it not for
this thing in our mdst that draws us together called
Tal ossa.

4. Meanwhile, old faces reappeared. In January 1994,

Ni ck Kovac and Andrew Worm sent St gtanneu sone bizarre

| etters about groping each other in caves. Five days

| ater, Davron returned, declaring incidentally to the King
that rape was normal mal e behaviour. "I heard it from
Davron, and they heard it fromfemnists, so it nust be
true," muttered the King, who suspected the next election
m ght be nore lively than the |ast.

5. In February the Cosad nade Ben's attic conputer room
"El ectrabase,” the nation's capital. It also formally
"kKilled off" five citizens not heard fromin years--the
first in a slew of absent or inactive citizens to be
officially "beheaded." John McGarry, the newest citizen
offered a bill on "Cool Space Stuff," which made hi m| ook
goofy. And PM Jahn decided to step down fromthe post he
had held so long and | et the burdens of state be

shoul dered by the noderate and qui et Gary Schw cht enberg.
A Living Cosa was schedul ed for 26 March at which the
transiti on woul d be acconpli shed.

6. In the Cosa everything was hunky-dory for the PC
but outside, Davron's return was having predictable
results. The King handed them Atatirk Province in a
generous offer; they responded by blasting himfor
St gt anneu’ s report on their rape endorsenent.

7. The Living Cosa of 26 March was full of all nanner

of constitutional arcana, easily outclassed by the
resignation of Prinme Mnister John Jahn. He and the King
gave speeches to extol Jahn's virtues and service. "l
knew that this comunity had to be rebuilt,” Jahn

said, of his first days in office: "I never cared who
was active, as long as soneone was sayi ng sonething to
someone el se about sonmething. | was determ ned not to be

Tal ossa's last Prime Mnister." And the King, noting

t hat Jahn hel ped "re-energi ze" Tal ossa and save her from
oblivion in 1991, awarded himthe Order of Pé&r |a Naziun
the RT's highest decoration. Gary Schw chtenberg was sworn
in as his successor, and passed the Vote of Confidence,
176 to zero

8. The transition was nmarred only by Leftists refusing
to attend the "Jahn Resigns" party. The King fretted over
t heir noroseness, and warned the next election mght see
the PC brushing off only the |udicrous Davron in "a
boring, chilly canpaign." Lorentz and Mirphy openly
refused to run for office, but Kovac and Wbrm stepped in
with a "Liberal Party" to preserve the Left's slim hopes.
Davron ran a "War Party."

9. On 15 May 1994 el ections began for the 18th Cosa,
and the lines seened clearly drawn. The PC ran as the
party of activity, Liberals urged an end to the PC
"monopol y," and the War Party opposed "imorality,
irresponsibility, and weakness." June began with the PC
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expecting to win the election handily. Indeed, the King
was so eager to help poor N ck and Andy out, he jaunted
off to give ballots to Dan Lorentz and Antonio Riley, who
both enthusiastically voted Liberal

10. Meanwhil e a devi ous deal was struck. Dave Kuenn

who sought hel p against the PC, called N ck Kovac to talk
coalitions. The bored Kovac instead secretly gave Kuenn
control of the Liberal Party, with all its votes! The
right-w ng fecal -obsessed Kuenn forged adverti senents
from' Andrew Wrm touting the "left-of-centre" Liberals.
The PC snoozed, unaware a Liberal nedia blitz was
peppering swing-voters with letters. But two days before
the votes were counted, bubbl e-headed Ni ck broke his
silence and sent Ben a note: "Dave gets the party.”

Madi son sprang out of bed onto the canpaign trail and
changed enough minds to avert disaster. Brook 4 &fke voted
Li beral but sent his ballot a day |ate. Had he and Kovac
been a bit nore coordinated, the Liberals would have won
and Dave Kuenn woul d have becone Prinme M nister of

Tal ossa.

11. In the end the PC barely held a majority of

105 seats. The Liberals got 74. Florence Yarney's
protesting Dan Party, which urged the destruction of

Tal ossa, won an alarm ng 21 seats. Turnout surged back
from Cctober's dismal 38%to a very inpressive 73%
Schwi cht enberg becanme PM but the PC only controlled a tiny
majority over a huffing and puffing opposition

Stgt anneu's forecast for the rest of 1994 was

"t hunderstorns. "

Part Twenty-three: Secrets.

1. In the days following the election, the PC s

m cromargin of victory grewinto a confortable |ead,

t hanks again to the Left. Florence Yarney, whose "Dan
Party" sought to destroy Tal ossa, |ost heart and handed
over her 21 Coséa seats not to Dan, but to King Robert, her
i deol ogi cal opposite. The King gave sone to Lorentz and
Prachel, but kept a cushion for the PC. PM Schwi cht enberg,
meanwhi | e, gave his first Speech to the Nation on 5 July,
outlining his governnent's goals: curb Davron's "excessive
attitudes,"” boost the RT population, and revive a spirit
of convivial, participatory partisanshi p.

2. Opposition Leader Kuenn was al so maki ng headl i nes,
wi th a convol uted and unsuccessful "Mongate" scandal : an
attenpt to sneak his own nother past the Cort to have her
beconme a citizen-a | oyal pocket voter who didn't have to
be lied to to vote for him But he was unwilling to have
any Tal ossans actually neet her, so the plan fizzled.

3. King Robert was vowing not to |l et Kuenn's trickery

in the election canpai gn go unpuni shed. H s "Andrew Wr nf
forgery had still not been presented for public view a
violation of the "You Can Run But You Can't Hide" |aw,
passed earlier by the Cosad to let all parties scrutinize
each other's canpai gn adverts to mnimze lies and fraud.
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But Kuenn refused to conply--he handed over a copy with the
i nportant parts bl acked out--so Madi son sued himin the
Cort on 30 July.

