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Happy Holidays from La S’chinteia 

I am not quite creative enough to pen unique prose about 2020, but it suffices to say it was not 

what we expected. I said last December my main goal for La S’chinteia in 2020 was to keep it 

going strong; looking back, I am thankful that our entire community kept going strong, and 

thankful for whatever small role this publication played in that. As always, I am also thankful to 

our loyal readers. 

Finally, I am thankful for the opportunity this magazine has afforded me to interview a wide 

range of Talossans (leading me to discoveries I never would have come close to otherwise) and 

publish a wide range of articles. Unfortunately, doing all of that takes time, and considering I 

will be graduating from university in May, I will probably soon have less of it. Also, my well of 

ideas for articles is starting to run dry, and the La S’chinteia corpus is large enough now that I 

could retire the project and call it a success. 

Therefore, unless someone else wants to take over as Editor in Chief, the February, March, and 

April 2021 volumes of La S’chinteia will be the final three, at least for now. If you have been 

putting off writing an article, now is the time to start. If you want to write it, we still want to 

publish it, at least until April 4th. 

Ian Plätschisch 

Editor in Chief 
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Reflection on the 2020 National Activity Survey 

Ian Plätschisch 

The responses to the much-hyped Second National Survey, and the accompanying Government 

report, were released November 17th. The survey broadly aimed to determine why some citizens 

have reduced their involvement with Talossa, and what can be done to draw them back.  

The Government report contains some good analysis, and I’m not here to pick it apart. I really 

have only one critique; it sometimes misses the reality that even if Talossa addresses a citizen’s 

complaint, the citizen will still not return unless they are convinced of that fact. This manifests 

itself chiefly with complaints revealed by the survey; the perceived lack of cultural activities and 

the perceived hostility of many Talossans to political minorities. 

While there is no denying most activity in Talossa is political, I would still say there has been 

ample opportunity for non-political activity in recent years. For a while, many people (including 

me) thought the main problem was that citizens simply did not know about these activities. That 

was the main motivation behind my “What’s Happening in Talossa” clearinghouse thread on Old 

Witt. It had a quite lengthy list of cultural goings-on, and though admittedly a lot of the listings 

were not exactly bustling with activity, the ideas and the willingness to participate were there if 

anyone was available who wanted to put in the effort. Further, the Government launched 

L’Chronica, sent to all citizens via the Chancery mailing list, to keep everyone informed of what 

is going on and what they could get involved with.  

Yet, some citizens still think there is not enough cultural activity to warrant their involvement. 

This must either be because the previous attempts to convey descriptions of events have not been 

successful, or because regardless of the amount of Talossan activity, the enjoyment they can get 

from Talossa is less than what they can get elsewhere. In the latter case, the truth may be that we 

will never get those citizens back. Talossan cultural activities will always take work, and 

participation by others will always be lower than what could be found elsewhere, when online 

and in-person communities devoted to any hobby imaginable abound. If our Kingdom is only 

competing to be another place of online recreation, we will lose every time. What makes Talossa 

different is the unique nature of the community (which I have written about extensively before), 

but this uniqueness is not well emphasized when many citizens do not know each other well and 

most interaction is over an online message board. The only way out may indeed be more in-

person and videoconference gatherings, and I am glad the Government report mentions that. 

Moving to the second complaint, the Government report largely dismisses it. First, it points out 

that the proportion of people who are discouraged from participating in Talossa because of 

nastiness in the discourse has decreased to 35.8% from 60.6% in the previous survey. This is 

certainly encouraging, but 35.8% is still a significant portion of respondents, and not a figure 

which the Government should greet with self-congratulation (to quote from the report, “The 

Government’s subjective impression that Wittenberg and Talossan discourse in general has 

‘cleaned up its act’ seems to be confirmed.”). Insofar as the report does address the 35.8%, it 

does little more than claim these folks just haven’t been around to witness the improvement.  
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Some Talossans are still alienated by the tone of debate, although there are indications 

that some of these people haven’t actually seen how things are recently…To some degree 

it seems that a small percentage of respondents to this Survey wanted to vent 

bitterness/negativity that they’ve had about Talossa for a while, regardless of whether 

their complaints are still valid. 

It’s true that the amount of manure throwing in Talossa has decreased recently, but the 

Government’s analysis does little to explain lingering bad feelings harbored by the complainants. 

