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Saving the Monarchy and Losing my Credibility: 

Is an Elected King the Way Forward for Monarchists? 

Ian Plätschisch 

Between January 10th and January 25th, Talossa held a non-binding referendum to poll 

citizens on their preference for the future of the monarchy. The options were: 

1. Abolishing the Monarchy in favor of an elected head of state 

2. Introducing an elected “co-prince” who would share power with the King 

3. Keeping the Monarchy as is 

4. Removing all the King’s political power 

The referendum used Instant Runoff Voting, and the results are available at 

http://www.talossa.ca/files/ranked_vote.php. 72 citizens voted. Option 4 was eliminated in 

the first round, and option 2 in the second. In the final count, Option 1 defeated Option 3 by 

the very narrow margin of 34-32. In keeping with their campaign pledge, the Free 

Democrats have introduced an Organic Law amendment that would implement Option 1 if 

passed. Specifically, however, as the Free Democrats know the amendment cannot pass 

without some opposition support, the proposed amendment keeps the Monarchy exactly as 

it is now, except that the King would be subject to some sort of election every seven years 

(the details have yet to be worked out). 

Of course, the leader of the opposition is yours truly. I take my responsibility to represent 

conservative Monarchists very seriously, and I know that many of them are committed to 

preserving the life term of the King. However, I believe that assenting to the current 

proposal is the best way to protect the Monarchy from future proposals that would be vastly 

worse. Please hear me out. 

Recall that during the referendum, the main arguments I put forward for keeping a King 

with some power were that the King is able to act (to some extent) on the long-term 

perspective that accompanies the throne, and that this form of government is unique and 

fun. Neither of these benefits of the Monarchy would be significantly reduced by electing 

the King every seven years. Seven years is such a long time that even I, an accomplished 

Talossan citizen and politician if I do flatter myself, have not been a citizen for that long. 

For almost all the term, the King would be practically as insulated from political pressure as 

he is now and would still enjoy all the powers he enjoys now. Yes, near the election such 

pressure could creep in, but this would likely be counterbalanced by sentiment among 

Talossans that campaigning to become King would be in very poor taste, so the King would 

only likely to be voted out if there is a serious problem.  

On the question of the enjoyability of the Monarchy, perhaps this would be increased if the 

King were provided incentive to exercise royal prerogatives, such as patronage of Talossan 

culture and granting of awards, more often. Long before his appointment of a Regent (and I 

wish the King the best with whatever he is dealing with right now), I had not been quiet 

http://www.talossa.ca/files/ranked_vote.php
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about my disappointment in King John’s low level of involvement. Having a small bit of 

accountability couldn’t hurt. 

Of course, even if electing the King every seven years would not be so bad for Monarchists, 

I probably would not be advocating it if I were not very concerned that the Monarchy is on 

its way to getting messed with somehow whether conservatives like it or not. Option 3, 

compared the three options for changing the Monarchy in some manner, lost 23-49 in first 

preferences, and the FreeDem-NPW coalition is only 11 seats shy of a supermajority in the 

Cosa. If those parties can pick up the needed seats (which is a distinct possibility given that 

conservative voters are not known for their great turnout or great recruitment), they will 

surely act on their criticism of the Monarchy if it has not already been addressed. 

The chief complaint against the Monarchy is that the King has no accountability because he 

never faces election. In response, many people are calling for the complete abolition of the 

Monarchy or the complete removal of his powers. Given the other options in the 

referendum, this is most likely what the governing parties will do if they achieve a 

supermajority while the Monarchy exists as it does now. However, if we accede to the 

current proposal, Monarchists will not have to sacrifice much (as I demonstrated above), but 

the animating issue of the anti-Monarchy movement will be addressed. Therefore, the latter 

will be much less likely to take more extreme action against the Monarchy if they ever get 

the power to do so. 