4. Kuenn's "Mongate" antics lulled the King into
expecting easy victory. Kuenn cited the Constituziun's 7th
Covenant, guaranteeing a right to privacy in the mail
subject only to what it called "reasonable” restrictions.
So, he argued, he could not be conpelled to make his
adverti senents public. Ben argued that "if canpaigning for
votes is not a public act, | don't know what is," and
urged the Cort to uphold this "reasonabl e" view The Cort
took only mnutes to render a unani nous verdict: They

rul ed that Kuenn's advertising was indeed a "private"
matter, and threw out Ben's "You Can Run" |aw as
unconsti tuti onal

5. Jahn's TNN def ended Jahn's Cort decision, largely on
the grounds that Ben's |egal presentation had been
"boring." Stgtanneu, of course, ridiculed it; Lorentz

bl asted the Cort as a "Bl ack Box" which magically produced
unjustifiable decisions without regard for "rationa
argunents” or documents or Tal ossan tradition. After
spendi ng about 24 hours fuming and plotting a rematch in
court, Madison decided to fight fire with fire. The Cort
ruled that all witten docunments were "private
correspondence. " So, Madi son got PM Schw chtenberg to

aut horize a referendumin August, to anend the 7th
Covenant. And since referendum ballots were witten
docunents, they were "private correspondence,” and he was
under no obligation to send any to Davron, or even tel
themthere was a referendum going on at all! \Wen the
votes were counted at the end of August, they unani nously
enacted Ben's position into | aw

6. When Kuenn found out in Septenber what had happened,

he was predictably, if inconsistently, livid. He
threatened to sue the Cort and vowed revenge on everyone
who voted "yes" in the "secret"” referendum The Cort told
himto put it in witing. He refused, and ranted for weeks
while the PC chortled at him

7. Meanwhile, the Liberal Party in the Cosa was
evaporating. Secretary of State Jahn received no dark
votes from Li beral MC Ron Rosalez in July or August, and
his 24 seats were therefore put up for "by-election" at
t he behest of a new |aw Kuenn clai mred Rosal ez had
voted, only Jahn was |ying about it. Voters transforned
the 24 Liberal seats into 21 PC and 3 Pecul iar \Way
(Lorentz) seats. Kuenn kept whining while TNN | anpooned
his long history of "bungling m scues."

8. The PC, too, had begun to bungle. PM Schw cht enberg

had dropped out of sight, failing to vote at all on the
November O ark. Jahn and Madi son bl asted himin the press
and began to front John McGarry, an irreverent Irish
speech pat hol ogi st, as a new PM On the Decenber Vote of
Confi dence, Schwi chtenberg was pummell ed by a vote of 25
to 130, and while it had no | egal significance--the VOC in
the last nonth before elections is cosnetic--it sealed his
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doomw thin the PC party. TNN ran the obligatory

Schwi cht enberg-is-a-failure articles; MGarry proclai ned
hi nsel f the energetic new | eader who woul d "wake up the
potential that is Tal ossa" from sl unmber and dormancy.

9. Tal ossans partied on 11 Decenber to celebrate 15

years of Tal ossan nati onhood. The King, now age 29, gave
an upbeat Speech fromthe Throne in which he hoisted a
mrror behind his head to exclaim "I'mlosing ny hair! Is
Tal ossa responsible for this?" Yes, he concluded, but it
was worth it because "friendship is worth nore than hair."
But the King was not the only star: Dan Lorentz and John
Eiffler sank their tons of differences and set up a
"Vacillation Party," the first serious Leftist challenge
to the PC for alnost two years. The King, as usual

pani cked, proclaimng that the revitalized Vacillators
woul d trounce his PC by al nost two-to-one.

10. Voters went to the polls in February, faced with

the PC, Vacillation, and Davron's "Party of Death," which
ended up with 27 seats, or so everyone thought. As usual
it would have been close had the Left shown sone
conpetence, but instead the PC ran away with 120 seats,
cream ng the poor Vacillators who got only 40. Lorentz
forgot to vote; Eiffler left his ballot at the wong
house. Tom Buffone was so put off by their bunbling that
he ran an "Anarchist Party" against them and got 13 seats.
Arch-Leftist Melanie Freeman was swayed by a garish PC
"Contract with Ml anie" ad canpaign. "STUPID TWTS!" cried
TNN, as the PC gl oated; John McGarry was sworn in on 19
February 1995 with a solid, enthusiastic majority behind
him They would not be there for |ong.

Part Twenty-four: Toumayan the Wbrl d.

1. John McGarry took office as Prime Mnister just in
time to witness the end of Dave Kuenn. On 13 February
1995, the Cort convicted Kuenn of violating the "You Can
Run But You Can't Hide" act and tore up his February

el ection ballot. Wrse yet, careful analysis showed Kuenn
had al so forged Andrew Wrnl s ballot. Mdison and Jahn
made strenuous attenpts to contact Wormand verify this,
but Worm was not to be found.

2. In March the country was nonentarily distracted by

its King's turbulent and inexplicable marriage to a

Chi nese princess nanmed Jenny, and by dipl omatic
recognition fromHutt R ver Province, an Australian

m crostate which sought to sell us stanps. But when the
Cosa got back to business it voted to expel Dave Kuenn for
his latest crinmes. Kuenn responded by droppi ng out of
politics and, in the spring of 1996, failed to vote in his
third consecutive election. Kuenn was officially declared
"dead," thus ending his smarny and decadent career

3. Political death, in fact, stalked the Kingdomin

1995. Tal ossans waited inpatiently for McGarry's nmandatory
Speech to the Nation, but McGarry alternately quit
returning calls and prom sed the speech was "in the mail."
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"I magi ne your governnent being described as

' Schwi chtenberg Lite,'" Stgtanneu opined, while TNN

bl asted the PM as an "inconsi derate, inconmuni cado

i nconpetent,” and went on to quote Pushkin. The
Vacillation Party also drifted into inactivity. Josh Macht
and Sandee Prachel lost nost of their 20 Cosa seats in a
May by-el ection. The King offered the PMship to John
Eiffler of the Vacillators, but Eiffler was too smart to
take it.

4. Since Jahn's resignation in 1994, the PC had fallen
into nmuch the same slunp as the Left: an endl ess casting
about for "new blood" to |lead the party. First Gary, then
McGarry, had failed the test. The | atest G eat Bearded
Hope arrived in May, when Wes Erni's old friend Ceoff
Toumayan, a hairy hal f-Jew sh, hal f-Pal estini an warganer,
applied for citizenship. He was qui ckly approved, due in
part to Senior Justice Jahn of the Uppernost Cort failing
to invite Justice Eiffler to Geoff's formal interview, a
fiasco which ended with angry letters in the press and
Jahn prom sing to behave hinself next tine.

5. Wth Toumayan browbeaten into accepting the Tory
"invitation" to becone PM the McGarry charade cane to an
end. In June the Tories unsheathed their daggers and, for
the first time ever, consigned their owmn PMto politica
out er darkness by voting himout on the Vote of
Conf i dence.

6. Elections began two nmonths early. The Vacillators
charged out of the gate; Lorentz drew up conplex plans for
victory and Eiffler advertised themin Stgtanneu. But they
forgot to get on the ballot and had to rely on wite-ins.
Only Sandee Prachel and Josh Macht voted for them Lorentz
and Eiffler got involved in a Keystone Cops routine

i nvol ving fax machines and (to nake a long story short)
didn't vote. They won only 36 seats conpared to 164 for
the PC. The PC woul d have won even nore seats, Since a new
| aw penal i zed Josh and Sandee for not voting fast enough
Fortunately, the PC had failed to notify them about the
aw. To avoid a scandal, John Jahn acted in his authority
as a Cort Justice and quietly "injuncted" it out of

exi st ence.

