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La S’chinteia Turns One! 

When I started this magazine last June, I did not really give any thought to how long it would 
last. I had seen other publications come and go after only a few issues, and although I hoped to 
be able to last longer than that, there was no telling how long being a journalist would keep my 
attention. One year later, we are still around, and I have some advice for others thinking of 
starting new Talossan projects: 

 It’s OK to keep it small. The very first volume of La S’chinteia had, in retrospect, a crazy 
number of articles. Since then, it’s been significantly scaled back. However, because I 
don’t feel like every volume has to be so long, I can devote the amount of time I want to 
it without abandoning it altogether. 

 Many times, working on Talossan projects gives you skills which are quite helpful 
elsewhere. I’ve gotten much better at interviewing people and using Microsoft Publisher 
since starting this magazine, and my TalossAnalysis columns have definitely improved 
my math communication ability. In other Talossan projects, I’ve learned how to run 
simulations in Microsoft Excel and some basic web design. If you are looking for a very 
low-pressure testing ground for learning or applying a new skill, Talossa is the place. 

 Invite others to participate at every available opportunity. It won’t always work, but your 
fellow citizens can contribute in myriad ways, some of which you might not have 
expected. Your project will be better because of it, and it may give you an opportunity to 
step back for a bit without the project folding. 

 Most importantly, make sure you are actually enjoying yourself! We are all here to have 
fun, after all. There is no harm in realizing you are bored and moving on to something 
more rewarding, whether Talossa-related or not. 

I make no guarantees as to whether La S’chinteia will still be around for its second birthday. I do 
guarantee, however, that a second birthday will be much more likely if we can get more staff 
writers and contributors. As always, if you want to write it, we want to publish it.  

Thanks to everyone who has contributed articles to La S’chinteia or agreed to one of our 
interview requests; we couldn’t have done it without you. Also, thanks to our readers; no matter 
how long this magazine keeps going, your will always be a prime motivation.  

Ian Plätschisch 

Editor-in-Chief 
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Cabinet Conversations – Justice 

Ian Plätschisch 

Açafat del Val has been the Avocat-Xheneral (A-X) of the Kingdom of Talossa since April 
24th, 2020. His job is to represent the Government in legal cases. 

La S’chinteia (LS): How did you get into law? 

A-X: Many, many years ago as a student I went to D.C. on a school trip. It was one of those 
things where they stick together a bunch of high school juniors and seniors in a hotel for a 
week. Well, we got bunked four in a room with two beds. My bedmate was one of my own 
classmates, but the other two were from a private school in Louisiana. Wickedly intelligent 
and smart young men. One of them told me at some point that he and the group (his 
classmates, including the other roommate) had begun collaborating on a new language. It 
was a conlang. The key, however, was that one of their group was very involved in debate, 
history, and other humanities, and he had thought that a language needed a culture to go 
with it. Thus, they formed a “government” to foster this conlang. So, naturally, I asked them 
whether they had a constitution for this government. They had not. Were they going to 
make one? Maybe eventually. There I was, late at night in a hotel room with two other 
young men in the middle of D.C., a place where none of us had ever been, and I committed 
myself to help them form a proper government because I was just so amazed that a country 
could be born so easily.  

I worked on this constitution for four years off and on. Quite honestly, by the time that I 
finished it, we had all moved on and forgotten about it! Though that original roommate had 
likewise carried on developing the language; much as the constitution had become a pet 
project of mine, so too did the conlang for him. See, if I was going to write a constitution, it 
was going to be properly done and be written so well that ANY sovereignty - a state of the 
U.S., a fledgling democracy in Africa, or mother Russia herself - could theoretically take it 
up and use it. It became this project of self-discovery. In order to write an article about a 
president, I had to understand theories of executive power, constitutional theory, electoral 
laws, history, foreign policy procedure, and so much more. If I was going to establish a 
legislature, I had to understand how they operated and why. It’s how I wound up buying 
unironically a copy of Mason’s Manual and of Robert’s Rules.  