It’s easy to get along with everyone when the current Government has been in power since early 

2019 and most of its opponents have left. Any Talossan politician active between 2015-2018, 

when more of the archenemies of the Free Democrats were around, who tells you their public 

conduct during that time was squeaky clean is almost certainly hiding something (to avoid being 

labeled an apologist for the ex-RUMPers, I am obliged to include that this accusation applies to 

them too). Therefore, the fact that there is little nastiness right now says nothing about whether 

nastiness would return if these people came back. Even presently, the situation is not improved 

by the Prime Minister constantly using the absence of her opponents to accuse them of purposely 

going on a “political strike” and sabotaging her Government at every opportunity. In this very 

survey, the Government decided that the response “If being on Witt were less unpleasant in 

general, I’d be around to greet prospective [citizens] more” should be placed into the “I actively 

dislike Talossa as it stands and want to actively discourage new citizens” category of responses 

and considered “reprehensibly unpatriotic.” If the Government is serious about desiring the 

return of the people making this complaint (and I am not sure that they are), they will have to put 

in some serious effort. Otherwise, the trust issues will likely continue. 

The survey results do provide some causes for optimism. First, this survey got 56 responses, 

many from citizens who are not often on Wittenberg. Also, compared with last year’s survey, a 

greater percentage of people have been increasing their activity in Talossa and a smaller 

percentage have been decreasing activity. Finally, the ideas generated by the survey, which the 

Government is now promising to implement, sound like they have a lot of potential. I am just 

here to point out what is unlikely to do much; namely, more attempts at non-political activities 

that only mirror what is better available elsewhere, and adopting a blasé attitude toward those 

who still don’t think they would be welcome in the Kingdom. 
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Getting to Know: Nicholas B. 

Ian Plätschisch 

Nicholas B. is a database administrator and amateur radio enthusiast from Alexandria, Virginia. 

He became a Talossan citizen on October 8th, 2020.  

La S’chinteia (LS): How did you get into amateur radio? 

Nicholas: I don't recall exactly - I remember being in Boy Scouts and taking this class that was at 

the local Red Cross maybe back in 1994 or so. I got the lowest radio class at the time - Novice. I 

never bought a radio or did anything with the license. Then a few years ago I thought it would be 

interesting to get back into it, so I studied up for the first two tests (technician and general - 

novice no longer exists) & passed those. Then a year later I took the Extra exam. Unfortunately, I 

am stuck in a 12th floor apartment so I haven't done a whole lot with my license aside from 

talking on the local repeater and doing some internet-based stuff (DMR and Echolink) 

LS: I was also in the Boy Scouts! Did you pick up any other skills or hobbies from it? 

Nicholas: Well, I did get my Eagle scout, but I don't know that I got any other hobbies back then. 

There was a short-lived computer Explorers group that I belonged to, and I majored in computer 

science when I enrolled in college - though I changed my major several times and ended up with 

a degree in communication studies. However, now I'm a database administrator, so I guess I 

came around full circle there. 

LS: What was your eagle scout project? Mine was building a BBQ pit at my high school. 

Nicholas: I seined a bunch of rivers and lakes and counted the fish. I don't recall the details as 

this was some 25 years ago, but I assume it was probably for the Fish & Wildlife Service to 

provide data for them. I wish I could remember more about it. 

What I do know for a fact is I can't prove to anybody I am an Eagle scout! I belonged to Black 

Beaver Council (in Southwest Oklahoma) when I received Eagle. Well, they went insolvent and 

were folded into Last Frontier Council (of Oklahoma City). I registered on scoutingalumni.org 

and at the time they had a message board (the message board feature appears to be gone now). 

You could select your rank to display on your profile, but Eagle was not an option. They would 

look up the list of Eagle scouts to verify a person is indeed an Eagle scout before displaying the 

rank. 

I emailed them and explained the issue, that I didn't have Eagle listed, that my Council was 

folded into another one, and I got an email back asking for my board of review date. I never 

replied, because how the heck would I know that? 
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Monthly Value of Memes 

Ministry of Original Content 
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End Matter 

La S’chinteia is always hiring! If you want to write it, La S’chinteia wants to publish it. Get in 

touch with Ian Plätschisch if you would like to become a contributor (no set schedule, publish as 

many or as few times as you want) or staff writer. No experience required. 

If you… 

- Have feedback on one of our articles or an idea for an article 

- Want to join our email list to get early access to new volumes 

- Would like to get in touch with La S’chinteia for some other reason 

Send Ian Plätschisch a message on Wittenberg or post in the Wittenberg thread corresponding to 

this volume.  

Thanks for reading! 

 