7. Ceoff Toumayan was sworn in as Talossa's 23rd PM on

15 Septenber. He quickly addressed the nation--chival rously
not mentioning the fact McGarry had failed to do so--and
put forth his governnent's main goal: a Tal ossan computer
revolution. While he warned that "Ben and | are

probably too inept at this stuff to get much

acconpl i shed, " Geoff announced plans for Talossa to
establish a presence on the rapidly growing (or as

Jurassic Jahn terned it, 'faddish') Internet.

8. The drive for Talossa to put itself on the Internet

went back to Septenber 1994, when Dan Lorentz had first
suggested the idea. The Cosa urged himto ook into the
matter, and of course he failed to do so. Backed by Ben
Madi son and Sandee Prachel, Toumayan's new initiative grew
| argely out of Talossa's social doldrunms, typified by the
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failure of the 1995 Tal ossaFest due to | ack of responses.
Busy with work and school -- St gt anneu and TNN had to nerge
tenmporarily in Septenber--the country suffered from what
Dan terned "adultification syndrone.” The Internet seened
to offer Talossa a less time-consuming format for its
newspapers and government. On 21 Cctober 1995, the RT
officially went "online” with its own e-nmail address
(actually the King's) and began advertising itself on
Usenet newsgroups.

9. By the tine Tal ossans cel ebrated the RT's annua
birthday party on 9 Decenber 1995, they were joyous. Cort
and Cosa approved three new citizens: Brendan Duddy,
Matt hi as Muth, and Nat han Freeburg, all Marquette

Uni versity grad students (hence their collective nicknane:
"Mugrads"). The trio rapidly unveiled a right-w ngish

"d ockwork Orange Party" (COP) conplete with by-Iaws,

ar nbands, and boundl ess energy that startled the PC and
washed away any lingering talk of an apathy threat to the
Ki ngdomin the near future. Migrads soon took control of
Mussol i ni Province and Brendan Duddy suppl anted the inert
Wes Erni as Secretary of State.

10. Conversation turned back to a favourite Tal ossan
obsession: national identity. Talossa's foray onto the

I nternet began poorly. For nonths there was no response to
the RT's neagre newsgroup adverts. This suited sonme just
fine. Massive immgration by facel ess, unverifiable people
worried many Tal ossans, and in Decenber 1995, the Cosa
voted to restore the defunct Senats, the King-appointed
upper house of Parlianment, to give Ad Gowth Tal ossans
living in and around the Kingdomthe upper hand just in
case. But the lack of response lulled Tal ossans into
thinking their Internet experinent had failed. Nobody
expected the roller-coaster ride that was to foll ow.

Part Twenty-five: http://ww. execpc. com ~t al ossa.

1. The country's traditional paranoia about "nationa
identity" was out in full force in early 1996, as

Madi son, Jahn, and even Dan Lorentz--active once again in
the press for the first time since 1990--wote feverish
editorials in the country's Internet debate. Jahn let it
be known he despi sed conputers and all they stood for

i ncluding potential "Cybercits." Talk of new faces in far
pl aces put Jahn on edge--he even proposed a bill banning
themfromthe country, which failed m serably.

2. On 15 January 1996 the country launched its official
hone page on the Wrld Wde Wb. It received a handful of

| ukewar m r esponses, nost aski ng about the Tal ossan

| anguage. By the end of the nonth Jahn had given his
grunbling blessing to a new citizenship | aw appl yi ng
stringent requirenments for all potential Cybercits, and as
it turned out, it was just in tinme.

3. Chris Collins, a 1l4-year-old Esperantist from

Virginia, applied for citizenship in February as the
country's first Cybercit, whomthe RT would have to admt
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wi thout a face-to-face neeting. As Tal ossans wondered if
Tal ossa woul d col oni ze the Internet or if the Internet
woul d col oni ze Tal ossa, the fol ks at Netscape added

Tal ossa's home page to their list of the world s nost
interesting web sites. Suddenly Tal ossa was the focus of
wor | dwi de publicity, including an article in the

Montréal Gazette. The King was deluged with e-mail

in the next nonth, nore than 25,000 people visited the
hone page--and nore than 2,000 of them sought information
on citizenship in Tal ossa (popul ati on: 30)!

4. Nearly all were put off by the country's imrgration

| aws, requiring book purchases and a Cort interview But
by the time the deliriumended in March, there were five
serious applications: Sean Hert, a curnudgeonly,
conservative hacker; Marc-André Dowd, a Québec

separatist; Gernund Higraff, a Norwegian leftist; Al berto
Manassero, a right-wing Italian political operative; and
Ken Oplinger, head of the Chanmber of Conmerce in Frenont,
California.

5. The Cybercit surge led to profound changes. On 10

April 1996, Stgtanneu abandoned ten years as a photocopi ed
newspaper and went over to an online format. The handfu

of active citizens not on the Internet (admttedly

a crucial handful, including the whole Uppernost Cort:
Jahn, Erni and Ei ffler) were suddenly at a di sadvant age
and were often shut out of the information | oop. For
weeks, till Ben figured out his printing software, Ad

G owmhers had to rely on ugly HIM. printouts of his paper
rather than the gorgeous version they were used to. No one
reacted to the new order with nore vehenence than Jahn

sel f-proclaimed fan of manual typewiters, who snarled

for nonths about the "arrogant attitudes" of

I nt ernet -addi cted Tal ossans whil e blasting the whole

thing as a cold and smarny distraction from"real"

personal interaction. He m ssed the whol e point that

Tal ossa had enbraced the Internet precisely because

there was very little personal interaction |eft anong

the country's apathetic, in-bred East Side core.

6. Soon Oplinger, Higraff and Dowd had formed their own
"new |l eft” party, the ZPT ("Defenders of the Land of

Tal ossa,” in Tal ossan) and set up an online newspaper,

L' Avintguard, just in tine to cover the country's

nati onal elections that they couldn't vote in yet. PM
Toumayan' s unexpectedly brilliant first termended and

el ections began in March. Lorentz ran a tiny pro-Internet
"Third Wave Party” (3WP) that gathered no attention
Soilitarians Eiffler and Prachel fielded their Vacillation
Party while the PC |icked the gooey caramel centre.

