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Why I’m a Monarchist 

Ian Plätschisch 

The election to the 55th Cosa gave voters a choice between parties that want to see, at the 

least, major reductions to the power of the Monarchy, and a party (my party) that is more or 

less content with the amount of power the Monarchy has. However, while the parties agreed 

this issue was their core disagreement, we didn’t debate it very much. We must have all 

assumed the voters already knew (or didn’t care about) the arguments for and against the 

Monarchy as it currently exists, and that therefore extensive discussion wasn’t necessary. 

That assumption might or might not be right, but now it irks me I did not spend any of the 

election really defending the core of my party’s platform, so I will do so here.  

To my knowledge there has not been a big effort to extol the benefits of the Monarchy since 

a non-binding referendum asked voters their opinion on the Monarchy in 2017 (the 

Monarchists won handily, and that was when the King had even more powers than he does 

now). However, if the Free Democrats have their way, we will soon be engaged in another 

such referendum, so this may as well be the opening fusillade. Luckily for me, my thoughts 

haven’t changed too much since then, although I now have them organized better. 

My three arguments in favor of a Monarch with a small amount of power: 

1. For Talossa, Democracy is Not the End-All-Be-All 

 

For good reason, powerful Monarchies in “real” nations are largely a thing of the 

past. When citizens do not really have a choice but to the be subject to the laws of 

their home country, it is only fair that the People have the ultimate sovereignty over 

those laws, which clearly rules out the possibility of a Monarchy. Talossa is in a 

different situation though. To start, citizenship is completely voluntary; no one 

would become stateless if they were no longer Talossan. Also, let’s be honest, being 

subject to Talossan law has basically no relevance to a Talossan’s everyday life, 

which is lived almost exclusively outside Talossa. Because of this, options for 

government which would not be palatable to other nations are open to us.  

 

Talossa is a country, sure, but it is also a voluntary association with the goal of 

letting everyone have a good time (Article I, Section 1 of the Organic Law). 

Therefore, if we decide that a Monarchy is the form of government best suited to 

having a good time (and I will later argue that it is), calling the Monarchy 

undemocratic misses the point. As I said earlier, the typical reasons why a Monarchy 

with power would be bad don’t apply to us, and we have much more to gain from an 

“enjoyable” government than other countries. 
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2. It’s Unique and Fun 

 

As I pointed out above, non-figurehead Monarchies are not particularly common 

anymore. However, the idea of Monarchy still clearly captures the public 

imagination (I still can’t believe how closely Americans follow the drama with the 

British royal family, for example, and they have almost no power). It is just different 

from what most people experience in their regular lives, and Talossa is well-

positioned to deliver the benefits of a Monarchy (coats of arms, knighthoods, other 

accoutrements, and overall pomposity) without the obvious downsides that usually 

accompany it. I thus find it very likely that many immigrants are attracted to the 

Monarchy, and Talossa would be wasting an opportunity to provide a unique 

experience to new and existing citizens if it dispensed with that institution. 

 

It is often claimed that a figurehead Monarchy is more than capable of providing the 

desired pomposity, but there is just something hollow about being awarded a coat of 

arms from someone whose only job is to award coats of arms. It works better if the 

Monarch is also responsible, in some small capacity, for the governance of the 

Kingdom. 

 

3. Talossa Needs Someone for the Long Term 

 

Talossa currently has only 181 citizens, all of whom must balance Talossa with all 

of the other things they do in their life, and all of whom can lose interest for various 

reasons. They drift in and out of activity (but recently, usually just out), and Talossa 

itself has undeniable semi-comatose periods. This is a problem no “real” country 

ever faces (that wouldn’t even make sense), so we cannot look to other countries for 

solutions. 

 

The institution of the Monarchy, however, is a Talossan solution to a Talossan 

problem. If we are searching for the best form of government to ensure Talossa’s 

continued existence, we should give some power to a position whose incentives are 

long-term rather than short-term. This is what the King is; he can withstand short-

term changes in sentiment, but the value of his domain will deteriorate significantly 

if he does not act properly over the long term. The Cosa, on the other hand, is 

elected every six months. Its strength is its quick response to the people, but it can 

be susceptible to enacting politically convenient policies that, rather than fix 

problems, simply mask them until they are someone else’s problems. The King 

cannot dodge responsibility this way because the problems will always be his 

problems. 
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News in Limericks 

Ian Plätschisch 

2020 Talossan Music Top 20 Enters Round 3 

Come, one and all, to decide 

Of all the songs we like, from far and wide 

Which tune is the best? 

Put them to the test; 

Choose for which to vote, and which to deride. 

 

Txec Róibeard dal Nordselvă Elected Premier of Maricopa 

A weeklong election was called 

Two candidates the Cabana enthralled 

But when it was done 

The turnout was one 

With his own vote, Nordselvă was installed. 

 

New Talossan History Project Launches 

Our stories should be known throughout the land 

But the existing sources have been panned 

We need something complete, 

With the truth, replete 

So, if you can, lend a hand. 
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Getting to Know: Alexander E.H. Schmidt 

Ian Plätschisch 

Alexander Schmidt is a student from Denmark. 

La S’chinteia (LS): What is one additional question you should have been asked in the New 

Citizens Questionnaire? 

Alexander: “What is your opinion regarding pineapples on pizza?” 

LS: What is the answer to that question? 

Alexander: I can eat pineapple on pizza, but I'd prefer not to. 

LS: I saw you like watching stand-up comedy. Do you have any favorite comedians? 

Alexander: My favourite comedians are Gina Yashere, Russell Howard, and Dulcé Sloan, I 

think. 

LS: What do you like about those comedians? I can't say I am familiar with many of them. 

Alexander: It would take too long for me to say what I like about each of them, so I'll mention 

Russell Howard - like other Danish people, we just get British humour, and he's very good at 

delivering jokes. 

LS: What do you like most about living in Denmark? 

Alexander: What I like most about living here is the humour and how cosy (or 'hyggelig') we all 

are. 

End Matter 

La S’chinteia is always hiring! If you want to write it, La S’chinteia wants to publish it. Get in 

touch with Ian Plätschisch if you would like to become a contributor (no set schedule, publish as 

many or as few times as you want) or staff writer. No experience required. 

If you… 

- Have feedback on one of our articles or an idea for an article 

- Want to join our email list to get early access to new volumes 

- Would like to get in touch with La S’chinteia for some other reason 

Send Ian Plätschisch a message on Wittenberg or post in the Wittenberg thread corresponding to 

this volume.  

Thanks for reading! 

 