Hopefully this position does not undermine my credibility as a Monarchist. I am just trying 

to protect the most important aspects of this prized institution in the best way I can. 
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Interview with the Seneschal 

Ian Plätschisch 

Seneschal Miestră Schivă announced December 7th, 2020 that she would not run for another 

term as President of the Free Democrats of Talossa at the 2021 party convention, which 

began February 1st. She has held the role since January 2019. 

La S’chinteia (LS): Why did you decide to step down? 

Seneschal: There are several levels to that question. The first relates to my own health. I've 

been overcommitting a lot recently and it's healthy to step back from some of my duties.  

The second relates to the health of the Free Democrats. I am aware that to some degree that 

the Free Democrats' membership and vote has largely become a personal vote for me. And 

that has led us to a very big victory in the last election. But the history of Talossan parties 

indicates that a party dies when it becomes a "pot-pie blob", with no ideology underpinning 

the whole thing, with the goal being to just stay in power. King Robert's PC, the RUMP and 

the Moderate Radicals all went the same way. If I let things carry on this way, with the 

party dependent on my leadership, then it will cease to exist once I cease to be interested in 

leading it.  

I am acutely aware that we have accomplished almost all our historic goals. I am also aware 

that the party has become extremely broad ideologically - from former party Leader M. 

Tresplett who thinks we've gone too far, to people who won't be satisfied with a New 

Republic with a new Organic Law written from scratch - real Year Zero, French Revolution 

stuff. And instead of engaging in political combat right now, they're held together by 

personal loyalty to yours truly. So, I am stepping aside so the upcoming FreeDems 

convention can have a POLITICAL debate, and unify behind a new program, rather than 

my cult of personality. This may lead to nasty arguments, even to some splits. But if the 

party remains healthy, and restores its identity as committed to a PROGRAM rather than to 

me, then that will be fine.  

The third aspect is the health of Talossa. I will be able to offer more in the role of Seneschál 

as an administrator without carrying the burden of political leadership. Honestly, though: 

I'm almost at the point where opening Wittenberg is a chore rather than a pleasure. Best that 

I cut back on my workload sooner than having to dump the whole lot when I've had enough 

somewhere down the track. 

LS: Would you say that, now that much of the agenda that united the Zefençadéirs del 

Repúblicanismeu Talossán (ZRT) and the Liberal Congress (LC) has been 

accomplished, there is pressure for those historical factions to split again? [The 

explicitly Republican ZRT and the more moderate LC merged in March 2015.] 

Seneschal: Well, no, because there aren't just two factions anymore. You know that, as 

King John slipped further into apathy, certain monarchists have become Republicans. I'm 

sure some people have gone the other way too. My feeling is that there is a broad consensus 
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within the Free Democrats for a "reformist", gradual approach to the monarchy and 

constitutional reform within Talossan tradition - and within that broad tendency there are 

those who see the final goal as a new Republic, and those who see the final goal as a proper, 

UK-style constitutional monarchy. Outside that broad faction, there are those who are still 

in favor of an "active monarchy" who think we've gone too far; and those who will be 

satisfied with nothing less than a Republic and a new Organic Law. If there were to be any 

"split" it would be one of these latter tendencies. The broad "centrist" tendency is in it for 

the duration. 

LS: What did you set out to accomplish as FreeDem party leader? To what extent did 

you accomplish those things? 

Seneschal: I set out to make the Free Democrats the biggest party in Talossa, and to make 

Talossa more democratic by reducing the power of the monarchy. I think "mission 

accomplished" on both those scores; though who can say whether the FreeDems will 

continue our dominance. 

LS: How do you see your own Talossan involvement developing from here? 

Seneschal: I still think I have a role to play in the Government and the legislature, and what 

that role is will be up to the party. But really, I would like to be able to take a serious step 

back and go back to my first love in Talossa - the language. The people said in the National 

Survey that they wanted more learner materials and more translations. We have a lot of 

semi-fluent Talossans around, but no-one is leading them. I hope it doesn't have to be me, 

but I do want to help. 