7. Nathan Freeburg's right-wi ng dockwork Orange Party
(COP) proved to be the nost active party of the four
Pretending to be left-wing and reaching out to the ZPT,
Freeburg managed to forge a "United Front” of all the
non-PC parties, in a grand anti-Tory alliance to nake
Freeburg Prinme Mnister. The COP canpai gned hard for votes
and nearly ended the PC s three-year reign. Bizarrely, it
all fell apart when Freeburg tried to reinflate Davron and
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bring them back to RT politics as COP voters. Not only did
Freeburg fail, but he blaned the attenpt on soneone who
wasn't even a citizen! Hs antics, and the nere whiff of
Davron in the air, stained the COP's reputation just
enough to send sw ng-voter Gary Schw chtenberg scurrying
back to his second choice, the PC. Stunningly, even Tom
Buf fone voted PC, for the first tinme since 1989, after
hearing of Freeburg's attenpted necrophilic acts with the
dyi ng Davron

8. Things got even sillier when Freeburg secretly

proposed to the King that Cybercits be banned from hol di ng
the office of Prine Mnister. Stgtanneu revealed this
|atest plot, and the "United Front" col |l apsed at once.
Freeburg's party were condemed as right-wi ng extremsts
but they expelled himfromthe party; it split into three
chunks. He denounced the new COP | eader, Matthias Mith, as
a "fascist," and warned that the COP sought to "weck

Tal ossa"” for fun. This was foll owed by nore grand

gui gnol scandal s, such as Brendan Duddy stealing a

letter that Muth had signed, which inplied that Muth too
had quit the COP, thus leaving the party with no

menbers. Al this left the COP the |aughi ng-stock of the
country, a fitting heir to Davron. Mith, mffed, set about
quietly rebuilding its fortunes.

9. Uncertainty over the massive Cybercit influx and

revul sion at what Muth called the COP's "nathantics" |ed
to an el ection nmade in heaven for the gloating PC. On 14
April they secured a nassive win in the face of credible
and incredible opposition parties, capturing 118 Cosa
seats, to 12 for the 3WP and 35 each for the COP and the
Vacill ators. Schw cht enberg, surveying the damage, said
the Tories deserved to win since they were a "steady hand"
gui ding the country through uncharted cyberspace. But

whet her Geoff Toumayan--or anyone--could really handle the
country's unprecedented growh remai ned to be seen

Part Twenty-six: Am sh, Nazis & Pocket Votes.

1. During 1996, nore people joined Tal ossa than in the
ten previous years conbined. Not only did this generate a
vast amount of news, but it means that Ar Pats can

no | onger nane every new i nmm grant except when they do
"inmportant’ things.

2. Ken Oplinger's ZPT, whose nenbers weren't citizens

yet, asked all parties for a few Cosa seats so they could
join political life. To their shock, the Qpposition
refused to part with a single seat, so the PC was left to
hand one over to each ZPT nenber. The King named Oplinger,
the nost active Qpposition figure, and publisher of

L' Avintguard, to serve as Qpposition Leader. Ad

Gowmh Leftists denounced this as a fiendish plot; Sandee
Prachel called it "a definite chess nove to factionalize
the Left,"” while Lorentz ranted about it being "an attenpt
by the King to nake Tal ossa into a one party state"!
Apparently the ZPT was not sufficiently insane; the Left
wrote themoff as PC col |l aborators. The King finally
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yanked Oplinger's nomination in the face of Left-wi ng
bl andi shments. Lorentz then flip-fl opped and joined the
ZPT.

3. Not that the Governnent was any nore united. On 8

May, cybercritics Jahn and Nathan Freeburg teaned up to
create a "Tal ossa For Tal ossans Front" (TFTF) that warned
"it's all over" for Talossa if Cybercits were all owed
equal rights; Jahn warned that they woul d somehow i npede
Tal ossaFests or other local RT social functions. He

bl asted Cybercits, and the King, for their "seem ngly
unbridl ed arrogance"” (citing the term"snail-mail"). Chris
Col lins laughed at the non-Cybers, calling them"Amsh,"
but the ZPT reacted with horror, calling the TFTF "Nazi s"
for discrimnating against |egitimte Tal ossans, and
warni ng Jahn mght try extermnating the Cybercits.

Madi son as al ways positioned hinself in the m ddle,
denounci ng Jahn for pinning "little yell ow computers” on
their coats but criticizing the "ranpant paranoia at both
extremes. "

4. PM Toumayan saw Jahn's antics as a direct affront to
hi s governnent, in which Jahn held several portfolios. He
suspended Jahn fromhis posts on 13 May. Jahn responded by
noder ati ng and booted Freeburg out of his own TFTF. At PC
HQ Jahn and Madi son hanmered out a set of vague

conprom ses and Jahn was restored to office, but he was
soon attacking Ben's Berber Project, a "scholarly"

defence of the idea that ancient Berbers settled Tal ossa.
Li ke a decade earlier, Jahn blasted this "bal df aced Berber
bal derdash.” Jahn soon wote a triunphalist history of the
old TNP, plotted with the COP's Matthias Miuth to oppose
Madi son and Tounmayan on Cybercits and Berbers, and even
encouraged Miuth's abortive scheme to toss Justice Wes Erni
of f the Uppernost Cort so Muth could attain his life's
anbition: a seat on the Cort.

5. Meanwhil e, Madi son and Jahn were both getting fed up
wi th Geoff Toumayan for having done little since his Apri
re-el ection (beyond reacting to Jahn crises). \Wen they
began hunting for a new PM however, this changed. Ceoff

i ssued a |l ong speech on 17 July, blasting Jahn's glib

di sm ssal of the Berber Project, and he | et Tal ossa

know he was upset that Jahn, Culture Mnister in a PC
cabinet, was thwarting the King's efforts to pronote RT
culture. He even asked Jahn to quit the PC. Stgtanneu
reported all this, the ZPT took good advantage of it,

pai nti ng Toumayan fal sely as "Ben's puppet" and attacki ng
Madi son personally in an effort to prove itself to the
Tal ossan Left. Al this convinced the Tories that whatever
el se, they really did want to win. Their energency

party seance of 23 July 1996 was, as L' Avintguard

procl ained, a "love-fest." Jahn, who found he coul dn't
trust the opposition any nore than he could the PC,
returned to the fold. "It's nuch nore fun to crush the
opposi tion," Toumayan decl ar ed.

6. On 17 August ten Tal ossans gat hered for Tal ossaFest

and a Living Cosa, including Secretary of State Sean Hert,
who drove nore than 500 kmto join the festivities.
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ol inger participated by phone from California; the social
wal | between Cybercits and Od G owth Tal ossans seened to
fade away, and everyone felt positive. Tal ossa soon

wel coned its first Cyber-cit fromAustralia, graphics whiz
Evan Gal | agher, who quickly made all the right friends and
rose to becone Secretary of State (SoS) in an amazingly
short time. Gallagher admitted publicly that he was
notivated by "raw Machi avel lianism" but no one

realized: a new Davron had entered the fold

7. The positive spirit faded rapidly in Septenber when

a conmttee led by Matthias Muth began nodestly rewiting
the 1988 Constituziun in light of the country's recent
changes. The ZPT denounced every ninor change backed by
the PC (or the status quo, if the PC endorsed that)

as a plot to "give Ben nore power." Nathan Freeburg used
the occasion to demand the PC forma coalition with his
COP, proclaimng hinself an "authoritarian conservative"
seeking to "legislate Iife and rule it! How can you

hel p us rul e?" Toumayan | aughed himoff and a
firestormof bad press forced Freeburg to quit Tal ossa
(temporarily). COP nmenmber Brendan Duddy quit for good.