You can see that this one constitution breathed a lot of fire into more than just a 
constitution. I mean, at one point, I was prepared to join the [National Association of 
Parliamentarians] and take a test to become a registered parliamentarian. I like to think (but 
it’s not at all true) that I’ve learned so much on my own that I could pass a bar exam 
without having earned a JD. All this helped me also to run for the state senate in 2016 of my 
home state. That is a whole different story. But I will say that after all this, with some 
wisdom and experience thrown in, I can say that I have no interest to be an attorney. If I 
ever were to get a degree or formal education in this area, it would be in comparative 
politics. Understanding why laws are what they are, how they’re made, and all the different 
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systems to get there — that’s what interests me the most, and not the minutiae of litigation 
or statutes or precedent or discovery and so forth. I could tell you more about the 
constitutional differences between France, Russia, Azerbaijan, South Korea, East Timor, 
and Uruguay than I care to admit, and all because I read through what had to have been over 
100 national and subnational (think the U.S. states and similar) constitutions in order to 
“perfect” my own. 

After all this, what happened then to the constitution? I mean, if I spent all this time on it, 
what good was it without a government and culture and language, right? That group of 
people in Louisiana had all moved on, like I said. All but Jack, who had kept working on 
the conlang. I reached out to him after those four years and said, do you remember that 
constitution that I was going to write? Well, it’s done. We had 30 people at its peak! Mostly 
but not entirely online. It lasted the better part of 9 or so months before petering out under 
my own enthusiasm, perhaps ironically. 28 of the people... did not have the same type of 
passion for it as I or Jack, and it started to become more an unpaid job than a “fun” project. 
There are definitely things that I’d do differently this time if I were ever to repeat it. 

In any case, though, that’s how I got into law! And all the while I had heard of Talossa for 
years and been watching it from the sidelines, always a little nervous to jump straight in. 
The database and the wiki are, in fact, what inspired me to believe that anything could be 
possible. 

LS: Had you been interested in law and comparative politics before high school? It 
seems like a big commitment to delve so deep into the field on a whim 

A-X: During those days I thought that I was going to be a linguist. It’s actually how Jack 
and I had bonded, far before he mentioned anything of a government. But I was also deeply 
involved and invested in both the school debate/forensics team and the school history 
department. I didn’t know what comparative politics was, but the interest was there 
simmering underneath without a name or label. 

LS: What are your priorities as the new Avocat-Xheneral? 

A-X: Truthfully, none. My goals as the A-X are to maintain course until the next election. If 
I should be invited back to the Cabinet (as the A-X or another role) after the election, then I 
will/should have some priorities. 

My one priority is to appoint one if not two Justices of the Peace. If I can get the King to 
appoint a JP during this term, then I will have succeeded. 
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Getting to Know: Enríc Cjaçifiçeir 

Ian Plätschisch 

Enríc Cjaçifiçeir is a student from Memphis, Tennessee. He was granted Talossan 
citizenship on April 8th, 2020. 

La S’chinteia (LS): Azul Enríc! What do you study? 

Enríc: I haven't yet declared, but at this point I'm essentially an English major in all but 
name. I have a particular interest in transatlantic Romanticism of the long 19th century (it's 
a pretentious description, I know; what can I say? I'm an aspiring academic), especially the 
work of Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Edgar Allan Poe, Nathaniel Hawthorne, John Ruskin, 
and Dante Gabriel Rossetti. I'm also a great fan of William Faulkner, Flannery O'Connor, 
and 20th-century Southern American fiction in general. Like probably most frequent 
readers, I have got the idea into my head that I, too, ought to try my hand at "the writing 
thing." Needless to say, I am not especially good (for which reason, among others, I plan to 
major in English literature and not creative writing), but I'd love to make what contributions 
I can to the Talossan artistic scene; should, oc'halà, I ever develop the necessary skill in el 
Glheþ, I'd also quite like to make a few forays into literary translation. 