LS: What are your initial impressions of the results of the recent referendum? 

Seneschal: It reminds me of nothing so much as the Brexit referendum. It is a very close 

result which shows that opinion on Talossa's constitution is VERY polarized, and that 

neither side seems interested in a compromise option. In such a situation, we must tread 

VERY carefully to avoid a new National Schism (you will have seen the Sénéchal of 

Cézembre making secessionist noises). I have no interest in aping the pro-Brexit side, who 

thought they'd got a mandate for the most extreme nonsense and have torn Britain apart 

politically. The Government, as provided by the law, will be presenting an Organic Law 

amendment to bring in an elected Head of State. I have no interest in alienating people 

further by trying to declare a New Republic - not least because such a thing could never get 

through the current Ziu. Therefore, the Government is discussing a solution whereby as 

little as possible will change - except the King of Talossa will abdicate after 7 years on the 

Throne. It will also discuss ways of choosing a new King, which - regardless of the term 

length - is something that monarchists should be interested, and I hope they will participate 

on the details of that. I will also be recommending to the Free Democrats convention that 

we go into the next election as the unabashed party of "enacting the people's choice in 

referendum - an elected head of state". 
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Interview with the Secretary of State 

Ian Plätschisch 

Dr. Txec Róibeard dal Nordselvă has been Secretary of State since August 2020.  

La S’chinteia (LS): Why were you interested in becoming Secretary of State?  

Secretary of State: The main reason I wanted to become the Secretary of State was simply out of 

service to the Kingdom to keep up the fine traditions set down by my predecessor Gluc da Dhi. 

The Chancery is not a job for the weak willed or the timid. My years on the Uppermost Cort and 

the Magistrates Court before that instilled in me the courage necessary to fulfill the task at hand. 

LS: How do you think you will like your new role? 

Secretary of State: The job is tough, I've already discovered. In fact, there is a lot more than I 

thought! Even though I was familiar with the law surrounding the Chancery, I've found a rather 

steep learning curve. I do enjoy the work but sometimes it can be in some small measure 

stressful. 

LS: Do you have any goals for your tenure? 

Secretary of State: My main goal for the Chancery at this time is to transition from the current 

database to a more integrated system that is both more user friendly and also more useful in 

terms of data storage and retrieval as well as making the job of Secretary of State simpler. The 

Chancery is working hard on managing the tasks assigned to it and we are excited about where 

our digital properties will be soon. 

LS: Compared to your expectations, what was it like administering the recent referendum? 

Secretary of State: It got off to a bumpy start as we did not realize we needed to add code to the 

database. I didn’t know what to expect and wish I had realized the limitations earlier than I did. 

Although I’ve been in office for months, there is still much to learn or grow comfortable in 

doing. 

LS: When I interviewed former Secretary of State Glüc da Dhi for La S’chinteia Volume 

XV, I asked him if he had any advice for you. He said: 

• Look for precedents as often as possible, do not try to reinvent the wheel at every 

turn 

• Remember that the Prime Minister isn’t your boss, the Ziu is 

• Make sure to inform [Marti-Pair Furxheir] about any rule, ballot, or other change 

you want well in time 

• Try to stay away from partisan politics 

• Get more people involved in the Chancery to help 

Do any of those tips sound useful to you, or reflect something you have experienced so far? 

I've used all these tips as I've been doing the work of Secretary of State. 
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End Matter 

La S’chinteia is always hiring! If you want to write it, La S’chinteia wants to publish it. Get in 

touch with Ian Plätschisch if you would like to become a contributor (no set schedule, publish as 

many or as few times as you want) or staff writer. No experience required. 

If you… 

- Have feedback on one of our articles or an idea for an article 

- Want to join our email list to get early access to new volumes 

- Would like to get in touch with La S’chinteia for some other reason 

Send Ian Plätschisch a message on Wittenberg or post in the Wittenberg thread corresponding to 

this volume.  

Thanks for reading! 

 