8. In Novenber the RT began its first election in
Cyberspace, run by Gall agher. The whol e Opposition bl asted
the King's sister and other |ess active Tal ossans as "PC
pocket votes," urging their renmoval from Tal ossa for the
crime of "inactivity" in aletter witten by Mith which
Ben called "al nost racist." Tom Buffone called the PC "the
only liberal party left in Talossa" and called the
letter's ZPT co-signatories "Nazis" for discrimnating
against legitimte Tal ossans. Oplinger then flip-flopped
and vowed to pack Talossa with his own pocket votes
recruited to "give the ZPT the votes it needs"” to wn
future elections! In the resulting furor, Oplinger quit as
head of the ZPT; the untried Mark Pendl became ZPT | eader
but not in tinme to rescue the Qpposition's sizzling
chestnuts. Unbelievably the PC was re-elected on 14
Decenber 1996 with 56% of the vote over 5 frustrated m nor
parties, and Geoff Toumayan becane the first PMin RT
history to win 3 successive nandates--thanks to voter

backl ash over the "pocket votes letter."” The COP had bl own
its second election in a row

Part Twenty-seven: |njurious |nmputations.

1. The votes were barely counted before Vacill ation

Party ineptitude sparked a constitutional crisis. Having
left all its Cosa seats vacant (!), the party headed for a
huge by-el ection, and the PC expected to win the lion's
share of seats. But SoS Evan Gal | agher announced t hat

by-el ecti ons were sonehow 'unfair': so he sinply refused to
hol d them Heated exchanges with PM Toumayan fol | owed.
Finally the King "pardoned" the Vacillators, who took

their seats, but Tal ossans were fl oored by Gall agher's

sel f-righteous contenpt for the | aw.

2. Meanwhil e the chagrined COP nmerged with Gal |l agher's
VWhigs to formthe "Silver Phoenix Party" (SPP), insisting
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that it--not the PC -represented the "bal anced centre.” To
the PC, SPP ideas were "extrem st" (like abolishing PDs
and the veto) and the SPP was hiding its "real right-wng
agenda." Calling the SPP a "party of prevaricators,"”

Stgt anneu |ikened it to Davron's 1994 "Liberal Party"
scam clainmng Gallagher had misled the Cosa in his 1996
application for citizenship. So in March, 1997, Gall agher
fired a landmark "libel suit" at Stgtanneu in the Cort,
charging Ben with "injurious inputations.”

3. The Cort itself had changed. Justice Erni had
retired, to the dismay of Justice Eiffler; Jahn sneered,
"Don't let the door hit you on the way out." The King
chose Ceof f Toumayan over Matthias Mith to replace Erni,
but public outrage at the idea of Geoff being both

PM and Cort Justice forced the PCinto a

"| eader shi p canpaign" to pick a new PM The

candi dat es--Jahn, Al berto Manassero, and Dale Mrris, a
t eenage Texan Tal ossan-ent husi ast - made a convol uted deal ,
and as Geoff joined the Cort, Manassero was sworn in as
PM on 6 March.

4. The libel suit that Eiffler dubbed "the OJ. Trial"
rattl ed on for weeks. Madi son hurl ed barbs and subpoenas,
mainly at the Cort, and bl amed Gal | agher for trying to
"censor" the press. Manassero vowed to defend free speech
"even on the sex of angels.” The SPP's J.P. Giffin took

t he escal ati ng verbi age as an opportunity to | aunch savage
attacks at Ben--threatening at one point to e-nmail bonb
him-and vowed to recruit "Coll ege Republicans" to bol ster
a rightist seizure of Talossa. At that, SPP menbers
scurried for cover; Gallagher abandoned the party and his
| awsuit, his reputation in rubble.

5. PM Manassero retired on 22 April to nmove "to

Venezi a--no, not the bal cony of the Palazzo Venezia."
Deputy PM Dale Mrris took over at once and appoi nted John
Jahn to head an "imm grati on comm ssion” (his part of the
PC | eadershi p deal). Tal ossans backed the PC s vague

i mm gration policies, but debated how | arge the country
shoul d grow.

6. The issue was sidetracked when Ben Mdi son announced

a reform package called the "Real Cosa," which becane the
keystone of the "Organic Law, " designed to repl ace the
clunky 1988 Constituziun. A conmittee |led by Muth had been
witing it for nine nmonths. It would turn what sone called
the "D&D Tal ossa" system of a 200-seat 'fake' Cosa into a
"real' Cosé of 20 el ected people--plus an el ected Senats
with 1 Senator from each of the seven Provinces.

Remar kabl e consensus wi th Madi son on several 'O glLaw

i ssues hel ped convince both Muith and Gall agher to join the
PC! PC President Jahn was ecstatic; he'd tried to win Mith
over for nonths. PM Mrris stunned the RT by nam ng

Gal | agher Deputy PM the switcheroo left the Opposition

di zzy and denoralized. "What the hell is going on?"

| amented the ZPT' s | eader, Mark Pendl .

7. The PC s bragging didn't last long. In April the
Cosa approved a ZPT bill to oust Joria Estefan as
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"National Entertainer,” a status she'd held since 1991
thanks to then--PM Wes Erni's unhealthy fixation. Jahn
again, was the crucial anti-Erni vote; Erni quit the PC
Anot her PC MC, Ryan Hughes, bolted to the ZPT after
setting up an online "D scussion Goup"” that hel ped them

air their attacks on Madi son and Jahn, but the PC | earned
to hold its own in the new forum Tenpers flared when J.P
Giffin joined the left-wing ZPT and set up a

quasi -official "Tal ossa" website wi thout Tal ossa's consent;
Justice Eiffler injuncted it and Morris formed a committee
to study it. Al the while, online Tal ossans fought the
"Great Bug Nations War" against a consortium of pesky
spamflinging "mcronations”, online Tal ossa-cl ones egged
on by a pseudonynous Brazilian teenager obsessed with
getting Tal ossa to 'recogni ze' them

8. Voters approved the O gLaw by a giddy 94% majority

in a July referendum but controversy soon foll owed when
the Cort forced two provinces to elect their own Senators
after local voters failed to do so. The decision seened to
violate the OrgLaw s provincial autonony rul es--so SoS
Gal | agher once again defied the |aw and refused to hold
the elections. An agitated Cort caved in in the face of
"Evan's Rebellion,” but all around Tal ossa peopl e began to
turn agai nst "above the | aw Evan"--includi ng Ben, who'd

t hankl essly backed his actions.