LS: I must admit the genius of poetry is usually lost on me. What about it interests 
you? 

Enríc: Well, I'm deeply fascinated by the diversity of poetic forms and structures, as well as 
by the form's early links to music and eventual transformation into written literature. That 
so many different cultures have developed distinct, but nonetheless clearly recognizable, 
forms of poetry is, to me, a token of how deeply intertwined poetry has been, and still is, 
with the most fundamental aspects of human experience. On a more subjective note, I also 
think that poetry enables us to reach heights of experience, of discovery, which thought 
alone cannot achieve; in a way the best poetry is, I think, a form of sacred mystery, a way of 
journeying past the merely intelligible to encounter the Real. And--to put it a bit less 
pretentiously--I also just plain like it, its rhythm, its passion, its power, its flow. I recognize 
that in recent years poetry's "rep," so to speak, has declined--and I am not unsympathetic to 
the argument that part of this might be our latter-day poets' fault--but there is still a great 
deal of very good poetry out there, even poetry (I think of some of the very best popular 
music) that challenges the boundaries of traditional "poetic" forms, and I think eventually 
we will need it just as much as we, as a collective humanity, have almost always needed it, 
and had it. 

LS: Do you have any favorite poems or poets? 

Enríc: Henry Vaughan and some of the other English Metaphysicals are frequent 
touchstones for me; among the first- and second-wave Romantics I'm most partial to 
Coleridge and Keats, although Wordsworth or Shelley will do in a pinch. Gerard Manley 
Hopkins is great, as is Yeats (though in the case of the latter I must say I'm much fonder of 
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his earlier stuff). I'm a huge admirer of Poe, although I reread his prose a good deal more 
often than his poetry, and while I'm not a massive fan of Modernism in general (or, for that 
matter, of much of Eliot's criticism) I do quite like a lot of T. S. Eliot's poems. I've also been 
trying to get more into Baudelaire of late, although it's hard to find a good translation. 

LS: Does translating poetry not interfere with the rhyme, meter, etc.? 

Enríc: It does; that’s a substantial part of why I don’t read a ton of poetry in translation (and 
why it’s hard to find a good one). What makes things still more complicated, though, is that 
different rhyme schemes and metrical forms tend to be more popular in different languages, 
so often translations will switch to a completely different rhyme and meter that are more 
common in the target language: hence the several English translations of the Divine 
Comedy in iambic pentameter. 

2020 Talossan Correspondence Chess Tournament 

Ian Plätschisch 

Glüc da Dhi has been declared the winner of the 2020 Talossan Correspondence Chess 
Tournament after besting both Ian Plätschisch and Bitour Scurzniescu. 

The tournament, organized by da Dhi, was a simple round robin on lichess.org. Participants had 
three days to make each move. As da Dhi has already won both of his matches, his victory in the 
tournament is assured even though the match between Plätschisch and Scurzniescu (which is 
now essentially a second-place match) has yet to conclude.   

Both of da Dhi’s games concluded quickly, as he checkmated Scurzniescu in twelve moves and 
Plätschisch in ten moves. At press time, there is no clear leader in the match between Plätschisch 
and Scurzniescu; the former has captured a bishop while the latter has captured three pawns. 

End Matter 

La S’chinteia is always hiring! If you want to write it, La S’chinteia wants to publish it. Get in 
touch with Ian Plätschisch if you would like to become a contributor (no set schedule, publish as 
many or as few times as you want) or staff writer. No experience required. 

If you… 

- Have feedback on one of our articles or an idea for an article 
- Want to join our email list to get early access to new volumes 
- Would like to get in touch with La S’chinteia for some other reason 

Send Ian Plätschisch a message on Wittenberg or post in the Wittenberg thread corresponding to 
this volume.  

Thanks for reading! 
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