9. Meanwhil e Tal ossa's general election |unbered on
pointlessly with the parties taking online potshots on
Ryan Hughes' 'Disco Goup.' But on 2 August 1997 its
noder at or plunged the RT into darkness when he shut the
G oup down to protest Stgtanneu' s whining about his
posting "anonynous personal attacks." Mark Pendl and the
ZPT went postal with an e-mail flane war calling Madi son
"a bastard, a nut, and an asshole.” Mrris politely asked
Hughes to put the G oup back up

10. Pendl | ooked unstable while Mrris | ooked
"presidential'; voters reacted accordingly. On 14 August
1997 Morris' PC captured 12 of 20 Cosa seats and 5 of 6
cont ested Senatorships. The ZPT took 6 Cosa seats; m nor
parties got 2. Sandee Prachel and Josh Macht, co-heads of
the incal cul able Vacillators, were busy getting narried
and didn't vote. Vacillator John Eiffler, furious at

Madi son for not 'making' himvote, quit politics (again.)
He was soon followed into retirement by CGeoff Tounmayan
who was tired of colliding with Gall agher over | ega

i ssues. The King had two Cort vacancies to fill, putting
the intricate new OrgLaw to an unexpected test.

Part Twenty-eight: Tal ossa's Vietnam

1. After weeks of Ham etlike flip-flopping, King Robert
named Matthias Muth and Tom Buffone to the Cort vacancies
on 31 August 1997. But his decision to appoint Mith over
t he jeal ous runner-up, Evan Gallagher, lit a long, |ong
fuse.
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2. Gl l agher was serving as Governor of Pengdpéats--the
RT's flimsy claimto a chunk of Antarctica, which had

| ately become a synbol for a Cybercit clique he had set
up, known alluringly as "cultural denocracy." Their plans
were foggy, but they warned that if their "true

i ntentions" became public, "Ben" would (sonehow) throw
them out of Tal ossa! Gall agher decl ared the Tal ossan

| anguage "boring" and concocted a rival "language" and
"culture" in Pengbpéats, conplete with (extinct) imaginary
friends as "natives." Stridently calling all criticism of
his fakery "fascist,” he calculated that wi th Tounmayan,
Erni, and Ei ffler gone, and Jahn not on the 'net, the "Ad
G owth" was headed for the sawmnill: and it was his turn
to be Tal ossa's next Ben Madison. And if he failed, he
woul d wreck Tal ossa.

3. In the inevitable nél ée, Gallagher's plans to

dictate every line of RT law and culture were easily

out - argued. Like nad ol d Dobberpuhl, he chose to quit the
RT, but with a twist: he'd secretly use Tal ossa as a
recruiting office for his own mcronation! Prospective
citizen Anthony Law ess, a dope-snoking "anarchist w tch"
from New Zeal and, joined himin a |aughabl e 'suicide pact
to set up a 'we-hate-Tal ossa-club' along with perennial

m sfit Ryan Hughes. Eager to provoke a reaction that woul d
"force" themto quit Tal ossa, they cranked up the
rhetoric. Lawl ess called his putative Tal ossan honel and
"fake; sone suburb of MIwaukee that we'll probably

never go to." Still, the Cort could only nanage a

3-way tie on Lawl ess' citizenship in Septenber, but it was
enough. On cue, the shocked (shocked!) trio

decl ared thenselves victins of RT "lies and hatred"” and
stormed out. The unbal anced Charles Sauls took over as SoS
after first siding with the traitors. The King wote Evan
of f as "Transdavroni an” and everyone hoped they'd finally
heard the last of him

4. The | osses barely notched the graph as the Ziu (Cosa
and Senats together) approved new citizens fromas far
away as Cyprus and Brazil, boosting the popul ation to sone
45. The dd Gowh nade a startling conmeback as Tom
Buf f one, Gary Schwi cht enberg, and John Jahn--yes,

t hat John Jahn--got on the 'net. The end of the

Cyber vs. Ami sh issue turned Tal ossa into a hotbed of
soci al rest, disturbed only by a goofy schene by J.P
Giffin to sell his "Tal ossa" web domain to a porno
conpany. Qthers poured tine into the Tal ossan | anguage and
t ook Tal ossan nanes, |ike Tomas Garic¢éir, who set up his
own website in fluent Tal ossan and even | earned to speak

t he | anguage. The RT's rejection of cultural phonyness--
what TNN cal | ed "hare-brai ned Gal |l agheri s --was

conpl ete

5. On 6 Decenber 1997 the fabled Gary Cone--who cane
"hone' to join Tal ossa--hosted Tal ossa's 18th annual féte
of sovereignty. Present were a revived Wes Erni, who
rejoined the PC and got his old job back as Governor of
Pengtpats; and John Eiffler, who replaced decadent Dan
Lorentz as Senator from Florencia Province. 16 new
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citizens had joined in 1997, and King Robert--now 32--
gquoted one in his Throne Speech: "Tal ossa has passed

the test of adulthood. It cannot be outgrown. Even
governnments officially conmtted to apathy cannot destroy
it." He was pelted with Nerf balls am d peals of

| aughter. Tonmas Garicéir made the haxh ('pilgrimge') from
far-of f Scotl and, Tal ossans began to vi deotape a
docunentary on Tal ossa, and silly Brook d &fke had his
citizenship restored.

6. Al the success and happi ness grated on the
Gal I agher cult (which Stgtanneu unhel pfully called
"Lawl essland"). On the RT's birthday, they hit
Wttenberg (the RT's new disco group) with a

barrage of posts calling Tal ossa "corrupt and

quasi -fascist,"” and sent anti-Tal ossan spamto
prospective citizens. Stgtanneu beat the war druns,
calling it "Talossa's Vietnant; but as the harassnent
intensified, the voice heard | east often was PM Dal e
Morris, who had cone--in typical Tory fashion--to rely
too much on Jahn and Madi son to run the country. So on
19 January 1998 the PC | eaped over a whol e generation
to pick mddl e-aged San Franci sco professor Dan \Wardl ow
to carry the torch--the fourth PMin 11 nonths.

7. The insecure, authoritarian Wardl ow proved to be one

of the worst catastrophes in RT history. Soon after taking
of fice, he opened secret "peace talks" with the traitors.
"Make sure none of this gets back to Tal ossa,” he

e-mailed them Wth the King' s bl essing, Wardl ow began
open negoti ations, but had no idea how to negotiate. The
resulting vague, rhetorical "peace treaty" only enbol dened
the splitters, who wi dened their canpaign of intimdation
VWhen Madi son suggested that both sides agree not to
"poach” the other's citizens, Wardl ow hysterically and

boi sterously refused to discuss specifics--it was his
treaty; and Ben was "an obstacle to peace" and a
"Stalinist" for butting in. Despite all this, the King
assured the PMthat he would sign the "peace treaty” into
law i f asked to.

8. Ben also offered to quit the PC, revive the "Bl ack
Hand" as a xenophobic fringe party, and |let Wardl ow run
the country since they agreed on nost other issues. But
Wardl ow could not allow any dissent; he split off instead,
spurning Jahn's pleas for Tory unity. Wth Mark Pendl he
set up a left-wing "Peace and Freedom Party"--naned by

Ant hony Lawl ess! Its actual agenda was only clear in
private; Wardlow ranted behind his supporters' backs about
his thirst to "margi nalize Ben" and ordered di sobedi ent
Tal ossans to "suck ny dick." "Gallagher is calling the
shots in this government," Madi son war ned.

9. Wiile staking his reputation on "peace" with the

Tal ossa-haters, Wardl ow refused to PD his treaty into

| aw despite requests fromthe "obstacle to peace" King.
Tal ossans grew ever nore nystified by Wardlow s erratic
conduct and nad nonol ogues. Finally, before the election
could even begin on 15 March 1998, Wardl ow renounced his
citizenship, leaving his devotees fum ng at Ben for
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somrehow " maki ng" hi m go.
Part Twenty-nine: The Bi g Dabr owski .

1. The rest of 1998 was dom nated by the frustrating

i ssue of "bug nations." It began with the crowning
absurdity of the Wardl ow era taking place as soon as he
quit as PM his successor was the norbidly indecisive,
easily traumati zed Charl es Saul s--who had just decl ared
hinself a "dual citizen" of the Tal ossa-haters' clique. In
the nost sadistic exploit ever perpetrated against a

Tal ossan, the quitters threatened Saul s that unless he
left Talossa to join their bug nation, they would cut off
their "friendships" with him So Sauls defected, after
swearing-in tears-that he would never do any such

t hi ng.

2. Wth the Government constitutionally unable to
function thanks to defections in the ruling PFPT, the
normal Iy inactive King Robert | |aunched a "coup" on 29
March 1998 and pl opped Christopher C. Gruber, the PC s
candi date, behind the PMs desk even before the votes were
counted. The new PFPT chief, Mark Pendl, showered G uber
with a hail of invective (calling the tolerant, leftish

G uber a Gay-basher, much to Jahn's anusenent) but the
Tories crushed everything in their path, winning a
whoppi ng 25 votes to the PFPT's 11, the PC s best tota
ever. The purely 'net-based PFPT had refused to canpaign
anong off-line Tal ossans and blew up into five chunks as
soon as the el ection was over-bl ow ng an exasperated John
Eiffler off the Qpposition benches and back into the eager
arnms of the Progressive Conservatives.

3. The country's rapturous wel come for Guber--a radio

DJ fromFlorida who' d been a citizen all of six weeks--was
not shared anong the traitors, who denounced himas a

"vi cious, sycophantic, honophobic thug." G uber responded
by doi ng what Wardl ow and Saul s had refused: he signed
into | aw the proposed Peace Treaty! If that shocked nost
Tal ossans, so did the clique's refusal to sign its own
treaty; they kept heaping denunci ations on Tal ossa and
"King Bobby." After a nonth and a half of this, the
group's "Lord Protector" finally signed the Treaty in a

| egal i stic manoeuvre of no significance, declaring that it
only bound hi mpersonally--while his three trained seals
carried on their canpaign of yel ping and barking. A few
weeks later they "repeal ed" the Treaty, blamng it all on
Tal ossa. Mpst Tal ossans were sick of the whol e debate and
|l earned to ignore the trolls, sociopathic adol escents who
found neaning for their lives in badnouthing Tal ossan
success.

4. In May, Mark Pendl fired off domestic fireworks in

the formof angry outbursts about PC "illegality" and
"corruption." Refusing to take a seat in the Cosa, Pendl
noted that the Tories had won so many Cosa seats, they had
to give a couple to PC nenbers who were already sitting in
t he Senats--which the Organic Law allowed themto do. But
Pendl clained this was all part of a vast right-w ng
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conspiracy to "exclude" inactive off-line citizens from
the Cosa--despite the fact that 100% of these off-liners
voted PC. Mstly unnmoved by Pendl's antics, the Qpposition
began to regroup under the old ZPT banner and wi sely chose
Ken Oplinger as its new | eader--a w ser, nore noderate
ol i nger, who outshone all other oppositionists in his
irritation at the traitorous quitters. The King was so

i npressed that he nomi nated Oplinger to fill a vacancy on
the Cort that opened up when the Ziu booted out the

i nactive Tom Buf f one.

5. In spite of the "Bug Nations War" of 1997 and the
tiring experience with the traitors, some Tal ossans stil
hel d out hope that Tal ossa coul d sonehow "i nfl uence" the
cloud of gnat-like "bug nations" springing up on the
Internet in plagiaristic imtation of Talossa. In July PM
G uber got the Ziu to establish "diplomatic rel ations"

wi th several of these groups, leading to a | oud debate
about Tal ossa's national identity with the King's
national i sti c xenophobia nonentarily eclipsed. This
openness to copycat groups was tenpered by the Ziu's
prohi bition of "dual citizenships" in Tal ossa and

bugs.

6. The greatest social event in the country's history
made cl ear how un-bugli ke Tal ossa was. Tal ossaFest '98,
hel d on Saturday, 1 August 1998, saw 20 Tal ossans and
guests fromas far away as Sweden and Massachusetts, in
person or over the phone. One mgjor draw was a Living Cosa
(only the second of the "Cybercit" era), but this was
marred as a united Qpposition voted down the citizenship
of teenage prospective Matt Dabrowski--the first refusa
in 18 years of anyone who really wanted to join Tal ossa.
The ZPT clainmed Matt had a short tenper, or had been in
two "bug nations" before deciding to join the RT. But

Dabr owski, no nore hot-tenpered than Mark Pendl or many
other RT | oom naries, had (unw sely) declared hinself a
possi ble PC voter, so the ZPT's J.P. Giffin led the
charge to have himdefeated. (Giffin, taking advantage of
the country's secret vote on citizens, tried to blame the
def eat on a couple of PC defectors!) Stgtanneu asserted
Matt was voted down to prevent himfromvoting in the next
el ection, which the King called "disgusting." Even nany of
Matt's nay-sayers reversed their votes after they saw what
t hey had done.

7. The PC nearly coll apsed over what TNN dubbed
"Mattgate."” PC Leader John Jahn defended two Tory Senators
(Schwi cht enberg and Eiffler) who broke with himto vote
Matt down. Madi son was furious, claimng the PC stood for
nothing but a desire to stay in power. He negotiated with
a whol e host of people-including Oplinger and the
mercurial, inconprehensible Quebecker Maxinme

Char bonneau- -1 ooking for an electable alternative to the
Tories. After no one fell for his strident 'Dabrowski Yes,
Bugs No' progranme, Mdison went back to the PC as a mnuted
voi ce. Exhausted by the fight, he gave up editorship of
Stgtanneu to Chris Guber. For the first time in RT history
the King now had no official voice.
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8. Madison's choice to stick with the Tories--in

exchange for a vague promise of "citizenship reform from
Jahn and the party establishnment--neant that the camnpaign
which followed was relatively bland and | acking in thenes.
Turnout was amazi ng--42 voters--and it was unexpected PC
votes that kept the ZPT and a surging new Liberal Party
fromtaking control of the Cosa on 14 Decenber 1998

G uber and the PC were back in office, but with a majority
of only one seat.

Part Thirty: No More Bugs!

1. Despite winning such a small majority, PMChris

G uber's PC government strode back into office with
confidence. No screwy foreign plots had disrupted the vote
this tinme, and the Governnent rallied to undo what it saw
as the mistakes of 1998. One of these was that year's
dismal citizenship record. Conpared with 1997's 16 new
citizens, 1998 saw only seven, which many bl amed on

PFPT- sponsored infighting and the country's byzantine
naturalization |aws. G uber laid down a radica

"decoupling act" to nmake citizenship | aw amendabl e by a
majority vote of the Ziu rather than cunber sone O gLaw
amendnents. Al were stunned when the bill failed--bl ocked
by the ZPT in the Senats, where the PC was rapidly |osing
its majority through the di sappearance of Sean Hert, the

| oss of the Florencia seat to Maxi me Charbonneau, and the
defection to the ZPT of ex-PM Gary Schw chtenberg, stil
fighting vainly to keep Matt Dabrowski out of Tal ossa.

2. But the Tories quickly showed their mettle once

again. The Ziu voted Dabrowski in as a citizen with the
full backing of the PC, and after sonme concerted sweet
tal k, Gruber won ZPT support for his "decoupling act" on
citizenship reform The PC acted quickly to abolish the
"secret vote" on incomng citizens. Bewi lderingly this was
a controversial nove; one ZPT MC declared that he'd refuse
to vote on any citizens till the "secret vote" was
restored, while QpLeader Jay Shorten, head of the

Li berals, ridiculed the PC for thinking voters actually
had a right to know what their el ected representatives
were up to.

3. Matt Dabrowski becane, as everyone expected, a

highly visible figure on the RT political stage. Installed
as Premi er of Vuode after a snap election there backed by
the King, Matt was granted a Cosa seat by the PC and
horrified everyone by proposing literally scores of bills,
denouncing "fascist" Walmart and praising Slovenia as a
beacon of denocracy. Matt's shining noment came in January
as he hel ped drive away one pugnati ous prospective who had
been ferrying internal RT nenpos to the country's

sel f-procl ai mred "enem es” abr oad.

4. Dabrowski was just as active in his other post, as
the RT's "Anbassador” to a pact of online "mcronations,"
nost of whom were nothing nore than dead |inks on the
organi zation's website. But Matt's jockeying for power
within the group led to flame-wars with m cro-nerds whom
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Senat or Char bonneau called "people with titles and not hi ng
el se, fans of D& and nore stupidity." The controversy
sapped what little enthusiasm G uber had for "bug nations"
and their U N -esque antics, and in March he issued a

wel I -intentioned but ill-advised PD cutting off al

Tal ossan "diplomatic contact” with the swarns of online
Tal ossa- cl ones--but keepi ng Dabrowski in as envoy to the
online mcros' group. The PD, wi dely seen as sonething
engi neered by Dabrowski, was extrenely unpopul ar and the
ZPT's Ken Oplinger denounced it for its "disdain for the
political process" since the PD ran counter to severa
bills on that nonth's Cark. The King finally vetoed the
PD and the Ziu went along with the ZPT's noderate if
somewhat di si ngenuous al ternative, which cut off al
"official" contact with the "bug nations" while
encouraging "informal" contact with them even wth ones
that were openly bashing Tal ossa. On 21 March the King
signed this "Sem -Perneable Wall Act,"” finally ending the
RT' s unhappy relationship with its cretinous copycats.

5. The flap over the "bug nations" PD proved to be
Gruber's swan song and accelerated his intention to resign
after nore than a year in office, due nostly to pressures
froma new job. Guber's resignation was del ayed by a not
totally frivolous lawsuit relating to sone trivia
appoi nt nrents whi ch he had put off for nonths; but when he
finally did resign in May, the torch was passed
effortlessly to Deputy PM M chael Pope, best known for his
anti-Cinton-inspired doubts about Tal ossa's newest

decl aration of war on genocidal, Marxist Serbia.

6. The nobst un-Tal ossan thing about all these events

was that they weren't reported in any newspaper. The

bi ggest social change in the country during this period
was the di sappearance of "the press"” as an institution

The culprit was Wttenberg, Talossa's online discussion
group, which meant communicati on was no | onger nonopolized
by those with the tine and noney to put out a paper. TNN
had folded in 1998, and an effort by Ben Madison to
resuscitate Stgtanneu in January in an online format died
fromlack of interest. A alliance of concerned Tal ossans
succeeded, in August of 1999, in reviving the old,

snail -mai|l Stgtanneu, but it only |asted one issue; public
apat hy and the WWVwon out in the end.

7. The parties were also gearing up for a crucial

el ection. The PC regained its Senats majority when ex-Tory
Tomas Garicéir rejoined the PC, as the voter rol

continued to swell-reaching 59 by the tinme el ections began
in July. Both Frédéric Maugey and Andrew Worm had

redi scovered Tal ossa online and had their Tal ossanity
restored by the Uppernpst Cort; an additional 8 new
citizens had al so been voted in since January.

8. When the canpaign began, it was the ugliest the
country had seen in years. The two | eadi ng Opposition
parties, the ZPT and the Liberals, fired off a massive
assault on the ruling PC. The ZPT charged the PC with
"pushing" to limt Tal ossans' freedons, a charge which
stemmed only fromthe PC s bad attitude about ZPT nenbers
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fraterni zing with Tal ossa-hating "bug nations." Meanwhil e,
Jay Shorten's Liberal Party clained that PM Gruber's
resignation was all sonme sort of |lame PC plot to dupe the
voters. The one beneficiary of the escalating flame war
was the charm ng and unassum ng RaRenbl améi ntsch del s

C taxhi éns Tal ossaes (RCT), a splinter forned nuch earlier
by Charbonneau but which began to pick up mainstream
supporters bored by yet another PC majority but turned off
by nmore ZPT/Li beral saturnali a.

9. Despite furious coalition tal ks between the PC, RCT,
and even the ZPT, the voters shocked everyone by handi ng
the PC a convincing magjority of 11 of 20 seats, thanks in
part to a highly inprobable die roll which gave themthe
11t h seat.
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